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Committee on Civic Engagement 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  
Minutes for Friday, May 11th, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.  

Joe Crowley Student Union Room 317 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Called the meeting to order on Friday, May 11th, at 10:00 AM in room 317 of the Joe Crowley 
Student Union. Presiding Secretary, Kaitie Christensen.  

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Chair Feil and Senators Collins, Green, Hudson, McKinney, and Rogers were present.  
Senator Amaya was absent excused.  
Senators Clemons, and Yeghiayan were absent unexcused.  
A quorum was present.  

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time 
 

4. MINUTES 
The committee will consider the approval of the minutes from April 27th, 2018. The committee 
will discuss the minutes from April 27th, 2018 and may choose to amend or edit the minutes. 
Upon conclusion of the discussion the committee may choose to approve the minutes. 
Senator Hudson moved to approve the minutes from April 27th, 2018 
Seconded by Senator McKinney 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 
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6. NEW BUSINESS 
Meet with Director Koeckes from the Office of Service Learning and Civic 
Engagement 
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Director Koeckes said she was at the Center for Student Engagement, but that is an office 
they should talk with as well. It was nice to see them. She was Dr. Beattie’ counterpart 
on programs and services. She was here after talking with Claudia. She wanted to share 
what they were doing and answer questions to move forward. She had handouts. Not 
everyone liked handouts. This is their model around civic enveagemetn and what they 
do at the center for student engagement. In the middle she wanted to talk about 
democratic civic engagement. A lot of work that you see from CSE is in this area. On 
the back are definitions of those areas. When she does presentations to classes, she does 
a definition and an example. She wanted to talk about the different areas of community 
service that they are focusing on and examples. If you flip back to the model side, in the 
four corners are definitions for human dignity and cocreation of knowledge with 
community to understand the larger community picture. Everyone is working together 
for those goals. This is a blueprint. The next handout isn’t full. They work with Pack 
Provisions and lot and that is an important civic engagement component. They give 
food and supplies to students, faculty, and staff, and have volunteers in that window. 
They give back to the community and run the mobile Mondays and give out produce on 
the second Mondays in semesters. A big part is Give pulse. ASUN purchased the 
software they use the platform for. They are still paying for it and they help to manage 
the day to day. One thing they talked about was they wanted to pick a platform where 
impacts were legit. They do the oversight to make sure people aren’t putting in their 
own hours and approving them, so they have to question if it was a mistake. They work 
it out to see what is going on, or they have pending impacts because a community 
partner hasn’t approved them. They get a co-curricular transcript from the university. 
They also approve events and they want to work with community partners that offer 
impactful volunteer opportunities. She didn’t want them to be shredding paper or doing 
work they should be paid for. They want a volunteer to have an enriching experience 
and to learn about the community. She had to question an event that wasn’t enriching 
for the students, so they review those events and have those conversations. They send 
weekly emails with give pulse and they have 9000 users. They offer trainings for club 
leaders. Community partners, you would think it was as easy as putting them on Give 
pulse; the university is concerned with risk and wants to make sure that students are not 
at risk. She has to do a cite visit for the university and go to each of the partners and see 
what they will be doing to make sure they have insurance. This form had to be filled out 
to answer questions and to make sure they aren’t working at midnight alone somewhere, 
especially when they talk about youth. Some of you were at Mt. Rose. Never be alone 
with children. She talks through those risks with community partners. That’s why there 
are 200 partners but only 50 on give pulse because she wanted to have safe and 
enriching experiences. They had to meet some of the objectives. When they first started 
they tried to do quantity and then they realized they needed to do quality. They check in 
with them and talk with community partners to make sure they provide. She looked for 
signature events or things they are planning. A lot of them have dates. This could be 
some great collaboration if you are interested in. Gabby is adopting the poll for the 
primaries and the general election, they will need volunteers for this new initiative. The 
programming board does paint the N. Last year there were maybe 700 people. That was 
the first time they got people on Give pulse. It’s an opt-in system. Not all freshman are 
in it. They know if they can get them in there they can hook them to something. They 
were going crazy trying to get everyone signed up.  
 
Senator Feil said was there a way to make it opt out 
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Director Koeckes said not right now. Someone would have to activate their account and 
their emergency contact information. You have to get people to go to it. There are 
different events in here. Mobile Monday are coming up, September 11th, Constitution 
Day, Pack the Park is the philanthropy event. ASUN has adopted Dick Taylor park on 
Valley Road. Brandon Boone moved towards that as chair. Their goal was to clean that 
park three times a year and clean another park. They look to them to fulfil that. Last year 
they had pack the park at Rancho San Rafael and this year they will do it at Dick Taylor. 
This year they will do something at the Community Center and they will open up the 
pool to swimming and to dogs. This philanthropy event started with a girl, Cheryl, who 
had a canine companion for independence. She will answer any questions. They turn to 
a lot of you to help and figure out your part. They do a recognition program. She had 
another handout. They created a visual flow chart for recognition programs. When they 
launched Give pulse, they said let’s do a 100-hour challenge. This fall and spring was the 
first time they could issue it. They said you had to do 1000 hours within a calendar year. 
They issued some certificates and then found out that the State of Nevada has a 
recognition certificate for 200 hours. They are the verifier for the state to confirm 
student participation. That is based in hours. This other side is still being explored. 
There is one from the president’s office that does a volunteer award – they haven’t 
explored that one yet. The lifetime one is 4000 hours. Their goal was to do recognition 
programs. It says that on the back. There is also another one passed on narrative. They 
started the silver paw award – it was submission based. Richard Bryan, who has the 
statue, he donated money to that award and that’s a 1000 dollar award for Silver Paw 
Winners. The other one that is new, the governor’s Points of Light, is another narrative 
based one. They began in 2001 to honor various areas. The award categories are 
nonprofit and community organization, volunteer manager, and individual awards. 
President Jackson and her attended this event last fall in Las Vegas and they saw that 
there was no youth award. They started talking to people and now this year they are 
offering a youth award. It’s 21 and under, but she thinks for college students it should 
be 23. It’s open this month. She needs help with nominations. IF they don’t provide 
nominations they won’t keep the award. Her goal was to submit at least 2-3 nominations 
in this category if you know people. The Silver Paw Winners were juniors, seniors, and 
graduate students. She wanted some good nominations for the youth award. You can 
see their criterion. This is a way they can have all of you and the work that students do 
be recognized state wide. She told Claudia that they can’t dominate it so they are 
working with UNLV.  
 
Senator Feil said she would love it if everyone could think of people. She thought of 
Vanessa instantly. She might be 22. Keep that in mind for next meeting and they will 
write some stuff.  
 
Senator Rogers said she was 21 
 
Senator Feil said she was a junior 
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Director Koeckes said that was why she thought 23 was better. She can send all this 
electronically. Those are the recognition programs. Gabby is working on voting and so it 
legislative affairs. They will get people to register and get people to the polls. They are 
registering high schoolers to vote and got over 800. The schools just can’t handle all 
those pieces. They did Elect Her in the fall. There are sessions on how the government 
works. They are part of a larger study, NSLVE, of data to compare voting and 
registration rates. In 2012 vs 2016, they only do the presidential elections, they had an 
increase in students turning out to vote. It can show them how to concentrate on people 
who are not voting. All their practices are informed by studies, research, or other things 
that are going on. If you don’t know, they have a 25 passenger connect shuttle. The 
policies are laid out. IT can be used for civic engagement close by and they provide free 
transportation. A lot of people forget or don’t know. She would like it to get used more. 
They also look for volunteer group leaders with students who are trained facilitators. 
That’s a program they are still trying to build so that people are out in the community. 
They are doing campus-wide dialogue. This last year they did their first one on 
immigration. They are partnering with the communications department and will have 
student facilitators lead dialogue. The dialogue is nation wide about having 
conversations about hard issues. You don’t see those on the dates yet, they will be 
added. Assessment is a key part of everything, they have learning outcomes and goals for 
programs. That is what is going on in the backend of civic engagement in the last two to 
three years. They have a coordinator position, they are looking to fill it. That person will 
do this day to day stuff. One of their goals was to be the example and lead by example. 
She would love to give them all certificates at the end of the semester to show that they 
lead by example, as well as one of the things they talked about; the power of influence in 
their social networks and to pass on this information to others. That is leading by 
example and telling peers that you registered to vote or volunteered. Those are powerful 
things and you are setting the example for others and raising the bar to show that you 
can do well in school and have a social life and be involved in civic engagement.  
 
Senator Feil said she and Senator McKinney attended the civic engagement breakfast. 
She calculated it and you only need 25 more hours to get to 100 hours. Last year they 
had five people who got to the goal. This is a great way to lead by example. She wanted 
to ask Director Koeckes, for volunteer group leaders, could they get involved in that 
since they will be volunteering through give pulse.  
 
Director Koeckes said yes, they had to get positions figured out. IT was leading 
questions and reflections through groups. They can figure that out and then they will be 
trained facilitators, even if they are doing it with their own groups and clubs.  
 
Senator Feil said while Director Koeckes is here, she wanted to go over the iLead 
conference. She met with Commissioner Fulmer to talk about the service component. 
Their goal was to have a large, catchy service event that all the clubs and leaders go to 
after iLead. They wanted to build a house or something really cool. She loved that but it 
wasn’t viable or inclusive of all the organizations, but Director Koeckes had a great idea. 
Greek the Streets was a city-wide cleanup. She wanted to have a large clean up to work 
with Habitat for Humanity and help people clean up or clean up their house while you 
paint the walls. Wes said it would be 250 people to 500 that he was shooting for. Habitat 
for Humanity looks for skills, but everyone can help clean up and have conversations 
with people that live there. She would love to work more on that. Were there any 
questions or suggestions.  
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Director Koeckes said iLead was September 29th 
 
Senator Feil said they still had lots of time for ideas or suggestions.  
 
Senator McKinney said was anyone else working on this project 
 
Senator Feil said she thought he was the liaison but the entire commission was working 
on it 
 
Senator McKinney said he didn’t know when they met 
 
Senator Feil said she didn’t know, she would talk to Bittar to have him come in and talk 
to them 
 
Director Koeckes said one of the things she wanted to point tout was the Nevada State 
Volunteer Day on October 5th. Las Vegas does a clean up day every year. They talked 
with the North via Nevada Volunteers, the statewide commission, and wanted to make 
this a statewide day. She didn’t know much except the date. They were going to put 
together a committee on this day and she wanted to make a state-wide committee. They 
were looking for Las Vegas and Reno to spearhead it. It was coming from the statewide 
commission on service.  
 
Senator Feil said today they would decide project heads.  
 
Director Koeckes said she had one more handout they had to fill out. If you would 
volunteer in the school district this year in anyway, you have to fill out a volunteer form. 
It only lasts in the system for one year. If you are thinking about it, or doing 
presentations to student councils, you have to have this form filled out 
 
Senator Rogers said do they still do fingerprinting 
 
Director Koeckes said not right now. They just do a search in a database by your name. 
Get these back and they will send them to Washoe County School District. You have to 
fill out the last double-sided page and provide a copy of their drivers’ license. They said 
to do it on a whole piece of paper because they had to scan them in. They can get those 
processed and they can put them in the office. If you are going to help register high 
schoolers, they need this filled out. Her office was right by Dr. Beattie. She was looking 
forward to the year. She wanted to hear feedback, Give pulse, and recognition systems. 
She wanted to know what they wanted and what she saw and could pass on.  
 
Senator Feil said they were their own greatest resource. Let Director Koeckes know 
feedback. She bugs Director Koeckes all the time and encouraged them to.  
 
Director Koeckes said it’s not bugging, they pay her to do that. This was her 15th year 
here and she loved it. She would love to come to more meetings to see what they are up 
to.  
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a. Go over ILead Conference 
The Committee will brainstorm ideas for the Civic Engagement Event for the ILead 
Conference. Club Commissioner Fullmer will come and present on ILead.   

b. Planning Service Palooza, Wolf Pack Reading Week, and Beta Science Fair 
Senator Feil said these were the three big events of Civic engagement. She didn’t really 
want to go onto details in them yet, but she wanted to assign project heads, or a person 
to be the lead. She will be there every step of the way, but she was looking for liaisons.  
Service Palooza was when all the community partners showed up to help people get 
involved. She wanted this to be big and exciting. This was a large push for freshmen and 
first year students 
 
Dr. Beattie said it goes back four years but it was only big the last two years. Originally it 
was in the Rotunda and like four partners and 12 students showed up. Brandon Boone 
took it over and got 46 community partners there. They started to partner with taste of 
reno. Then Dennis Green got 54 community partners there, his goal was to beat 
Brandon Boon. The big complaint was that they had lots of students but no one talked 
to the community partners. Last year civic engagement came up with a voucher system, 
where students had to get three partners to stamp their card before they could get food. 
That worked really well, but they only had 16 or 18 partners because they had a bad 
experience two years ago. They need to get partners to come back and then find a 
balance between partners and students. It needs to be planned well and advertised. If 
they could advertise in June that would be awesome.  
 
Senator Feil said she wanted to work with Director Lensche to market. She wanted to 
start it early. Did anyone want to be a project head? 
 
Senator Rogers said could it be more than one 
 
Senators Hudson and Rogers volunteered 
 
Senator Feil said their next big vent was Wolf Pack Reading Week. You go to schools 
and read books. Last year the students came here and did a tour and then the mascots 
came.  
 
Senator McKinney said he would 
 
Senator Feil said they also had the Beta science fair and worked with Academics.  
 
Senator Collins said she didn’t get to go last year, but Cammie was going to talk to her 
about that.  
 
Senator Feil said next meeting they will go into specifics. There will be more project 
heads. She will meet with everyone separately.  

c. Discuss Civic Engagement Opportunity with the Math Center 
Senator Feil said she was excited for this. Attorney General Moore talked about this at 
the last meeting. The Math Center budget didn’t get cut, but they asked for 10,000 
dollars for civic engagement outreach to middle schoolers. Their event was called pizza 
and pendulums. Last year they worked with Washoe County Gate and came to the 
university and they build pendulums and ate pizza. It cost about 1000 dollars and was 50 
dollars per pendulum, but the rest was pizza and supplies. With budget cuts and low 
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enrollment, they couldn’t allocate $10,000. She met with Danielle from the math center, 
and she had lots of great ideas like Cookies, Cubes, and Cupcakes, or Hot Dogs and Pie 
and they drop hot dogs from far away and calculate the pi value. They had all these great 
ideas but didn’t have the resources. She met with her and explained that they can’t 
donate money but they can work with them to get food or sponsorships. These events 
are more fall so they have to time to work with them. She wanted to work with 
Programming to see how they can use their resources. She would love to have someone 
be a project head for this and meet with her and Danielle. She won’t be here over 
summer and was looking for someone to be a project head 
 
Senator Green would be a project head.  
 

d. Senator Updates 
Senator Feil said she asked them all to have an event or idea for this term. She wanted to 
have events that reached nontraditional students 
 
Senator McKinney said one of their first meetings, they wanted to lead by example. He 
wanted to ignite that same thing with Clubs and Orgs. He looked into volunteer 
opportunities and found music teachers for underprivileged children. He wasn’t a 
musician, but they had music therapy club, so he was thinking about being a liaison 
between clubs to ignite a spark within them. HE was talking to Quintin Overholser, he 
has been in legislative affairs for a really long time, and he said he used the shuttle 
program. He wanted to set up meetings with Director Walberg.  
 
Senator Hudson said her idea was instead of service, a fundraising thing because when 
they went over the budget they had little money. A fun and cheap event would be 
something like a color run. They could work with programming and say that in order to 
participate they had to sign up for give pulse.  
 
Senator Rogers said she wanted to go back to partnering with students in Washoe and 
Carson, to not only go to their leadership orientation but also to go to the classrooms 
and show them who they are. She was also thinking of getting food mail boxes around 
campus and downtown. You have to get the ticket someone and grab food. They can 
partner with St. Josephs or the food pantry to have them help stock it and they can fund 
it, but that way it can also be used for the homeless. 
 
Senator Collins said she had three goals and they all coincide with academics. They 
already discussed the Beta Science Fair. Her second one was doing a research fair or 
network night where you get all the research labs on campus and have booths in the 
ballrooms for students to walk around and talk to professors and labs to help students 
build connections and get into labs. Her last one, last semester, she was in a service 
learning class through honors, and she had the opportunity to do community service 
with the discovery museum. She is always getting emails about partnering with UNR.  
 
Senator Rogers said they could partner with a few nonprofits to get little motor homes 
for the homeless, but for university students with professional clothes, etc. to prepare 
students with professional attire.  
 
Senator Hudson said Business Student Council was working on a profession closet. 
They were going to get professional clothes donated and teach skills for interviews.  
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Senator Feil said Chief of Staff Dutcher was thinking about that too.  
 
Senator McKinney said he wasn’t sure how it would look, but he wanted to be known 
for the committee that creates a new tradition. HE was thinking about how the events 
change and become better each year. He wanted to create a wholesome event for the 
future 
 
Senator Feil said they could create infrastructure for the community later on. She was 
working with Former Senator Flangas. That was a great idea.  
 
Senator Hudson said as far as marketing goes, she was tackling social media. If they were 
doing things, did they have to have permission to take pictures 
 
Senator Feil said she talked about it with Director Koeckes. A few years ago, the 
different departments were excited to get involved in social media and nothing was 
universal. There was already an ASUN outreach Instagram. Instead of starting a new 
one, she would rather support that one. They already have one developed with 
followers, so they need to just promote that one. 
 
Dr. Beattie said if you have kids at an event you can’t take pictures of them, such as the 
science fair. Generally it’s okay if students are participating on something on campus. 
ASUN has their social media already. Senate doesn’t need their own Instagram. IF they 
can stick to the current social media they can get the most traffic and get the message 
out. 
 
Senator Feil said she and Director Koeckes thought it would be sporadic.  
 
Senator Green said his idea for an event was to put on a zero-waste BBQ and partner 
with local groups like Reno Rot Riders. He was in contact with Reno Rot Riders and 
one of the things they do is residential composting services and doing it at discounted 
rates for students. Holding a zero-waste event and having people talk about their 
services, there are a lot of opportunities to bring them in and make students aware.  
 
Senator Feil said she would send out a large email with everything they talked about. 
Asked for hands who would be present during the summer. They would have informal 
and agendized meetings because Amaya would be here to hold the meetings. They might 
have meetings twice enough because these events are during the fall so she wanted to 
utilize the break to plan events and work with programming. She was going to a 
conference in June with Dr. Beattie, Director Koeckes, President Jackson, Speaker 
Martinez, Speaker Pro Tempore Hughes, and it was a civic engagement conference in 
Anaheim. She would debrief on that afterwards. President Jackson would be presenting. 
She would do a poll for their meetings for next semester. Friday at noon was the biggest 
turnout.  
 
Senator Hudson said she had class 
 
Senator Feil said they would try to figure that out. She would let them know when the 
meeting would be.  

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment to be heard at this time.  
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 am.  
 

9. NOTES. 
Unless otherwise marked by an asterisk, all items are action items upon which the Senate may 
take action. ASUN supports providing equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. 
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons 
desiring to attend the meeting. Please call the Speaker of the ASUN at (775) 784-6589 in 
advance so that arrangements may be conveniently made. 
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