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Committee on Public Affairs 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Friday, October 19, 2018 at 12:00 p.m.  
3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student in the President’s Conference Room 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Alvarez called the Committee on Public Affairs to order at 12:02 pm in the President’s 
Conference Room on the 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, 
Breanna Czerlanis. 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

Senator Alvarez, Senator Aziz, Senator Green, and Senator Rodgers were present. 

 

Senator Mata was absent unexcused. 

 

A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
President Jackson apologized for not being able to attend the meeting. She said she reviewed 
their agenda and would like to voice concerns about the Senate approving or not approve 
certain ballot questions. She encouraged the Senators to be very critical about whether or not 
the ballot questions that directly pertain to students and the University. President Jackson said 
she would love to answer any questions they have. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any questions. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 
 
There was no other public comment at this time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
a. Minutes from the Meeting on September 28, 2018  

 
Senator Rodgers moved to approve the minutes from September 28, 2018 through 
unanimous consent. 
 
There was no dissent; motion carries. 

 
5. REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  

Director Worrall said she does not have much to report on. She said the Department of 
Legislative Affairs reassessed what they will be focusing on as they are transitioning away from 
the election and into the legislative session starting in February. Director Worrall said they will 
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be having training on Wednesday and discussing what they want the legislative session to look 
like. She said she looks forward to seeing what legislation is on the agenda and what they will be 
discussing. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any questions. 
 
Senator Green asked if the Department of Legislative Affairs will be doing more tabling. 
 
Director Worrall said the plan for the rest of the semester is to have tabling Monday and 
Tuesday for two hours to let students know about the Department of Legislative Affairs and to 
get them ready for next semester. She said they are not as focused on the election anymore. 
Director Worrall said she will have voter guides for students. She said she will send an email to 
everyone in ASUN to spread the word. She said they will not be printing the voter guides out, 
but they will be available on the Department of Legislative Affairs website. She said they are 
also trying to get a QR code made for the voter guide, so people can show it in class and 
students can find it. Director Worrall said they will be putting up a voter guide for California on 
their website as well. She asked the Senators to spread the word about the voter guide on social 
media. Director Worrall said the Senators can help with tabling anytime if they would like to. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if any of the Senators would like to help with tabling. 
 
Director Worrall said they didn’t have times yet for the tabling, but she will let the committee 
know the times as soon as they do. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there were any questions. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 
 
Senator Alvarez thanked Director Worrall. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Veteran’s Luncheon  
Senator Alvarez said she they had the banner for the Veteran’s Luncheon made and showed 
it at the last Senate meeting. She said unfortunately it was left in the Senate Chambers and 
was misplaced. She said they have received a new banner. Senator Alvarez asked who was 
available to table outside the Joe Crowley Student Union and have students sign the banner. 
 
Senator Green said he would be able to. He asked what time it would be. 
 
Senator Alvarez said she will contact Senator Green to set up a time. 
 
Senator Green asked if they can choose a day where all they can take shifts. 
 
Senator Alvarez said last year the banner was completely signed within an hour. She said they 
can set up shifts and she will send out a Doodle Poll. She said a bunch of people from the 
University will be attending the Veteran’s Luncheon. Senator Alvarez asked Dr. Beattie what 
Terina Caserto’s official title was. 
 
Dr. Beattie said the Director of the Office of Veteran’s Affairs. 
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Senator Alvarez said President Jackson will be giving a speech. She asked if anyone has ideas 
for people to invite to speak. 
 
Senator Aziz, Senator Green, Senator Rodgers said they didn’t have any ideas. 
 
Senator Alvarez said she is reaching out to President Johnson to speak at the event. She said 
they are ahead of schedule and they are good to go for the event. Senator Alvarez said Chai 
Cook from Veteran Services was proud of them for getting the event together. She asked if 
they have any questions. 
 
There were no questions at this time. 
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7. NEW BUSINESS 

a. A Resolution in Support of Nevada Ballot Initiative 4 – Medical Patient Tax Relief 
Act    

Senator Green moved to favorably recommend a resolution in Support of Nevada Ballot 
Initiative 4 – Medical Patient Tax Relief Act. 

 

Senator Rodgers seconded. 

 

Senator Alvarez asked for discussion. 

 

Senator Aziz moved to amend line item nine to read “Foundation) and the average cost 
for a power wheelchair is $3888 (Department of Health and Human.” 

 

Senator Alvarez asked if there were any questions. 

 

Senator Green seconded. 

 

There was no dissent; amendment passes. 

 

Senator Alvarez asked for discussion. 

 

Senator Aziz said the amendment was due to a typo. He said the study was done by the 
Department of Health and Human Services. He said in general discussion of the bill he 
could contact Mary Anne Christensen from the Disability Resource Center to get 
information on how many students at the University have a physical disability. He said a 
powered wheelchair can be very expensive and they can see how it impacts students. He 
said he isn’t sure how many students have issues with oxygen tanks. Senator Aziz said 
mobility can be an issue on campus. Senator Aziz said durable medical equipment is 
defined as any medical equipment that can be reused over time. He said there is 
information in the Nevada constitution that defines during medical equipment. He asked 
if there were any questions. 

 

Senator Rodgers recommended that Senator Aziz contact CARE Chest of Sierra Nevada 
who provides free and reduced medical equipment to people in need. She said they 
would have a good sense of the population who needs medical equipment. 

 

Senator Aziz asked Senator Rodgers to send the information to him. 

 

Senator Alvarez said she shared the same concern as President Jackson about whether 
or not the initiatives impact students. She said in the past ballot initiatives have been 
approved based on education primarily. She asked for data to be provided to show 
whether the initiative impacts students. 
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Senator Aziz said he will contact Mary Ann Christensen to get the PowerPoint with the 
table that breaks down the types of disabilities students have. He said those numbers 
would only be based on students that are registered with the Disability Resource Center. 

 

Senator Alvarez asked if they believed it impacts students. 

 

Senator Rodgers said yes. 

 

Senator Aziz said he would like to look at the numbers first. 

 

Director Worrall said they should also think of students who may have family members 
who need medical equipment. She said the ability to pay for school may be impacted due 
to the cost of medical equipment. 

 

Senator Rodgers said she thinks it will be difficult to get the information from the 
Disability Resource Center. She said maybe CARE Chest of Sierra Nevada may have a 
different perspective on family members. Senator Rodgers says it always impacts 
someone. 

 

Dr. Beattie said more data needs to be gathered and more questions need to be asked. 
He said if the cost of a wheelchair is affecting their ability to go to college there may 
already be resources to assist them. He said they need to see how many students it 
impacts. He asked if there has been outreach to the general student population to see 
what they think. Dr. Beattie said the impact on family members could be looked at in a 
lot of ways since any tax can affect families. He said they need to acquire data to 
promote that it is a smart choice for the student body. 

 

Senator Rodgers said the crutches she has were $400 and she went through CARE Chest 
of Sierra Nevada to get them. She said the tax her insurance had on them was $200. 

 

Dr. Beattie said maybe there is some misinformation there.  

 

Senator Alvarez asked if there was any more discussion. 

 

Senator Aziz said he is concerned if they table it the next Senate meeting before Election 
Day is next Wednesday. He said he doesn’t know how quickly they can amend the 
resolution. 

 

Dr. Beattie said the other option is to have the Speaker of the Senate fast track it since it 
is time sensitive. He said it could go to Senate as a first reading and be fast tracked to 
second. He said a president has been set this year for unfavorably recommending 
something. Dr. Beattie said if they rely on fast track, they need to keep in mind the 
Speaker of the Senate can say no. 

 

Senator Green asked the Senators if they wanted to table it until next week. 

 



Committee on Public Affairs Minutes 
Friday, October 19, 2018 
Page 6 

 
Senator Alvarez said it’s up to the Senators. 

 

Senator Green said it’s an open question. 

 

Senator Alvarez said they have the ability to fast track. She thinks Speaker Martinez 
would be interested in doing so. 

 

Senator Aziz said if they send it to Senate for next Wednesday and the data comes back 
and shows it impacts students in a negative way, he can give an opinion on the 
resolution and say he no longer supports it. 

 

Senator Alvarez said they do have the option to provide it to Senate and see how people 
feel about it. 

 

Senator Aziz said they only have next week before Election Day. 

 

Senator Rodgers said to Senator Aziz that he doesn’t need to do all the work alone. She 
said if he needs help, they are willing to help. 

 

Senator Aziz said he doesn’t think it’s too bad. He said he can go to the Disability 
Resource Center today and get the information. 

 

Dr. Beattie said Senator Aziz should also reach out to the Dean of Students to see if the 
emergency fund is something students can use if the tax is prohibitive. 

 

Senator Alvarez asked Dr. Beattie if they put it to a vote. 

 

Dr. Beattie said Senator Alvarez seeks a motion. 

 

Senator Alvarez asked if they are looking to table the discussion until the next 
committee meeting. 

 

Dr. Beattie said they would have to have a committee meeting Wednesday and get the 
Speaker of the Senate to put the resolution on the agenda if they wanted it to be heard 
prior to Election Day. He said it depends what the body wants. Dr. Beattie said if they 
want it to be heard at the next Senate meeting, they have three choices. He said they can 
recommend favorably, recommend unfavorably, or they can ask the Speaker of the 
Senate to fast track it so the whole Senate can hear the resolution with the data. He said 
if the fast track it he recommends they be prepared to explain it to the entire Senate 
thoroughly. 

 

Senator Green said he thinks they should table and fast track the resolution. Senator 
Green moves to table a resolution in Support of Nevada Ballot Initiative 4 – Medical 
Patient Tax Relief Act through unanimous consent. 

 

There was no dissent; motion carries. 
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b. Senator Updates 
Senator Alvarez said she is looking to see what the Senators have been up to in regards 
of contacting legislators and discussing resolutions. 
 
Senator Green said he hasn’t done much regarding the Committee on Public Affairs. He 
said he will be meeting with Senator Jeff Merkley from Oregon and some other 
environmental activists on Sunday. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked Senator Green if Jason Geddes is still attending the November 
2nd meeting. 
 
Senator Green said yes. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked Senator Green to follow up with Jason Geddes to ensure the date 
is still alright. 
 
Senator Green said he will. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked Senator Green if he had begun working on any resolutions. 
 
Senator Green said he is not working on any currently, but that will change. 
 
Senator Alvarez recommended looking for Bill Draft Requests and seeing what the city 
of Reno is doing. She said he should let herself and Director Worrall know. 
 
Senator Aziz working on the resolution for Ballot Initiative 4. He said last week he meet 
with ROTC instructors and spoke with them about the Veteran’s Luncheon. He said 
about once or twice a week he checks the Bill Draft Requests to see if the splitting of 
land grant funding is still occurring.  
 
Senator Alvarez said Senator Aziz should ask Director Worrall about anything that is 
happening with that and see where to go from there. 
 
Senator Rodgers said a recent article has been published about how inaccessible the 
University of Nevada, Reno is. She said she met with Associate Dean and discussed 
having a walkthrough of the William J. Raggio building and discussing how accessible it 
is. She said she will write a resolution based on how the walkthrough goes. Senator 
Rodgers said she is working with Mary Ann Christensen to set up a panel with students 
who have disabilities. She said the panel would come to speak to Senators and other 
Officers in ASUN so they can get to know them better. She said she emailed Dixie 
Grossman who is running for family court. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked Senator Green if she would like to invite Dixie Grossman to 
speak at a meeting. 
 
Senator Rodgers said Dixie Grossman has not responded. She said when she does 
respond she would love to invite her to get her opinions on aging out and her 
experience with foster children who choose not to get adopted so they can have the 
money. 
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Senator Alvarez said to keep in mind that election judges in Nevada are nonpartisan, so 
it would be great to invite her and hear her opinions. She recommended that Senator 
Green look into accessibility around the city of Reno. 
 
Senator Rodgers thanked Senator Alvarez. 
 

c. Committee Project  

Senator Alvarez said she wanted to remind the Senators that the goal of the Committee 
is for them to write eight resolutions in order to testify at the state legislature, which 
begins in February. She said after the elections, they need to be diligent in contacting 
representatives that they feel would best be suited for education. Senator Alvarez said 
the main assignment she has for each of them is after the elections and after the ballot 
initiatives have been gone through is to invite representatives who have been recently 
elected to attend the committee meetings. She asked if they have any questions. 

 

There were no questions at this time. 
 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

Senator Alvarez adjourned the meeting at 12:34 pm. 


