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Department of Legislative Affairs 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  
Matthewson-IGT Knowledge Center in Room 426 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Director Worrall called the Department of Legislative Affairs to order at 6:30 pm in the 
Matthewson-IGT Knowledge Center in Room 426. Presiding secretary, Breanna Czerlanis. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Director Worrall, Assistant Director Komanduri, Projects Director Wolfram, Policy Analyst 
Del Turco, Policy Director Cailles, and Projects Coordinator Manfredi were present. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Morgan Zamona said she is the social work intern for the Center of Student Engagement and 
she is also a minor in ethnic studies. Her supervisor wanted her to come there to tell the 
department about some of the projects she is working on this semester. The biggest project is 
the All the People program which encourages people from historically unrepresented 
populations to run for student government positions. She also reached out to some of the 
department members to be meeting within the next week. 
 
Director Worrall thanked her and asked if there was any other public comment at this time. 
 
There was no other public comment at this time. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
There were no minutes to approve at this time. 
 

5. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
Director Worrall said she isn’t going to go through her report until everyone else has done their 
report. She just wanted to tell everyone to keep it short since the majority of the meeting will be 
for discussing all of their projects and policies. Director Worrall said she has some 
announcements and reminders from the executive meeting that are every Monday at 5:30 pm. 
She said there’s a university leadership alliance that consists of a bunch of student government 
leaders and university administration on September 25th from 9 to 11 am. She said that she has 
class during that time so if any of the members of the department wanted to go it would be a 
very valuable experience. 
 
Projects Director Cailles asked Director Worrall to repeat the times for the event. 
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Director Worrall said September 25th from 9 to 11 am. She said that’s also National Voter 
Registration Day and maybe someone can go. She said they’re going to talk about the National 
Voter Registration Day as well as the things that need to be done for that. She asked the 
department members to pull up their Google Sheet tasks. Director Worrall said that she needs a 
GivePulse event made for that. She knows Projects Director Wolfram is busy right now and 
asked if anyone else would be able to reach out to Monique Normans, who sets up GivePulse 
events. 
 
Projects Coordinator Manfredi said she would do it. 
 
Director Worrall asked if anyone had any questions about their tasks or where to find them. She 
also asked if everyone had access to the Google Sheet. Director Worrall said they will use that 
for the tasks for National Voter Registration Day. She said that it is very overwhelming right 
now as they have a lot of projects they need to do. She said since they really didn’t have time to 
prepare over summer it’s going to be busier than normal since they have less time to plan the 
events. She said it’s important that everyone is taking agency in what they do and following the 
deadlines. She understands if they can’t reach the deadlines, but they need to let her know. 
 
Policy Director Cailles asked where the ballot initiatives are going to be located and if they’ll be 
there all day when they come on National Voter Registration Day. 
 
Assistant Director Komanduri said she didn’t know if they planned where they would be, but 
they just invite them to come for the whole time they’re having the event. 
 
Director Worrall said it’s planned for the Davidson Math and Science Plaza. She said they have 
folders in Google Drive and if not everyone in the department is shared with them they should 
let her know. She said all the important information regarding their projects as well as agendas 
are located in the folders on Google Drive. 
 
Sandra Rodriguez asked who is carrying out the National Voter Registration Day event. 
 
Director Worrall said Projects Director Wolfram and herself are working with Gaby Ortiz 
Flores. 
 
Sandra Rodriguez said that her special concern is residence hall students. She said that now 
students residing in the dorms can use the Center for Student Engagement as their address. In 
the past students living in the residence halls couldn’t register to vote unless they used their 
home address. 
 
Director Worrall said somebody from Dean Heller’s campaigning office came to her office the 
other day and said they would help them do voter registration under the Secretary of State’s 
office. They will provide them with twenty staffers that day to help with registration throughout 
campus. With all the organizations she will be contacting they will have a lot of people to help 
with registering at the event. She will make sure that they will talk to them about the residence 
halls and the address. She said mostly their job that day won’t be voter registration but doing 
the activity booths that will be set up and just setting the event up. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram asked when Director Worrall wanted to start delegating tasks for the 
event. 
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Director Worrall said she has a list of senators and executives who volunteered to help that day. 
She said when it gets closer to the day herself and Projects Director Wolfram can go through 
and place people where they’ll be. She asked Projects Director Wolfram if he meant tasks 
before the event or during. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said with set up. 
 
Director Worrall said they’ll talk about set up closer to the event. For the other tasks, as long as 
those are done before the due date, they’ll be good. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco asked Projects Coordinator Manfredi how early she must ask them 
about the tree location wise. 
 
Projects Coordinator Manfredi said they did it pretty far in advance, but the sooner the better. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco asked if they told you where to plant it or if you state where you want 
to plant it. 
 
Projects Coordinator Manfredi said that they told them where to plant it. 
 
Director Worrall asked if there was anymore discussion about National Voter Registration Day. 
 
Sandra Rodriguez asked who is tasked with delivering the applications to the Voting 
Registration Office. 
 
Director Worrall said the staffers with the Secretary of State’s office. 
 
Sandra Rodriguez said she recommends that they count how many applications were filled out, 
so they can report on the number. Whenever they invite someone to come on register students 
to vote, make sure that they get a count and when they will be delivered. 
 
Director Worrall agreed. She said for the sheriff candidate forum she has some people that they 
should reach out to for speakers. She would like someone to say that they would reach out to 
the people as she names them. 
 
Assistant Director Komanduri said that she was willing to reach out to all of them. 
 
Director Worrall said they are going to reach out to Nevada Student Power, Nevada Cares, the 
Reno Justice Coalition, and to Pathways to Independence. She asked if there was any discussion 
on the matter. 
 
There was no discussion at this time. 
 
Director Worrall said she has dates for the other candidate forums that are going to happen. On 
October 9th is the mayor’s, the county commissioner’s, and senate district thirteen’s forums. 
 
Policy Director Cailles asked if the date was October 9th. 
 
Director Worrall said yes, and she would talk to him about it. 
 
Policy Director Cailles asked if it was just for Reno for the mayor’s forum. 
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Director Worrall said yes, it is just Reno. She said they have a vote on t-shirts and she wanted to 
advise everyone to look very closely at the proposal and have a discussion on it. 
 

6. REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
Assistant Director Komanduri thanked the interns and said that they’re all there for the most 
part. She said that there will be one more intern, so there will be six of them. She said that she’s 
going to be planning a social and they should look out for a Doodle Poll from her so that it can 
be a time when all of them can be together to get to know each other better. She said there will 
also be intern meetings for just the interns once a week. 

 

7. REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
Policy Director Cailles asked if he could switch the order since him and Policy Analyst Del 
Turco are sharing a report. 
 
Director Worrall agreed. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco said her and Policy Director Cailles talked and tried to get all the 
different things together regarding looking at all the policies and making sure they’re not 
missing anything. She checked the County Commissioner agenda, which they’ll be doing every 
two weeks to make sure they’re up to date, she didn’t see anything for tomorrow that pertained 
to them. The legislative tracker will be looking at the govtrack.us, the bill draft requests, all the 
agendas, and making sure that the department isn’t missing anything. She said they also went 
over the course that they’re thinking about doing on WebCampus, so they would like to make a 
place for people to submit comments to let them know what the people want them to be doing 
with policy and if there is a problem. She said they were also thinking about if there was a 
certain policy the department was lobbying; the course could have a spot for the public to 
comment.  
 
Policy Director Cailles said or a survey. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco agreed. She said she also wanted to do a survey to see if the course 
would be something that students would use. She said they really wanted to utilize surveys to 
know what students are more likely to look at and not more likely to look at. Also, to see what 
they want the department to be doing and don’t see them doing. She said with certain policies 
they wanted to utilize that aspect. 
 
Director Worrall asked if they have a plan on how the survey would work. 
 
Policy Director Cailles said they’re still getting everything together. He said they’re going to 
spend the next few weeks taking a look on what the modules will look like, but essentially it 
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would be a similar format to the voting online option for elections. Students will be able to take 
a look at the policies the department is doing and ask questions. 
 
Director Worrall asked if it would be an electronic survey sent through email. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco said yes. 
 
Policy Director Cailles said on WebCampus, but they’re be spreading around campus where the 
survey is located, just like for the elections. 
 
Director Worall asked is Policy Director Cailles would like to give his report now. 
 
Policy Director Cailles said yes. He said that Policy Analyst Del Turco takes the Washoe County 
Commission meeting and he takes Reno City Council Meetings. He said there was nothing in 
this upcoming meeting that was of any interest to the university and he’ll let anyone know if 
that changes. Moving on, with the ballot initiative forms, Policy Analyst Del Turco will be 
taking ballot initiatives one, two, and three. The initiatives are Marsy’s Law, the feminine 
hygiene tax, and whether or not NV Energy should hold their monopoly. He said he’ll be taking 
questions four, five, and six. The initiatives are the medical equipment, automatic voter 
registration, and renewable energy. He said that they wanted to know is the date tentative on the 
ballot initiative form. 
 
Director Worrall said yes, tentative because Projects Director Wolfram is getting it set up. She 
said she forgot what tasks she gave them. 
 
Policy Director Cailles said that they covered all the tasks from the email. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said candidate forum is coming up. It was supposed to be the 
thirteenth, but they moved it to the eighteenth because a candidate pulled out. Now they’re 
having more conflicts in terms of scheduling because the room they want to use isn’t available 
that night. He said that him and Director Worrall took a step back and decided to not do a 
bunch of candidate forums. Instead of getting candidates from state to local elections they’re 
going to target four major candidates. He asked if department members have any preferences, 
or ideas or contacts as far as which candidates to pursue. They believe that the sheriff forum is 
still going to be one of them and will still be the first one. They’re still working on the logistics 
of when a good time to reschedule the forum would be. He says some good parts of that is 
they’ll have more time to make it a good quality event, market the event better, and he wanted 
to have people from Greek life talk and with rush and recruitment that wasn’t possible this 
week. He said to look for the event and he’ll be delegating stuff as far as that. Mostly what he 
still needs is finding people to speak on the panel. The second project coming up is National 
Voter Registration Day. He said it’s going very well, and they have pretty much everything 
reserved as far as all the logistic stuff. He said they’ll probably be delegating who needs to be 
where and when that day soon and they should be looking out for that. He said they should be 
excited since it’s going to be a really cool event and they have a lot of fun stuff planned. He said 
he was planning that the ballot initiative forum would be the last week of September, but now 
with the rescheduling of the candidate forum they might have to move those around. He said 
he doesn’t know what Director Worrall wants to have first, but he thinks it doesn’t matter. He 
says he thinks the ballot initiative forum would be easier to coordinate. He said he believes it 
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was Policy Director Cailles and Policy Analyst Del Turco who have the contacts for the 
different ballot initiatives las meeting. 
 
Director Worrall said it was Assistant Director Komanduri and Policy Director Cailles. She said 
if Project Director Wolfram wanted right no they could have a discussion in his report about 
the ballot initiative forums and when people will think there’s a good date 
 
Projects Director Wolfram agreed. He said he imagined it as they would rent out the rotunda on 
the first floor of the Matthewson-IGT Knowledge Center. They would get different groups, 
both for and against as well as possibly third-party attraction groups. He said essentially, they’ll 
just be giving out information on what the ballot initiative questions are and why they think the 
people should vote yes or no. He thinks they should have it in the middle of the day from about 
eleven to three or eleven to four so there would be a lot of foot traffic moving through the 
library and when people have breaks in between their classes and are walking by they can stop 
in and get information, He doesn’t think it would have the same draw if they did it at night in an 
auditorium like the candidate forums. He asked what the department things of that. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco agreed and says that she like Projects Director Wolfram’s idea because 
she thinks that they can get more people in there like he was saying. She said they also can 
market that event and people will be on-campus anyways. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said that another thing with that is it will be really easy to staff it 
because the groups will be the ones who have the incentive to show up and give out this 
information. He doesn’t think it would take as much an effort as National Voter Registration 
Day is going to take as far as getting Senators to volunteer and everything. He think that their 
department on its own for the most part will be able to handle it, especially with how it works. 
Over those fours hours maybe they can find a day where all their schedules are light. He knows 
that it’s not really the case since everyone’s schedule conflicts and he understands. He thinks it’d 
be a lot easier to delegate those hours. 
 
Policy Director Cailles agreed, He asked if more students take classes during the day than at 
night. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said that he assumes so. 
 
Policy Director Cailles said that if people are in classes it might disadvantage those who aren’t 
able to attend because they’re sitting in a lecture. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said that he feels like a lot of students have thirty, forty-five minutes, 
or hour breaks in between their classes, so if they do it in a time frame of eleven to three, eleven 
to four, then a lot of students would be in the Knowledge Center. He thinks there would still be 
a lot of draw and foot traffic. He understands that it may disadvantage some students, but if 
they planned it as a night event there are some students who have night classes and won’t be 
able to attend that event.  
 
Director Worrall asked if there was any more discussion on the matter. 
 
Sandra Rodriguez, the Director of ASUN Center of Student Engagement, said a few years ago a 
few years ago they were able to get Dina Titus and Jim Gibson when they were running for 
office and have then debate at Nightingale Hall. Three years ago, or maybe two, the 
Department of Legislative Affairs attempted to get Joe Heck and Catherine Cortez Masto to 
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debate here. Up until two weeks before the event it was set and then they got a better offer in 
Las Vegas and took the debate there. In the last twenty years of working in student government, 
she will give them some advice, the reason they’re having a hard time getting people to come 
onto campus and debate, and they’re going to have a hard time getting those that support ballot 
initiatives to come to an event, is that everyone is after as much publicity as they can get. Her 
advice to them is to reach out to the Nevada Independent or the Reno Gazette Journal and ask 
them is they would like to cosponsor. She said have an editor be the moderator, the facilitator, 
then what happens is these folks are assured that the media is going to be present. She said 
maybe have Madeline Purdue, the Editor in Chief for The Nevada Sagebrush, be part of the 
discussion panel. She said as far as when they should hold it, flip a coin. She said try to get some 
support from media, from TV stations, somebody. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said he doesn’t know how feasible it would be to have it televised, 
but that would be cool. 
 
Sandra Rodriguez said maybe Facebook Live. 
 
Director Worrall agreed with the idea and asked Projects Director Wolfram if he wanted to start 
doing that. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said yes, and he will start contacting the media. 
 
Director Worrall asked if there was any other discussion on the ballot initiative event. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram asked if they have any preference for when the event is going to be 
held or if they have a preference on what event is first. He said both events are equally 
important and there are no drawbacks. 
 
Director Worrall said in the last week of September, they have their Student Town Hall, so she 
doesn’t know if it’ll be a good week. She said maybe October fourth, but that might be the 
candidate forum. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said they don’t have anything set in stone for the candidate forum. 
 
Director Worrall agreed that they don’t and said that they could do October fourth. She said 
they she would go over more projects during her report. 
 
Projects Coordinator Manfredi said everything for the Student Town Hall event is good to go. 
She said they have the posters and they are all hanging up around campus. She said they also 
have a TV ad for it, so the week leading up to it they will put it on the TVs in the Joe Crowley 
Student Union. She said they will also advertise the event on social media as well. Projects 
Coordinator Manfredi said the date for the Student Town Hall is September 26 from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm. She said she also wrote up questions for the sheriff forum. This week she will start 
reaching out to clubs and discussing how to help them market to them about coming to the 
Student Town Hall to hopefully get their presence there. 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a. National Voter Registration Day “Rock the Vote” T-shirts Budget Proposal 

Director Worrall seeks a motion to approve the National Voter Registration Day “Rock the 
Vote” T-shirts Budget Proposal. 
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Projects Coordinator Manfredi motions to approve the National Voter Registration Day 
“Rock the Vote” T-shirts Budget Proposal. 
 
 Projects Director Wolfram seconded. 
 
Director Worrall asked if there was any discussion. She said that it’s thirty shirts through the 
Nevada Wolf Shop. She said they’re the ones that are to be handed out as a prize at the 
cornhole game near the Quad. She said it’s costly for thirty shirts. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco asked if it would be cheaper if they ordered more and did it in 
bulk. 
 
Director Worrall agreed. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram said if that’s all they’re spending for such a big event then he 
doesn’t see the problem. 
 
Director Worrall said as of now they still need to buy a tree and ornaments for the tree. They 
also have to find or buy a skeleton. She said they also need to print in color candidate 
images, names, and positions. She said the shirts will not be the only cost for National Voter 
Registration Day. She asked if there was any more discussion. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram asked if they’ll be having a special meeting or voting on the costs 
on September 18. 
 
Director Worrall said they need to put it on the agenda and it will be next week. She asked if 
there was any more discussion. 
 
Policy Analyst Del Turco motioned to table the discussion until next week. 
 
Projects Director Wolfram seconded. 
 
There was no dissent to the motion. 

 
b. The department reviewed and discussed the following topics. 

i. Policy Chalkboards 
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Director Worrall asked Policy Director Cailles and Policy Analyst Del Turco if they 
have any policies they want to share. 

 

Assistant Director Komanduri asked if she could explain what Policy Chalkboard is. 

 

Director Worrall said yes. 

 

Assistant Director Komanduri said Policy Chalkboard is something they do as the 
Department of Legislature. They take a chalkboard or a whiteboard somewhere out 
on campus and they write an issue or a question on it. Students then come and write 
their answer on the board. 

 

Policy Director Cailles said he and Policy Analyst Del Turco discussed affordable 
housing. He said maybe another way they could do the Policy Chalkboard is to ask 
students what they’re passionate about in general.  

 

Projects Coordinator Manfredi said when they did the “What are You Passionate 
About?” board it was ok, but she thinks directing it would be better. 

 

Policy Director Cailles agreed. 

 

Sandra Rodriguez said they just finished conducting the second survey on attitudes 
on civic engagement and the students. She asked about giving them a piece of the 
data and having students respond to that. She said they have date on everything 
from protesting to social media. 

 

Policy Director Cailles asked how they would go about getting that information. 

 

Sandra Rodriguez said they can get it from Amy Koeckes. She said they’re still 
sifting through the data, but she would be happy to pull out parts of it for them to 
use. 

 

Director Worrall said the Policy Chalkboards are going to be Mondays and 
Tuesdays as of now. She said it’s something the interns can join them at as well. She 
said if everyone could send Projects Director Wolfram their updated schedule, so 
they can double check the times for Monday and Tuesday. She said the goal is to 
have everyone at the department table there for at least one hour a week. The 
purpose for having them those days are for the County Commissioners are usually 
on Tuesdays and City Council and ASUN Senate meetings are on Wednesdays. She 
asked if anyone has any suggestions. 

 

Policy Director Cailles said the best way to get Congressional votes to students is 
through the ASUN Legislature tracker. He said that himself and Policy Analyst Del 
Turco were discussing how often to update the tracker. The determined it would 
need to be updated once a week, maybe more to stay up to date with what’s 
happening. He said it’s also hard to get meeting dates for every committee that’s 
meeting. 
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Director Worrall asked if there were a lot meeting every week. 

 

Policy Director Cailles said there are a lot meeting each week and there are a bunch 
of committees. 

 

Director Worrall said right now they can have a section for the County 
Commission, City Council and what’s on the agenda. She said maybe they can add a 
section for one thing going through Congress that week. She said also add one for 
the bureaucratic services as well. 

 

Policy Director Cailles agreed. 

 

Director Worrall said she neglected to put that on the agenda tabling plan, but they 
should also investigate those. 

 
ii. “What’s on the Agenda?” 

Director Worrall said they put “What’s on the Agenda?” on a whiteboard. She said 
they then put City Council and ASUN Senate up there. Their plan is to have binder 
paper to have people write public comments on to send in. She said they also give 
them locations of meetings and if there is a way to public comment online. She said 
they also pass out their flyers then. She asked if they had any questions or feedback. 

 

Assistant Director Komanduri asked what the issues were for that day. 

 

Director Worrall said they had the City Council on the board. She said the City 
Council trying to pass an ordinance for a shelter village in coordination with 
Northern Nevada Hopes. 

 

Assistant Director Komanduri said she meant what were the problems with using 
the whiteboard today. 

 

Director Worrall said the whiteboard was pretty messed up. She said it blew over a 
couple times and ended up breaking altogether. She said there is a plan to buy a new 
whiteboard. 

 

Policy Director Cailles said that he thinks chalk can get messy and whiteboards are 
easier to use. 

 

Director Worrall said the other problem is a lot of information was on the 
whiteboard, but it was hard to talk to the people about it. 

 
iii. Sponsored Legislation 
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Director Worrall said that the deadline is December 10th for bill draft requests. She 
said she got to meet with Sarah Peters, the Assembly Woman Elect for the 
university district, on Friday. She said that Sarah Peters doesn’t have anyone running 
against her in the election which is why Director Worrall started talking to her about 
these things. Director Worrall said Sarah Peters’ focus is not only on her district, but 
the state, country, and world as well. She said that Sarah Peters also mentioned 
combating climate change with climate change mitigation and adaptation. She said 
that Sarah Peters also talked about creating housing for seniors. Director Worrall 
said that one of the bill draft requests the Department of Legislative Affairs will 
work on with Sarah Peters is on creating the fixed income housing. She said that 
Sarah Peters had a lot of bill draft request ideas, she is only allowed six, so Director 
Worrall was thinking they should tag along with her ideas for bill draft requests and 
then find another sponsor for any legislation ideas they have. Director Worrall asked 
if they investigated any legislation they want to support. 

 

There was no discussion at this time. 

 

Director Worrall said how many bill draft requests each member of the state 
government receives. She said the Committee to Conduct a Study on the Cost and 
Affordability of Higher Education submitted four bill draft requests recently. One 
was for changing the Silver State Opportunity, one changes the requirements for the 
Millennium Scholarship, and another one relates to faculty compensation. She asked 
if there was any discussion. 

 

There was no discussion at this time. 

 

9. REMARKS 
There were no remarks at this time. 

 

10. STAFF REPORT(S) 
Sandra Rodriguez said they have been working on this initiative for nine months, called either 
Deliberative Engagement or Deliberative Conversations. She said last semester they had 
someone from Valley University to come in and train twenty facilitators. They had fifty students 
who came, and the qualitative feedback was amazing. She said the premise of public 
deliberation is to come together in a group of ten students with a facilitator, who is faculty or 
staff, and the goal is to tackle what they call wicked problems. She said when people approach 
wicked problems they do it with their values and cultural perspectives. She said the value in a 
public deliberation is that the discussion is facilitated. She said their first discussion they’re 
going to have is on mental health issues, but they have a platform they work from with four 
options. She said they first come from it with a personal perspective, then a how mental health 
issues impact someone else, then they talk about how it impacts the community. She said it 
brings the problems back to a relational dialogue. She said they partnered with the 
Communication Studies Department. She said on October 2nd at 6 pm they’re going to bring 
together a group of two hundred students and each group will break down the issue of mental 
health. She said their second deliberation will be on October 30th at 6 pm and the focus of that 
one will be safety and justice. She encourages the ASUN members to come to the discussions. 

 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time. 
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12. ADJOURNMENT 
Director Worrall adjourned the meeting at 7:34 pm. 


