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Committee on Oversight 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Friday, September 21st, 2018 at 5:00 pm 
Room #317, Third Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Speaker Martinez called the committee on Oversight meeting to order at 5:00 pm in Room #317, 3rd Floor 
of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Martinez and Senators Collins, Feil, Grant, Hughes, Mata, and McKinney were present.  
 
Senator Alvarez was absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

4. MINUTES 
a. The minutes from August 30st 2018 
b. The September 7th, 2018 

 
There were no minutes at this time.  
 

5. REPORTS 
a. Secretary of the Senate – Andrea Godoy 

Secretary Godoy had no report at this time.  
 

b. Speaker Pro Tempore – Senator Hughes 
Senator Hughes said yesterday was the first intern meeting and it was really exciting. They went 
over basic info for ASUN, so the interns had a better idea for what the internship holds. They also 
reviewed the budget, the services ASUN offers, the ASUN departments, the hierarchy of ASUN, 
and expectations for the internship. There will be another meeting next Thursday at 7 pm. She 
asked that Senators come for the first thirty minutes to meet the interns. She understand that it 
was a little last minute. She planned on changing the meeting time which is why she didn’t 
announce it sooner but the time is now set.  
 
Speaker Martinez suggested she take a list of names of senators that are coming at the Seattle table.  
 

c. Chair, Committee on Academics – Senator Collins 
Senator Collins said last week, the committee discussed the potential of a program called social 
justice scholars. President Jackson brought it to her after finding out some institutions had it. They 
are far from establishing it but she wanted to create a list of questions to contact other universities. 
They’ll use that to create a report for Dr. Mensing to see if they can make it a research project and 
use those funds. They will present to the College of Liberal Arts to see what they thought. They 
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also did senator updates but there weren’t many. This week, there was legislation on the table that 
failed. They had a long discussion on whether all colleges should have the same criteria for Latin 
honors or leave it as it is now with each college having it’s own scale. The resolution was in support 
of making it uniform. President Johnson and other university administration supported making it 
the same. It came to their attention that colleges might have different requirements and grading 
scales. Provost Carman will speak at senate next week on that. Next week, a representative from 
TriBeta will come to talk about the Tiny Beta Science Fair.  
 
Speaker Martinez said there was great discussion from that committee.  
 
Senator McKinney asked Senator Collins to elaborate on what will be presented to the College of 
Liberal Arts.  
 
Senator Collins said it will be a while away, but President Jackson wanted to use funds from 
undergrad research. Right now, most of that money goes to STEM majors since it was easy to do 
research. They want to branch out to include nontraditional research. President Jackson thought 
they can kill two birds with one stone by creating a social justice program that was based on 
research done with the funds from undergrad research. Since social justice fell under the College 
of Liberal Arts, they needed professors from that field to support it and oversee the research.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Grant 
Senator Grant said the committee is doing financial reviews. They have done eight so far and had 
seventeen to go. They were making good progress and should be done by November. Other than 
that, there will be some big budget changes next week.  
 
Speaker Martinez thanked Senator Grant for contacting Director Dubay to come on October 3rd. 
Director Dubay will speak at the next senate meeting, along with Provost Carman.  
 

e. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Feil 
Senator Feil said today at her committee meeting, they discussed Dogfest which was an upcoming 
event next Saturday. ASUN will table and her whole committee will be there. She will send out 
details for how to sign up on GivePulse. The committee also talked about mandatory community 
hours. That is not in their duties but as a Senator, they should be doing it anyways. They decide 
that instead, her committee will hold monthly opportunities for all ASUN officers. For November-
April, one committee member per month will plan something. September will be Dogfest and in 
October, she will come up with a couple of events. Associate Directors Normand and Koeckes 
loved it. They will track this on GivePulse to see who is coming and get data to see if this was a 
viable option. 
 
Senator Mata asked when Dogfest will be. 
 
Senator Feil said September 29th, which was next Saturday. Next week, they will have Logan – who 
benefits from program – and Lark attend senate. It will be casual, and everyone will wear Nevada 
gear. They will swear in Logan as an honorary senator. On Thursday, they will table for the event 
from 11 am – 1 pm outside of the Joe. They can donate through their website, so they will have 
iPads. People from the organization will also be coming with dogs.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked Senator Feil to send an email over the listserv to remind Senators they can 
wear Nevada gear and only Nevada gear at the table. It can’t just be a blue or grey shirt. If they 
don’t have Nevada gear, contact him.  
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f. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator McKinney 

Senator McKinney said there is legislation being worked on and he is doing the doc reviews.  
 
Senator Mata asked what the progress was on making the legislation for gender neutral pronouns.  
 
Senator McKinney said he is going through the doc to make sure they didn’t miss anything. The 
legislation will be written tomorrow and it will hit the table next week.  
 

g. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs – Senator Alvarez 
 

h. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Mata 
Senator Mata said the date for the safety walk will be on October 5th. They will start at Sierra Hall 
and will walk up and down the campus. Senator Mata had the exact route but it was long. If anyone 
wanted to know it, they can email Senator Mata. Senator Mata tried to send a summary of the 
graduation fee increase over the listserv it didn’t work.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked Senator Mata to send it to him and he will forward it.  
 
Senator Mata said the document had a rundown of everything. It explained that the University lost 
$50,000 with graduation, where the money is going, why it was $20, and why even people not 
walking still had to pay. The email also included a bit about anyone with complaints to go to the 
next University Affairs meeting since there will be legislation at the table. If anyone also had a 
statement but couldn’t attend, they can email Senator Mata statements and they will be read into 
the record. They also had former Senator Merkley attend the meeting to talk about how 
multicultural fraternities are not ASUN recognized because they can’t meet the requirements. 
These fraternities are looking for very specific groups of people and still need funding to do 
traditional events. Senator Green will work with Mr. Merkley on that.  
 
Speaker Martinez suggested Senator Mata loop in someone from Clubs and Orgs, specifically Luke 
Bittar. They should also look at old senate agendas to see if this has come up before. He was pretty 
sure it had.  

 
i. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Martinez 

Speaker Martinez said right now, he was planning a training with Secretary Godoy. It will be on 
Halloween. Instead of a meeting, they will do a review on legislation since that seemed to be the 
biggest problem and talk about outreach hours since they are now online. This way they can 
translate that for the next session.  
 
Senator Mata asked if they can dress up for Halloween. 
 
Speaker Martinez said yes since it will not be a formal Senate meeting.  

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business at this time.  
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Governor’s Point of Light  

Senator Mata moved to approve the budget proposal for the Governor’s Point of Light.  
Senator Feil seconded.  
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Speaker Martinez said this was an event that the Center for Student Engagement paid for. They 
bought ten tickets from a promotion they had. Assistant Director Koeckes chairs the committee. 
Since it was regarding civic engagemen, he wanted to send Senator Feil. He did budget for two 
tickets. More than likely, only Senator Feil will be going but the problem was that they don’t know 
if a student could attend even though it was budgeted for. If they don’t send people, they are losing 
money. If they could send another senator, that would be better. Right now, just Senator Feil was 
planned but he hoped to send another if possible. It was a good investment.  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
Motion carried.   

 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Martinez adjourned the meeting at 5:16 pm.  


