
 
Committee on Government Operations 

Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session 
Minutes for Wednesday, September 19th, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 

Joe Crowley Student Union Room 420 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator McKinney called the Committee on Government Operations meeting to order at 9:12 
a.m. in Room 420 on the 3rd floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. There were no presiding 
secretaries. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Senators Burton, Collins, Green, McKinney, and Wilday were present. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time. 

 
4. MINUTES 

There were no minutes at this time. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business at this time. 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. S.B-86. An Act to Increase the Number of Government Relations Interns 
Senator McKinney asked Senator Green to give a synopsis of the bill. He 
mentioned that the bill was on the table last week and the only problem with it 
last week was that it had ten interns instead of six, which did not make sense. 
He talked to Director Worrall and changed it from ten to six.  
 
Senator Green said that what Senator McKinney said was mainly it. The 
department needs more interns so they could run their events without having to 
dip into the programming interns and other department interns. He said ten 
was a little too much, but six is pretty reasonable. 
 
Senator Burton asked if Director Worrall had said what she would use those 
interns for, like what jobs those interns would get. 
 
Senator Green responded with Director Worrall said she would leave that at the 
discretion of the assistant director. The biggest thing is that since it is an  
election year, they are trying to put together these big events on campus. They 
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would want ballot measures in one section, candidate forms in another, and 
different things going on all around and four people are not going to be able to 
do that in one day. Other than interns, they need other people to analyze policy 
and a bunch of different things. 
 
Senator Collins said that she gets there is going to be a lot of projects and 
events that the department will be putting on and they need volunteers, but 
what is wrong with just asking for volunteers from Senate instead of getting six 
interns just to help put on projects.  
Senator McKinney said his opinion on that is that this would be coming from 
the pool of interns that were not selected from every other branch, so those 
people are still out there and eager for the organization, so he feels like giving 
this chance to do something. Since this would be the first time it is happening, 
they can analyze and see if six is too much, but currently they do not know and 
they do not know what Director Worrall is going to do with the department. 
 
Senator Burton said that since the motion has not been made, he motions to 
favorably recommend the bill. 
 
Senator Wilday seconded the motion.      
 
There was no further discussion. All were in favor, and the motion passed. 

 
b. S.B-86. An Act to Update the SAS for the Department of Legislative 

Affairs 
Senator Burton moved to favorably recommend the bill. 
 
Senator Wilday seconded. 
 
Senator McKinney started the discussion. He said it was just Director 
Worrall coming to him and they sat down and talked about the SAS. The 
only problem he has with it is they wanted to change the projects 
coordinator to student outreach director. Senator McKinney said he 
understood, but Dr. Beatty came to him and said there were a lot of 
directors in the department of legislative affairs and it did not make any 
sense in the mindset that the policy director and the projects director are 
above the assistant director, which they go by pay scale and that is why 
they are named a certain way. Dr. Beatty gave the example that it is like if 
Speaker Martinez made every senator the speaker pro-tempore. Senator 
McKinney said they should move the bill to Senate, have Worrall explain, 
and then amend it at the table there. 
 
Senator Collins said her only concern is that if they do bring it to Senate 
and they amend it there, what were they going to amend it to if not 
everyone is going to be a director. 
 
Senator Burton said they can change it to student outreach coordinator 
and it would just be under a different tier for pay. He said that would be 
another issue that if they have a student outreach director that gets paid 
the same as a director, which is about $17.50 an hour, and that person is 
not doing a lot like an actual policy or projects director is doing, it would 
have to fall under a different tier of pay. Senator Burton then asked if 
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they could do amendments there prior to going to the table. 
 
Senator McKinney said they could if that was something the table would 
want to do. 
 
Senator Collins asked if instead of amendments, they could give 
suggestions if it goes to Senate. 
 
Senator McKinney said that when it goes to Senate, he will give his 
presentation and say the committee favorably recommend it with the few 
things they would like to discuss with the senators. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
All were in favor, the motion passed. 
 

c. S.B. 86- An Act to Add Exemptions for Faculty Advisors For Clubs and 
Organizations 
Senator Burton moved to favorably recommend the bill.  
 
Senator Collins seconded.  
 
Senator Burton asked if Senator Grant had given Senator McKinney anything on the 
bill. 
 
Senator McKinney said that he talked to Senator Grant and Director Bittar and there 
were currently only full time faculty could be advisors for clubs and organizations. 
Director Bittar said that with his experience in clubs and organizations, there are 
faculty members that are part time that are better fit for serving as the advisors for 
some clubs and organizations. What would be amended to the SAS is based on 
expertise considered for the Center of Student Engagement and Director of Clubs and 
organizations. It has been brought up that it is very vague - expertise can have many 
meanings - but they could leave that up to Director Bittar to interpret or they can try to 
interpret that themselves.  
 
Senator Collins said she liked the concept of allowing part time faculty to get involved, 
but if it goes to Senate, they would have to change the wording because it says that for 
clubs and organizations, a full time faculty member is required. Then later on it says 
that exemptions are made based on expertise. The wording would need to be edited. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
All were in favor of favorably recommending the bill. The motion was passed. 

 
d. Senator Updates 

Senator McKinney said that he did not need updates from everyone, but to 
keep in mind that the committee will be efficient. He asked them to send him 
their opinions and what they would like because at the next meeting, he would 
be assigning each senator to a department and to have a meeting with said 
department by two weeks. If they wanted a certain department, they would 
need to reach out to him. Senator McKinney then asked if there were any 
updates. 
 
Senator Wilday asked if there were no exceptions to changing the time because 
if there were, it would suck because she is committed to the committee. 
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Senator McKinney said that he understood and if they would like, they could 
discuss it then or talk about it when it is off minutes. It was the best time that 
would fit the majority of people, however.  
 
There were no further updates. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time. 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator McKinney adjourned the Committee on Government Operations meeting at 9:23 a.m. 



 

 


	1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
	4. MINUTES
	5. OLD BUSINESS
	There was no old business at this time.
	7. PUBLIC COMMENT
	8. ADJOURNMENT
	Senator McKinney adjourned the Committee on Government Operations meeting at 9:23 a.m.

