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1. CONVENING OF THE EIGHTY-SIXTH SESSION OF THE SENATE 

Senate Secretary Godoy convened the Eighty-Sixth Session of the Senate at 5:34 PM on Wednesday, April 
18th, 2018 in Ballroom C, Fourth Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretaries Andrea 
Godoy and Zachary Jacoby and Legislative Clerk Brooke Hansen. 
 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 
a. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
3. ASCERTAINMENT OF QOURUM 

Secretary Godoy said: Senator-elects, this is the day fixed by the Constitution of the Associated Students 
of the University of Nevada for the meeting of the 86th Senate as the law directs, I, Secretary of the Senate, 
have prepared the official roll of the Senator-elects. I have received certificates of election covering the 20 
seats in the 86th Senate and the names of those person whose credentials show that they were elected as 
Senators in accordance with the laws of the Associated Students and the Constitution. The Senator-elects 
will respond to their names during the roll call. The Legislative Clerk, Brooke Hansen, will call the roll 
alphabetically by last name. 
 
Senator-Elects Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes, 
Loveland, Martinez, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday were present. 
 
Legislative Clerk Hansen said: The quorum call discloses that 20 Senator-elects have responded to their 
name. A quorum is present. 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Senate Secretary Godoy said: First, I would like to remind the Senator-elects that they can make a motion 
to move an agenda item around at any time during the course of the meeting. Also, I would like to welcome 
all persons in the gallery and remind you that you are guests of the Senate and any manifestation of approval 
or disapproval of the proceedings or other audible conversation is in violation of the Rules of the Senate. 
Continued willful disruption of the proceedings may result in removal from the Ballroom. To inform the 
Senator-elects, when you are speaking into the microphone, please hold the button down for the duration 
of your speech. Additionally, I want to inform the body that after administering the Oaths of the ASUN 
President and Vice President, we will continue with the election of the Speaker and the Oaths to the Speaker 
and Senators. Before speaking, please state your first and last name and your respective college. Is there 
any Public Comment at this time? 
 
Former President Teixeira and Former Vice President Atienza said congratulations to all of the Senate-
elects and told them to run for chair positions this evening. They said that making your voice heard and 
sharing your opinion on chair candidates is also very important. They ended by saying that the senators 
always have the option to reach out to support stuff if they ever need help. 
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Dr. Beattie said congratulations to the senators on making it to their inauguration night. He shared that 
tonight will be a trial run and that if the senators needed any help, they could speak to Secretary Godoy or 
himself. He then told the senators to approach their position this year with integrity.  
 
Secretary Godoy said: Seeing no further Public Comment, we shall continue with the agenda.  
 

5. INAUGURAL CEREMONIES 
Secretary Godoy said: I shall now give the floor to Chief Justice Samuel Bruketta who will administer the 
oath to the Office of the President and the oath to the Office of the Vice President. 
 
Chief Justice Bruketta called up President-Elect Hannah Jackson. President Jackson was sworn in to office. 
 
Chief Justice Bruketta called up Vice-President Elect Carissa Bradley. Vice-President Bradley was sworn 
into office.  
 
President Jackson and Vice-President Bradley signed oaths into office.  
 

6. ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER 
Senate Secretary Godoy said: Pursuant to law and precedent, the next order of business is the election of 
the Speaker of the Senate for the 86th Senate. The main duties of Speaker of the Senate shall be to:  

- Act as the signing authority for all accounts under control of the Senate 
- Administer oaths and affirmations  
- Produce the agenda and call meetings of the Senate  
- Direct the Senate to maintain proper decorum  
- Vote in matters of business where a vote would be decisive 
- Sign all Acts of the Senate  

To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate the Honorable [LAST NAME] to be Senate 
Speaker.  
 
Senator-Elect Green nominated Senator-Elect Martinez as Speaker. 
Senator-Elect Martinez accepted. 
 
Senate Secretary Godoy said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. The nominees 
for the Office of the Speaker each will be allowed up to ten minutes to make a presentation before the 
Senate. Legislative Clerk Hanson will be keeping time and will give the nominee a five minute and one 
minute warning. At the conclusion of each presentation, each Senator-elect may pose questions to the 
nominee. The question and answer portion will be limited to ten minutes as well. Legislative Clerk Hanson 
will be keeping time and give the floor a five minute and one minute warning. When all nominees are 
completed, the voting for Speaker will commence by roll call vote. While it is the customary practice that 
nominees for the Office of Speaker are not present in the Ballroom during the consideration of the other 
nominees and during the vote, pursuant to the Nevada Open Meeting Law and the parliamentary authority, 
the Senate may not require the nominees to leave the Ballroom during the consideration of the nominees. 
Also, each Senator-elect is entitled to cast a vote for Speaker. Without objection, the nominees will be 
recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. The following have been nominated for 
the Office of the Speaker. The Honorable Martinez, a Senator-Elect from the College of Liberal Arts. All 
nominees have been placed in nomination.  
 
Senator Elect Martinez gave his speech as follows: “Before me; I see campus leaders, future lawyers, 
doctors, nurses, business owners, artists, scientists, future State Senators. Before me; I see the 86th Session 
of the Associated Students of the University of Nevada. Before you; I hope you see me, Anthony Martinez, 
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a unique candidate running for the office of Speaker of the Senate. I am a proud College of Liberal Arts 
student Pursuing degrees in Political Science and International Affairs. And this past year, I had the 
opportunity to serve not only as a Senator, but as the Speaker Pro Tempore of the 85th Session. Where I 
facilitated discussion as well as educate legislative interns on the foundation and structure of ASUN. It was 
in this position that I discovered a passion for passing my knowledge and experiences. On to make the 
leaders of tomorrow that much better at creating change. So, I stand here today with a similar objective – 
to make you all the best representatives that you can be. Ensuring that this Senate session maintains integrity 
in our goals and in our mission to represent the students to the finest of our ability. Before me; sits 18 
individuals who ran on platforms to not only better their respective colleges but, the University and 
Association as a whole. First, WE must understand what it means to be a part of this Association, and how 
as elected officials WE are the body and voice of the people. The 19 of us- including myself- sit here and 
represent 18,000 students. We may not meet every single one of them, yet what we can do...NO… What 
we must do is empower and uphold missions and projects that equip our constituents to be well-rounded, 
informed, and civically engaged citizens of the near future. To best equip our students, the idea of outreach 
becomes vital. With the new implementation of outreach hours of the 86th session. Leads us now to be 
required to go into classrooms, clubs and participate in events where we can interact with students. Which 
will not only gain provision on our own ideas but help us learn of new ones. As Speaker, I want to aid you 
in student outreach by outreaching to campus leaders myself. I would continue, bringing in university 
employees, deans, professors and so on. To demonstrate to you, I am also outreaching and, that I am a 
source at your hands ready to connect you with these individuals. Again, this will be a learning process for 
most of us since, it is now unique to the Association. Nonetheless, engaging with students to understand 
how to enhance their time here at the University, will be a gift to us, like no other. And an excellent present 
to the university, to prepare for the future. Secondly, as Speaker, I want to be as accessible to all of you, as 
you all should be to your constituents. Acting as a resource as well as an accountability check. Before you; 
I have provided a sheet, which illustrates just a few ways to hold me accountable as Speaker of the Senate. 
As well as give you an insight, as to how I plan to hold myself accountable. A point you do not see on the 
sheet, is how I plan to hold you all accountable. Sitting on the committee of oversight, taught me the 
importance of not only ensuring your senators are following through with their duties. But that the Chairs 
are also being held to this standard of importance. Utilizing the committee on Oversight, which is chaired 
by the Speaker, has the ability to set the tone for the Senate. In which I plan for it to echo, throughout 
these ballrooms and beyond. Having One-on-Ones with chairs to collaborate on ideas, inform me of their 
inner workings and communicate any concerns they may have of projects or senator involvement. Ensuring 
that I am not over barring yet, holding you all accountable for your duties as I would hope, you will hold 
me to mine. Thirdly, I hope to create an environment where you all can collaborate with one another. As 
well as the rest of ASUN and student leaders outside of the Association. Instances include working with 
clubs to create a science fair, having weekly meetings with your dean, or talking with RHA in creating a 
“cocoa and constituents”. AND let’s be honest, internships were a platform nearly all of ran on at one 
point. So, why not work with senators who already have substantial internship programs within their 
college. Again, this concept of teamwork will not only be valuable but encouraged. This year will also be 
unique for the Association since, we will be in our terms during an active legislative session. When 
communicating with the previous Director of Legislative Affairs, Veronica Charles, who oversaw the 
Department of Legislative Affairs, during an active legislative session. She had informed me of the 
importance of collaboration with the department. As it is not only a branch of the Association but, a tool 
for outreach to our local community. Senate should be considering what concepts we’d like to adopt at the 
State legislature, on behalf of our constituents. Then we’d bring it to the Department of Legislative Affairs 
to work out any flaws and prepare for the next piece. As Speaker and, with the collaboration of Senate. We 
will be constructing new pieces of legislation that can be heard at the State level. Creating legislation that 
not only benefits our constituents but the institution, and local community. As Speaker, I hope to expand 
your initiatives and ideas, to get involved with our State legislators. I do not want you to think smaller, I 
want you to think bigger, and the positive impact you can make in our community. I would like for you to 
all note; your ideas are brilliant. Yes, some of them may need some adjustments and other goals may not 
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be in our control. Nonetheless, they are still brilliant and, the people next to you. Will help illuminate the 
path you’ll need to go to next. In order to be successful in your goals and amendments to them. The people 
next to you should also be your greatest assets and resources. The people next to you will teach you an 
abundance. Not only about the Association but, about yourself. Blane Merkley, you already taught me 
sometimes, a cutting board and an apple are necessary to get my point across. Thank you. Mika Alvarez, 
you taught me it’s okay to make myself vulnerable, so people are able to understand where I’m coming 
from. Thank you. Speaker Jackson, SORRY, Madam President Jackson. You taught me that Speakers have 
the ability, to come from all backgrounds. Thank you. The 18 of you before me. Meeting with you all, even 
if it was for a split second. Fostered this speech. Your actions TO YOU, may have been a simple 
conversation. Yet TO ME, your ideas, actions, and glow. Reignited my passion to hopefully serve you all 
as the next Speaker of the Senate. Thank you. Before I conclude, I’d like to reiterate the objectives I have 
stated in my speech thus far but, they have the capability to go further. 1. Serve as a resource and facilitator 
for outreach and student engagement. 2. Empower unity and build integrity into our senate session. and 3. 
Promote Inner branch collaboration throughout the Association and University. Finally, coming into these 
ballrooms today, we had to pass a quote engraved on the walls. An exact quote I passed, when I entered 
these ballrooms as a senator for the 85th session. It reads, "The next Comstock Lode is not in the mines 
of Nevada; it is in the minds of Nevadans."-Milt Glick. Before me; I see those Nevadans. Before me; I see 
18 senators ready to create change on this campus. Before you: I hope you see me, Anthony Martinez, a 
qualified candidate for Speaker of the Senate. Ready to empower you all… to make those goals a reality. 
Thank you. 
 
Senate Secretary Godoy moved into questions and answers. 

 
Senator-Elect Mata asked if Senator-Elect Martinez planned on enacting a mandatory rule for senators to 
speak at the table. 
 
Senator-Elect Martinez stated that he plans to encourage senators to speak at the able, but he does not plan 
to enact a mandatory rule to force senators to speak. 
 
Senator-Elect Burton stated that Senator-Elect Martinez is a busy individual and asked how he planned on 
making the Association a priority.  
 
Senator-Elect Martinez stated that the Association and the position of Speaker comes first. 
 
Senator-Elect Hudson asked what integrity means to you. 
 
Senator-Elect Martinez shared that integrity is doing the right thing behind closed doors. He also stated 
that integrity is returning with honor to the Senate chambers.  

 
Senate Secretary Godoy stated that there were no further questions and that the senate would move into a 
general debate on the candidates for the position of Speaker. 
 
       Senator-Elect Martinez left the room at 6:01 PM. 
 
Senator-Elect Hughes shared that everyone time she reached out to Senator Martinez during the 85th 
session, he prioritized her concerns and made it a point to respond to her questions. She believes that 
Senator-Elect Martinez will be a great source of reference in the position of Speaker.  
 
Senate Secretary Godoy said: There being no further debate, we have concluded and the roll call vote will 
now be called. Those responding to their names will indicate by the last name of the nominee of their 
choice. 
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A roll call vote was taken: 
Martinez: Senator-Elects Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson,  

     Hughes, Loveland, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, Wilday 
Abstentions: none 

Senator-Elect Martinez was elected Speaker of the Eighty-Sixth Session of the Senate. 
 

       Senator-Elect Martinez entered the room at 6:07 PM. 

7. ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS TO SPEAKER AND SENATORS 
Senate Secretary Godoy administered the oath to Speaker Martinez and welcomed Speaker Martinez. 
 
Speaker Martinez administered the oaths to the senators. He stated that he was seeking a motion to recess 
until 6:15 PM and reconvene in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers.  
 
Senator Amaya moved to recess until 6:15 PM and reconvene in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers. 
Senator Hudson seconded the motion.  
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
Motion carried.  
 
Speaker Martinez said the Senate will reconvene in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers at 6:15 PM.  
 

8. ELECTION OF THE SENATE OFFICERS 
a. Speaker Pro Tempore 

Speaker Martinez recalled the meeting to order at 6:15 PM in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 
3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretaries, Andrea Godoy and Zachary 
Jacoby and Legislative Clerk Brooke Hansen.  
 
Senators Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes, 
Loveland, Martinez, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday were present.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: We will now move into agenda item 8a, the election of the Speaker Pro-
Tempore. The Speaker Pro-Tempore shall run Senate meetings in the Speaker’s absence, sit on 
the Committee on Oversight, and oversee the Legislative Internship program. Now I will be 
accepting nominations from the floor for the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore. Nominations do 
not need a second. Self-nominations are welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase:  
I nominate Senator [NAME] to the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore. Nominations are now in 
order.  
 
Senator Hudson nominated Senator Hughes. 
Senator Hughes accepted.  
 
Senator Alvarez nominated Senator Green. 
Senator Green accepted the nomination.  
 
Senator Burton nominated Senator McKinney.  
Senator McKinney accepted the nomination.  
 
There were no further nominations; nominations were closed. 
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Speaker Martinez said: Each nominee for the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore will be allowed 
three minutes to make a presentation before the Senate. Legislative Clerk Hanson will be keeping 
time and give the nominee a one-minute warning. At the conclusion of each presentation, each 
Senator may pose questions to the nominee for a maximum time of five minutes. When all 
nominees are completed, the voting for Speaker Pro Tempore will commence by roll call vote. 
The following Senators have been nominated for the position of the Speaker Pro-Tempore. 

1. Senator Hughes, a Senator from the College of Engineering 
2. Senator Green ,  a Senator from the College of Science 
3. Senator McKinney, a Senator from the College of Liberal Arts 

All nominees have been placed in nomination.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked if the senate body would like to draft questions beforehand. 

 
Senator Alvarez asked what he meant by this. 
 
Speaker Martinez explained that drafted questions would be asked for each candidate before 
senators have the floor. He stated that questions that are not drafted can simply be brought up in 
the question answers portion for each candidate.  
 
Speaker Martinez recognized Senator Hughes to give her statement.  
 
Senator Hughes gave her speech as follows: Hello fellow Senators. I am so happy to be able to say 
that. As we enter into the 86th session of senate, I look forward to serving as the Speaker Pro 
Tempore. I came to this decision rather effortlessly, and with a calling unlike any other position. 
As I have matured, I have assumed an evident passion for assisting future generations around me. 
In high school, I founded and administered two organizations, the first dedicated to ensuring the 
academic success of at-risk middle school students, and the second was a club that catalyzed high 
school students’ participation in local and state government, with a focus on media literacy and 
political efficacy. I created these organizations because I saw an opportunity for improvement and 
recognized it as my personal obligation to my community to do what I could to ensure the future 
of it. While in high school, I also participated in speech and debate for four years, where I gained 
experience in Robert’s Rules of Order, as well as ample experience in legislation writing, claim 
development, and logical fallacies. With this experience and passion, I believe I have a lot to offer 
the Speaker Pro Tempore position. With that said I will elaborate on my goals for this position. 
The foundation for the internship program will be based off of the outstanding work of my 
predecessors, former Speaker Pro Tempores Jackson and Martinez, who I have met with several 
times to discuss these ideas. Jackson successfully implemented a documentation-based education 
system, providing the interns with hard skills. The next year, Martinez was able to provide 
experience-based learning. I would like to combine these ideas-by giving the interns knowledge 
and experience, I believe they will have the ability to sharpen their focus onto their true passions 
and vision. I always like to say that passion turns knowledge into action, and that’s what I would 
like to foster this year. With that said, as we have the word Integrity for our senate session, I would 
like to propose the phrase “passion to action” for the 2018-2019 legislative internship program. 
Passion has been increasingly evident as a catalyst for change in our generation, and I believing 
tapping into what leaders are passionate about can bring about enormous benefits to the university, 
and ensure that interns pursue positions in the spring. All the while, I believe it is necessary to 
utilize the knowledge they gain through mock senate meetings, business attire to instill decorum, 
legislation writing, and professional development. However, I would like to combine uniform 
objectives for everyone with individualized objectives as well, for each individual intern. Aside 
from the facilitation of the program, I have some more precise goals in mind; I would like to 
implement a change to section 3: B4 of the Statues of Associated Student to mandate a minimum 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes  
Wednesday, April 18th, 2018 
Page 7 

 
number of hours senators are spending mentoring their interns, as a way to ensure accountability, 
prosperity, and collaboration between the two entities. After talking to several interns from 
previous years, this had been clear barrier for some of them. Furthermore, I would like to see every 
senator providing a project write up to contribute to the Legacy Box as well as a summary on 
committee discussion on the project, while they are working on it. I believe the legacy box, if done 
thoroughly, can be a great resource to future senate sessions, and it is our responsibility to diligently 
add legislation and project ideas as a source of reference. Last but not least, since Speaker Pro 
Tempore is responsible for ensuring the future of ASUN, I would love to implement a financial 
assistance program for individuals who wish to run for a senate position but do not have the means 
to campaign, breaking down a very real barrier for prospective leaders at this university. At the end 
of the day, the most important aspect to leadership and change is an intrinsic passion. By cultivating 
and cherishing this passion and building upon it with knowledge and proper resources, I believe I 
can provide a fantastic internship program. Furthermore, with my debate and administrative 
experience, I believe I can properly step in for the Speaker when needed and be a beneficial 
member to the Committee on Oversight. It is from a place of great passion and vision that I ask 
all of you to vote for me as the Speaker Pro Tempore of the 86th session. 
 
The senate body moved to questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator Alvarez stated that Senator Hughes mentioned she wanted to help people financially with 
their campaigns. She asked Senator Hughes how she planned to make sure that these funds are 
being used correctly. 
 
Senator Hughes shared that the process of obtaining aid would go through the Admissions and 
Records office to hold students accountable.  
 
Senator Alvarez asked if there would be an application to file for aid.  
 
Senator Hughes said yes.  
 
Senator Merkley asked if these funds would come from ASUN.  
 
Senator Hughes stated that this was simply an idea and that all of the details are not finalized.  
 
Senator Feil asked Senator Hughes how she planned to match senators to interns.  
 
Senator Hughes stated that she would use a personality test and look to see if the duo shared the 
same passions.  
 
Senator Alvarez asked how Senator Hughes planned to ensure that senators were meeting with 
their interns for the minimum number of hours.  
 
Senator Hughes shared that it would be similar to how minutes and points are recorded for ASUN. 
 
Senator Rodgers asked how Senator Hughes would make sure that senators who have other 
commitments would be able to adhere to this rule.  
 
Senator Hughes said that specific meeting times would not be used, but rather a set number of 
meetings that would need to take place per semester.  
 
Senator Sewell asked if the clubs she created were successful.  
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Senator Hughes shared that both clubs were successful, and one has grown in number over this 
past year.  
 
Senator Collins asked if the internship program would start in the summer or the fall.  
 
Senator Hughes said that it would start in the fall because they would receive more applicants that 
way.  
 
Senator Hudson asked how the outreach for the internship would be made available.  
 
Senator Hughes shared that senators would have to tell students by word of mouth or by using 
social media to encourage students to attend meetings.  
 
Speaker Martinez said that they have concluded and will move to the next nominee. 
 
Senator Green gave his speech as follows: Hello Senators, my name is Zack Green and I am a 
freshman studying engineering and a newly elected senator to the College of Science. Last semester 
I had the opportunity of serving as a legislative intern in the 85th session of ASUN. This experience 
taught be about serving-leadership democratic engagement, and it also allowed me to build my 
self-awareness which I believe is a necessity for leadership. I also had a chance to learn a lot about 
the inner workings of ASUN. Working with my senate-mentor in the last session, I had the chance 
to work on his legacy binder. I have also worked alongside some directors in other departments. I 
did everything in my power to make the most of the internship. I stand before you today to apply 
for the position of Speaker Pro Temp. This position takes a leader, who can step up and create the 
internship program while making sure senators are held accountable for the work that they do with 
their interns. It also takes an educator who can take the message of ASUN and deliver it to a 
diverse body of interns. As Speaker Pro Temp, I can carry out these duties with the utmost 
integrity. As an intern I felt unsure what I was supposed to be getting out of the things I was doing. 
That is why my first goal as Speaker Pro Temp is to create learning outcomes. These learning 
outcomes are on the second page of the handout I gave you. I will not go through each one, but I 
encourage you to read them all and ask questions if you have them. Keep in mind that these are 
not set in stone. This leads to my second goal which is measuring these learning outcomes, either 
by a quiz or a survey taken at the end of the internship program. The surveys would be put in the 
legacy box to make sure that the learning outcomes evolve from year to year. My last goal is how 
to prepare interns to hold office in ASUN. Chapter 501 part A of the SAS defines an intern as a 
volunteer learning individual who is being prepared to hold office in ASUN. My goal would be to 
hold mock debates during the internship curriculum. We often have interns who do not plan on 
running for senate, but for other ASUN positions as well. Mock debates would be used to help 
those who are running for senate and those who aren’t would be able to research a position they 
are interested in running for. That is it for my goals. I want to close by saying that we have talked 
a lot about integrity these past few weeks and that I would carry out these positions with the utmost 
integrity. Thank you all for your consideration.   
 
The senate body moved to questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator Amaya asked what his plans for the legacy box are.  
 
Senator Green stated that he would draw on past events such as the Veterans Luncheon to help 
host on campus.  
 
Senator Burton asked if he were given this position what he would put in the legacy box. 
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Senator Green shared that he would put his learning outcomes in the box so that the next Speaker 
Pro Tempore could use and edit them. 
 
Senator Merkley asked what the biggest impact that Senator Green took away from the internship. 
 
Senator Green stated that it helped him figure out what he is passionate about. Senator Green 
stated that he was passionate about civic engagement. 
 
Senator Merkley asked what was lacking from the internship program. 
 
Senator Green stated that attendance fell throughout the year because interns felt that they were 
not getting the materials and oversight that they needed. 
 
Senator Mata asked what diversity meant to him. 
 
Senator Green shared that diversity in his words meant a difference in the amount of opinions that 
are brought to the table. He stated that the more opinions that considered that more creativity is 
created. 
 
Senator Rogers asked if Senator Green had more plans to create inclusion on campus. 
 
Senator Green said that he wanted to create a women in STEM program. He would also bring in 
speakers for workshops such as Elect-Her. 
 
Senator Amaya asked how the internship was marketed and how Green plans to increase it. 
 
Senator Green stated that he heard about the internship from a friend and that he planned on 
using social media to increase the outreach for the internship program. 
 
Senator Mata asked if Senator Green would allocate time for this position. 
 
Senator Green said that he was a part of other organizations on campus, but he would prioritize 
this position. 
 
Speaker Martinez encouraged the speakers to ask questions for the upcoming candidates.  
 
Senator Mata asked if Speaker Martinez is able to vote on candidates. 
 
Speaker Martinez said that unless there is a tie among the senate, he cannot vote. 
 
Senator McKinney gave his speech as follows: Hey guys. First off, I want to say that we made it 
and we don’t have to stress anymore because this campaign was hectic. The definition of the 
Speaker Pro Tempore in the US Government and in ASUN is to act as a placeholder in the absence 
of the speaker. I observed how former Speaker Pro Tempore Martinez would give Former Speaker 
Jackson notes to keep track of in order to run the meeting. Having an organized Speaker Pro 
Tempore can alleviate the stress and weight off the shoulders of the Speaker, but also create a 
more productive environment for the senate as a whole. Let me start off on why I’m qualified to 
run for this position as I am a leader, but at the same time I am a team player. I will never run for 
a position unless I am sure I can complete the job to the best of my ability. As for why I am 
personally qualified for this position, it all has to do with what I have done to prepare. I believe 
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that Senator Green and Senator Hughes are excellent leaders and will do an amazing job if elected 
to this position. The way in which I prepare for positions is to put myself in the mindset that I am 
in the position completely and have the responsibilities of said position. For the intern process, I 
spoke to a few interns for the 85th Session and asked what they would like to see changed about 
the internship program. I spoke to interns that ran for senate and some that did not and asked 
what prompted some interns to run for office while others did not. The three things I would like 
to change after listening to these interns are: first, allowing the internship program to start earlier 
and make the hiring process shorter to allow interns to fully engulf themselves in their projects. 
Second, allow the interns to continue immediately into the next session if they would like. Third, 
I would create campaigning workshops for the interns to make sure that they understand how 
stressful the campaigning season is. I also spoke to Speaker Jackson and she stated that the reason 
she believes that Speaker Martinez was so successful was because he did not view the interns as 
pieces of paper. I want to look at these interns and mold and shape them into interns who love 
and believe in this fraternity and that internship process. For the legacy box I spoke to Senator 
Bussman and he gave me an idea where the legacy box should go in the future. The major turnover 
rate in ASUN is super low and this directly affects projects. The Speaker Pro Tempore should be 
in charge of educating newly elected leaders on campus as well. Senator Bussman stated that the 
legacy box should provide clarity, guidance, and accountability/integrity. For clarity, I would have 
3 members of each committee assess a project throughout the project timeline. For guidance, this 
legacy box should be organized by name, date, and time of the event. If the senators in the future 
are better prepared for what’s to come, this university will greatly improve. Since it is the speaker’s 
job to train new senators, this legacy box will help immensely in the process. For accountability, 
Senator Bussman stated that the SAS should be changed to review chairs and department heads 
as needed. Finally, when it comes to Nevada Open Meeting Law and Robert’s Rules, we are all 
learning about this process together. I will always be welcoming to failure. What truly matters is 
learning from those bad times and improving upon yourself so that the outcome can be better 
than before. I am well versed in Robert’s Rules and Nevada Open Meeting law---. 
 
Speaker Martinez called time for Speaker McKinney’s speech and the senate body moved in to the 
questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator Hudson asked how he would balance the College of Liberal Arts and the interns. 
 
Senator McKinney said that he will make both his main goal as a Senator. He believes that his 
main goal is to help his constituents. 
 
Senator Rogers asked how he planned to ensure that everyone heard about the internship program 
if it has an earlier start date. 
 
Senator McKinney stated that he would use social media to reach out to constituents. He also 
shared that while the process for applying to be an intern would be faster, it would not be at the 
expense of the position. 
 
Senator Wilday asked how he planned to revolutionize the legacy box. 
 
Senator McKinney stated that his plan for the legacy box would create infrastructure, which has 
never been done before. 
 
Senator Clemons asked how he planned to mold interns. 
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Senator McKinney shared that he would guide the interns in the right direction and let them know 
what is expected of them throughout the internship process.  
 
Senator Alvarez asked how he would be able to ensure the integrity of the internship positions if 
the hiring process is shorter. 
 
Senator McKinney stated that he did not feel as though integrity and time go hand in hand. He 
shared that while the process will be shorter, it will be more intense. He planned on using the 2 
minute speed dating event that has been used for previous sessions as well as the Meyers Briggs 
test. 
 
Senator Hudson asked Senator McKinney what he meant by continuing the internship program 
into the next session. 
 
Senator McKinney stated that he would allow interns to continue on until the summer if they want 
to or if they are not elected. 
 
Senator Hudson asked if interns would still be the responsibility of senators even after their session 
is over. 
 
Senator McKinney said no, they would report to the next senate session. 
 
Speaker Martinez stated that no more questions would be heard at this time. Speaker Martinez 
said: We shall now go into a general debate from the floor. It has been customary for Senators to 
review the pros and cons for each nominee in the order in which the presentations were given. 
However, this process is not binding on the Senate. 
 
Senator Mata voiced her concern for candidate Hughes stating that her idea for campaign financial 
assistance was not plausible. She also stated that the process for applying for financial aid could be 
discriminatory towards some applicants. 
 
Senator Grant shared that Senator Hughes has great ideas for ASUN that will help the Association 
run more efficiently. 
 
Senator Collins shared that Senator Green actually took part in the internship program, so he has 
the most knowledge about said program. 
 
Senator Hudson stated that she agrees with Senator Collins point but also noted that the other two 
applicant did reach out to former interns. 
 
Senator Alvarez motioned for a point of information and asked if Senator Hughes was an intern. 
 
Speaker Martinez said no she was not. 
 
Senator Wilday:  I believe that Senator Hughes was the most prepared. 
 
Senator Rogers shared that Senator Hughes has already implemented programs that work and that 
she has a strong understanding of Robert’s Rules. 
 
Senator Grant agreed that Senator Hughes had a strong grasp of Robert’s Rules. 
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Senator Amaya stated that Senator McKinney reached out to President Jackson and Speaker 
Martinez. She asked if the other two candidates reached out to them as well. 
 
President Jackson said that all three of the candidates reached out to both of them. 
 
Senator Feil stated that she noticed Senator Green always trying his best at every internship 
meeting. 
 
Senator Alvarez noted the Senator Hughes had concrete ideas for the position while the other two 
candidates did not. 
 
Senator Rogers shared that Senator McKinney mentioned his fraternity a lot and she believes that 
this might hinder him if he receives the position. 
 
Senator Mata stated that she believed Senator Green had the wrong aspect of what diversity meant. 
 
Senator Feil asked Senator Mata what she would like to see for diversity and inclusion in the 
position. 
 
Senator Mata stated that Senator Green did not mention protected classes when giving his 
definition. She also shared that she did not bring up diversity for the other two candidates because 
they did not bring up diversity in their speeches. 
 
Senator Loveland asked Senator Mata if she would give her ideas for diversity to Senator Green. 
 
Senator Mata stated that she would. 
 
Senator Sewell asked Senator Mata if she would like to see a set amount of diversity in the position. 
She also asked how diversity can be measured and that she was not concerned with Green’s 
generalization of the word diversity. 
 
Senator Mata stated that in this instance she believes that Green did not do enough to research 
one of his points as Speaker Pro Tempore and that Senator Hughes was more prepared. 
 
Senator Alvarez shared that she felt as though Senator McKinney did not understand the questions 
she asked him. She also stated that the shortening the hiring process was a concern for her. 
 
Senator Amaya stated that Senator Hughes thought about all of the responsibilities while the other 
two candidates did not. 
 
Senator Mata told Senator Alvarez that Senator McKinney’s point about shortening the internship 
hiring process was a good idea as the two-month hiring process that is currently in place is simply 
too long. 
 
Senator Sewell also told Senator Alvarez that Senator Hughes wanted to lengthen the 2-month 
hiring process which is a larger concern than shortening it. 
 
Senator Merkley thought that Senator Hughes had tangible goals that she backed up with structure. 
 
Senator Gram stated that Senator Hughes had the most detailed plan for achieving her goals.  
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Senator Hudson noted that while Senator McKinney did have enthusiasm, he did not have 
concrete goals for the position. 
 
Senator Wilday said Senator Hughes had passion, which is an important trait for the position. 
 
Senator Rogers noted that Senator McKinney mentioned diversity and inclusion in his speech but 
did not mention specific goals for diversity. 
 
Senator Clemons also shared that Senator Hughes had passion for the position. He stated that 
passion turns into motivation, which is important for the Speaker Pro Tempore position. 
 
Senator Burton moved the previous question. 
Senator Merkley seconded the motion. 
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Hudson, Loveland, Rogers,  

 Sewell, and Wilcox 
Nay: Mata, Merkley, and Wilday 
Abstentions: None 
 
The motion to move to previous question end discussion passed.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote for the position of Speaker Pro Tempore: 
Senator Hughes: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Grant, Hudson, Mata, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell,  

                    Wilday 
Senator Green: Clemons, Collins, Feil, Loveland, and Wilcox 
Senator McKinney: 
 
Senator Hughes won the majority of the vote. 
 
Senator Hudson moved to approve Senator Hughes to the position of Speaker Pro Tempore.  
Senator Alvarez seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
A roll call vote was taken:  
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Hudson, Loveland, Mata,  

  Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried. Senator Hughes was sworn in as Speaker Pro Tempore. 
 

b. Parliamentarian 
Speaker Martinez sought a motion to recess.  
 
Senator Amaya moved to recess until 7:30 PM.  
Senator Hudson seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
Motion carried.  
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Speaker Martinez called the meeting back to order at 7:30 PM in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 
Presiding secretaries, Andrea Godoy and Zachary Jacoby and Legislative Clerk Brook Hansen.  
 
Senators Alvarez, Amaya, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes, 
Loveland, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday were present.  
 
Senator Aziz was tardy excused. 
 
A quorum was present.  
 
Speaker Martinez stated that the Senate would now move on to the position of Parliamentarian. 
He also shared that he only had one speech submitted for this position. 
 

Senator Aziz walked in the room at 7:31 PM. 
 

Speaker Martinez said: We will now move into agenda item 8b, electing a Parliamentarian. The 
Parliamentarian is an expert in rules of order and the proper procedures for the conduct of 
meetings of deliberative assemblies. Parliamentarian assists the Senate in the drafting and 
interpretation of bylaws and Roberts’ Rules of Order, and the planning and conduct of meetings. 
Now I will be accepting nominations from the floor for the position of Parliamentarian. 
Nominations do not need a second. Self-nominations are welcomed. To nominate someone please 
use the phrase: I nominate Senator [NAME] to the position of Parliamentarian. Nominations are 
now in order. 
 
Senator Merkley nominated himself. 
 
Senator Burton nominated himself. 
 
Speaker Martinez let Senator Merkley give his statement. 
 
Senator Merkley gave his speech as follows: Hello everybody, I just decided to run for this position 
two minutes ago. I noticed only one person was running so I though why not give a little 
competitiveness in the night right. I promise I’ll keep it short because obviously we do not want 
to be hear until 11 if we don’t have to. Moving into this, Robert is a very good friend of mine. He 
and I like to take it back to the old high school programs and he gives me a lot of tips and tricks 
on how to keep and conduct order. I’m all about keeping and conducting order but also about 
keeping things efficient and measureable in the meeting room. I think that I would be good, I 
haven’t read Robert’s Rules order and he’s mad at me for that. I could introduce a concept at each 
meeting bringing forward in public comment an interesting part of Robert’s Rules that we have 
not considered and maybe even apply it throughout the rest of our year as senators. I hope you 
enjoyed my little speech, Robert and I will be outside. 
 
Speaker Martinez let Senator Burton give his statement. 
 
Senator Burton gave his speech as follows: The parliamentarian serves a significant role in advising 
the speaker and you as senators on matters of senate procedures in conjunction with maintaining 
Roberts’s rules of order and interpreting the laws and constitution of the associated students. While 
I continue to familiarize myself with the rules and constitution of ASUN, I have a vast amount of 
experience regarding governance and parliamentary procedures in general. During my three years 
here at the University of Nevada, I have put all these responsibilities into practice. Examples of 
this include utilizing parliamentary procedures in various organizations such as my fraternity, 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes  
Wednesday, April 18th, 2018 
Page 15 

 
where I served as vice president last year, and in the Nevada Cyber Club where I both co-founded 
and served the club as first president during my first year. As vice president of my fraternity, one 
of my main responsibilities was to uphold and interpret both local and international bylaws and 
advise members of these interpretations and the reasoning behind them. I have also held the 
responsibility of appointing a parliamentarian to assist in maintaining Roberts’s rules of order 
during weekly meetings and assist in educating new and current members on parliamentary 
procedures. During my time as president of the Nevada Cyber Club, I had privilege of using 
parliamentary procedures with both students and faculty to effectively build the framework for the 
club and make critical decisions in a structured manner. Through all this exposure, I have learned 
that intricacies vary from organization to organization and may not be utilized the same, but the 
rules never change. I have also learned the purposes behind Robert’s rules of order, which is to 
protect the rights of the majority to decide, the rights of the minority to be heard, the rights of 
individuals, the rights of absentees, and to increase meeting efficiency. I plan to ensure that these 
rights are upheld at all times. I want to use this position to go beyond what is expected of the 
parliamentarian and help teach individual senators the many intricacies of Roberts rules of order 
by, for example, using a PowerPoint presentation I have used in the past to help others understand 
the complexity and importance of parliamentary procedures. I also plan to add supplemental 
documents and presentations to the recently created Nevada legacy box to aid future 
parliamentarians. As your potential parliamentarian, I look forward to working closely with the 
attorney general to be further trained for this position, as well as working closely the speaker and 
with you as my fellow senators in upholding the integrity of the democratic process in this senate 
session. 
 
Speaker Martinez stated that there would be no discussion on the candidates and that he would be 
choosing Senator Burton from the College of Business as his nomination. 
 
Speaker Martinez asked Senator Burton if he accepts the nomination. 
Senator Burton accepted the nomination. 
 
The senate body moved to the questions and answers portion for the candidate.  
 

Senator Wilcox left the room at 7:40 PM. 
 
Senator Merkley asked what the biggest impact of Robert’s Rules is. 
 
Senator Burton stated that the biggest impact is making sure that everyone at the table is heard. It 
is also to make sure that the rights of individuals are up held. 
 
There were no further questions at this time; the body moved to discussion. 
 
Senator Hudson shared that she likes how Senator Burton already has experience with Robert’s 
Rules of Order. 
 
Senator Wilday also mentioned that she likes Senator Burton’s knowledge of Robert’s Rules, 
specifically the portion that mentions the rights of minorities. 
 
There was no further debate on the candidate. 

 
         Senator Wilcox entered the room at 7:43 PM 

 
Senator Merkley moved to approve Senator Burton to the position of Parliamentarian. 
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Senator Feil seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes, Loveland, 
Martinez, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions:  
 
Motion carried; Senator Burton was sworn in as Parliamentarian. 

 
c. WTF Nevada ASUN Manager 

The position was not filled at this time.  
 

9. CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 
a. Committee to Notify the President 
b. Notifying the President of the Election of the Speaker  

Speaker Martinez said: Seeing that the President is in the gallery, we shall skip to Agenda Item 10, 
as she is now informed that the Senate is organized and is ready to proceed with business. 
 

10. ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF THE SENATE 
Senator Merkley moved to adopt the Rules of the Senate. 
Senator Amaya seconded. 
 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes, Loveland,  

  Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Speaker Martinez said the Rules of the Senate for the 86th Senate Session have been adopted. 
 

11. DISPOSITION OF VACANT SEATS 
Secretary Godoy declared there are currently two vacant seats for the College of Interdisciplinary Studies. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: The open seats shall be filled in accordance with Senate Rule II.c. An advertisement 
shall be placed in the Nevada Sagebrush for at least two consecutive issues, and the successful applicants 
shall be placed on the Senate agenda for a future meeting. 
 

12. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND SENATORS TO COMMITTEES 
Speaker Martinez said: The next order of business is Agenda Item 12, Appointment of Senators to 
Committees. At the present moment, the Senate shall elect a chair to each of the six Senate Standing 
Committees.  

1. Senate Committee on Academics 
2. Senate Committee on Budget and Finance 
3. Senate Committee on Civic Engagement 
4. Senate Committee on Government Operations 
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5. Senate Committee on Public Affairs 
6. Senate Committee on University Affairs 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor for each Committee individually. Nominations do not need 
a second. Self-nominations are welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The 
Senator [NAME] to be Chair of the Senate Committee on [COMMITTEE NAME]. Each nominee for the 
Chair will be allowed three minutes to make a presentation before the Senate. Legislative Clerk Hanson 
will be keeping time and will give the nominees a one minute warning. At the conclusion of each 
presentation, each Senator may pose questions to the nominee for a maximum time of five minutes. The 
Body will have a moment to identify questions to ask each candidate for their respective Chair position. 
Each Senator is still responsible for their question. During the interview, only clarification questions are 
allowed as follow-up. To ask please state, “Point of Clarification” and state your question. While it is the 
customary practice that nominees for a Chair position are not present in the Ballroom during the 
consideration of the other nominees and during the vote, pursuant to the Nevada Open Meeting Law and 
the parliamentary authority, the Senate may not require the nominees to leave the Ballroom during the 
consideration. 
 

a. Academics 
Speaker Martinez said: I will now be accepting nominations for the Chair for the Committee on 
Academics.  
 
I will now be accepting nominations for the Chair for the Committee on Academics. 
 
Senator Clemons nominated Senator Collins. 
Senator Collins accepted the nomination. 
 
Senator Hughes nominated Senator Sewell. 
Senator Sewell accepted the nomination. 
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Academics:  

1. Senator Collins, from The College of Science 
2. Senator Sewell, from The College of Engineering 

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues. Senator Collins, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation.  
 
Senator Collins gave her speech as follows: Good evening. My name is Hayley Collins and I am 
running for the chair position for the Committee on Academics for the 86th session of the ASUN 
senate. I feel that I am well qualified for this position for multiple reasons. To begin with, last 
semester I had the opportunity to serve as an intern for the 85th session where I was able to sit in 
on multiple committee meetings. Through this process I learned how these meetings function, and 
I was able to see how the chairs for each committee formatted their agendas. Not only was this 
internship insightful, but it prepared me in advance on how committee meetings are run and 
agenized. Along with that, I have listened to previous minutes of this committee’s meetings, which 
have furthered prepared me for this position. In addition to the internship, I also have leadership 
experience as well as the passion and dedication it takes to hold a chair position. Not only am I a 
student within the honors program, but I was also the valedictorian of my high school, so I think 
it is safe to say that I am academically driven. To hold a chair position, it takes integrity along with 
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a strong voice to represent and lead the entire committee. I feel as if I would fill that role in a way 
that will promote efficiency and determination to get around any problems that will be faced. 
Recently, I was able to get in contact with the previous chair for the committee on academics. By 
speaking with her, I was able to learn a few things that worked well as the chair, and a few things 
that did not work so well. She told me that during the last session, much of the committee’s efforts 
were put towards a UNR volunteer abroad chapter and the 24-hour Knowledge Center, which 
unfortunately both failed. So a goal of mine would be to, as suggested by the last chair, explore 
other aspects of academics such as faculty senate meetings, admissions and records, and academic 
help centers and resources. I would do so by reaching out to each of these departments to establish 
a better connection between them and ASUN and to receive input/advice, and vice versa. Another 
problem faced by the committee on academics would be the lack of submissions for 
Undergraduate Research awards to study internationally, which is due to advertisement getting out 
too late. This would be another goal of mine to increase submissions and improve the way it is 
advertised to students on campus. Once again, I believe that I am strongly suited to hold this 
position and I have past experience that will help throughout the process. I hold many goals in 
mind, and I am also open to hearing many other suggestions as to what this committee should put 
its efforts towards during this session. So with all that being said, I would love to serve as your 
chair for the committee on academics. Thank you. 
 
The body moved to questions and answers at this time. 
 
Senator Merkley asked what she had planned for undergraduate projects for the committee.  
 
Senator Collins stated that she wanted to see more submissions for undergraduate projects. She 
shared that she would speak with all of the colleges on campus to increase the amount of 
submissions. 
 
Senator Feil asked how she planned on working with the career studio and advising centers. 
 
Senator Collins said that she wanted to increase the amount of tutors in the career studio that are 
geared are course specific classes. This would allow for students to have access to resources that 
they currently do not have. 
 
There were no further questions at this time. 
 
Senator Sewell gave her speech as follows: Good evening everyone, thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to speak with you today. I am a student of the College of Engineering, dual majoring 
in Medical Engineering and Civil Engineering. I am very involved with academics as well as other 
organizations on campus. I have always put academics first. I do have a very hard major and I have 
struggled in the past, so I would like to use my experiences to help other students. I have to enroll 
and complete specific courses for my majors and through trial and error I have learned what the 
University expects from its students academically. I know what is going well and what is lacking. I 
utilize a lot of resources on campus and I want to help the University share these resources so that 
they are accessible to all students. The Chair for the Committee on Academics is responsible for 
contacting individuals across campus, I would like to use members of my committee as liaisons to 
increase outreach to students. While I may not every detail about academics on campus, I love 
learning and academics has played a huge roll in my life. By going to the offices of school 
administrators as well as professors on campus, I will gain a better understanding of the concerns 
for students on this campus. I feel like there are loopholes in our academic program that need to 
be addressed. I would meet with each one of my committee members each week to address their 
concerns. 
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The body moved to questions and answers at this time. Senator Wilday asked how she planned on 
working with the career studio. 
 
Senator Sewell shared that she would like to increase the popularity of the career studios 
workshops. She planned on doing this by the first week of school to help incoming freshman who 
may have trouble signing up for classes. 
 
Senator Aziz shared that some students have trouble when registering for classes in the upcoming 
semester. He asked how Senator Sewell planned on addressing this. 
 
Senator Sewell shared that certain groups of students receive priority registration and she would 
like to revisit the criteria for deciding why these students receive priority access. She would want 
to revisit the criteria for each group and see if they are valid. 
 
Senator Burton asked how she would plan on working with the undergraduate research group to 
diversify the program. 
 
Senator Sewell shared that students who have specific professor are more likely to receive grants 
for this program. She shared that she is willing to learn more about labs in the college of science, 
but in the college of liberal arts as well. She shared that a lot of students do not even know that 
the program exists.  
 
Senator Hughes asked if Senator Sewell would be able to do this job if she has a 20-credit course 
load. 
 
Senator Sewell said that she is constantly busy and that she prefers to stay that way. She exclaimed 
that academics is incredibly important to her and that she would prioritize it over her other 
commitments on campus. 
 
Senator McKinney asked if Senator Sewell had met with the previous chair for the committee. 
 
Senator Sewell admitted that she did not meet with the previous chair, but she did meet with 
previous senator who sat on the committee. 
 
There were no further questions for the candidate and the senate body moved into a general debate 
on the candidates. 
 
Senator Burton said that Senator Collins did bring up an important point about registration issues. 
He shared that colleges do not coordinate with one another, which is a problem. 
 
Senator Alvarez stated that she has worked for the office of Admissions and Records and that 
registration is so much more than priority. The registration process largely takes into account 
professors as well. 
 
Senator McKinney did not like how Senator Sewell did not meet with the previous chair. 
 
Senator Clemons seconded this point. 
 
Senator Hudson stated that she believes that Senator Sewell is doing too much on campus to focus 
specifically on this position. 
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Senator Wilday shared a concern for Senator Collins was that she did not offer concrete ideas to 
make programs better on campus. She shared that Senator Collins also did not bring up the 
advising center even though she asked her a question about it. She believes that Senator Sewell has 
a better understanding of Academics. 
 
Senator Mata liked how Senator Sewell did bring up academic problems that did not only pertain 
to the sciences. She stated that there are labs pertaining to social sciences as well and she would 
like to see more grants for students who undergo this labs. 
 
Senator Merkley also said that he liked how Collins met with the previous chair. 
 
Senator Hughes liked how Senator Sewell demonstrated her time management skills. She believes 
that her commitment to academics would not falter. 
 
Senator Wilday stated that just because Senator Sewell did not meet with the previous chair does 
not mean that she is not qualified for the position. 
 
Senator Hudson told Senator Wilday that meeting with the previous chair of a committee shows 
initiative. 
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote: 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
Collins: Senators Alvarez, Amaya, Clemons, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Loveland, Merkley,  

       McKinney, Rogers 
Sewell: Senators Aziz, Burton, Hughes, Mata, Wilcox, and Wilday 
 
Senator Collins received the majority of the vote. 
 
Senator Burton moved to approve the nomination of Senator Collins to the position of Chair on 
the Committee of Academics. 
Senator Feil seconded. 
 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
 
A roll call vote was taken:  
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes, Loveland,  

 Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Wilcox, and Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried. Senator Collins was appointed the Chair for the Committee on Academics. 
 

b. Budget and Finance 
Speaker Martinez said: I will now be accepting nominations for the Chair for the Committee on 
Budget and Finance. 
 

Senator Clemons left the room at 8:19 PM. 
 
Senator Loveland nominated Senator Grant. 
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Senator Grant accepted the nomination 
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Budget and 
Finance: 

1. Senator Grant, from The College of Business 
All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues. Senator Grant, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation.  
 
Senator Grant gave his speech as follows: Hello everyone, if you don’t already know, my name is 
Hayden Grant. I am currently a sophomore studying finance with a minor in economics, and I 
represent the College of Business. I also hope to be the new chair of the Committee on Budget 
and Finance. When preparing this speech and thinking about my why I really wanted to take this 
position, I narrowed it down to a couple of reasons why. The first is desire. It is important that 
when taking on a position of this capacity, that one is full heartedly committed to their duties at 
hand. Secondly, determination. I think that this goes hand and hand with desire, however without 
determination, one cannot push through the adversity that one can expect to experience in a 
position as such. I believe that I possess both the desire and the determination that it takes to be 
a successful chairman of this committee. With this being said, I’d like to get discuss some of the 
goals that I have for the budget and finance committee and why I feel qualified to take on the 
position as chair. To start off, I am studying finance and economics. Being of this background, I 
believe that I have a more solid grasp on terms involving the budget and the functions of how 
money will be spent within the association. Secondly, I am the only senator that has attended a 
budget and finance meeting. Attending a couple of these meetings has allowed me to get a basic 
idea of how the meetings should be run, and what type of dialogue needs to be had between the 
committee whoever is presenting to the committee. It is important to ask the right questions and 
to be meticulous when looking at memos of financial reviews in order to keep the integrity of the 
account heads. Recently, I was given the opportunity to speak with Steve Dubey, the Director of 
the Nevada Wolf Shop to discuss some of his plans for the upcoming year. One of the main 
takeaways from our discussion was how we can bridge the gap between the ASUN, the student 
body, and the Wolf Shop. Every month, I would like to update the orientation workshop calendar 
so that students can see all of the new promotions that are going on at the Nevada Wolf Shop. 
Not only will this get students excited to shop for Nevada gear, but also get them excited about 
shopping through our student run store. Also, if given the opportunity, I would like to sit on the 
student retail committee in order to get a better understanding of the operations and sales of the 
various agencies and departments on campus. Another thing that I would also like to do is bring 
back the simplified budget. When looking at the ASUN budget, it can be very confusing at 
daunting at first glance, especially to the average student. And if we are being honest, most of us 
don’t even understand the budget. The simplified budget will provide students with an easier 
alternative to looking at how the ASUN budget is expended. Though the use of a pie chart, 
students will be able to get a more visual understanding of how our money is being broken up and 
what their student fees are going to. By providing the simple budget to the public, it will allow 
students to be more open to conversation regarding the allocation of their student fees and it will 
bring integrity to the budget and finance committee and to us as a whole senate. One aspect I 
would like to continue from Senator Kuykendall’s tenure as chair, is the way he utilized his 
committee. I would like to continue having each member of my committee do write-ups of 
financial reviews that I assign them. Not only will this bring integrity to our committee, but it will 
keep each member engaged in the conversation during committee meeting and also give every 
member a better understanding of the various accounts included in the ASUN Budget. I believe 
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that communication is one of the most important aspects of chairing this committee, which is why 
I would like to keep open dialogue between myself and each account head. It important that if 
account heads have questions or things they need me to do, that I can act quickly when making 
money transfers and other requests involving their accounts. To wrap things up, I would like to 
provide ASUN and the students of our university with accessibility, transparency, and integrity. 
My goals to help bridge the gap between ASUN and the Nevada Wolf Shop will bring pride to the 
students, getting them excited to shop at our student run store. By providing a simplified budget 
it will allow students to get a better understanding of where their students fees are being allocated, 
and allow them to hold us as ASUN officers accountable. As a chair, I would like to use my 
committee to its full potential making sure that each member is involved and engaged. Lastly, by 
keeping an open dialogue between myself and account heads of the various agencies and 
departments on campus, it will allow me to get things done in a fast and effective manner. Above 
all, my passion to fulfill this position is what drives me the most, and I would hope to use that 
passion to provide a successful year as the next chair of the budget and finance committee. 

 
Senator Clemons entered the room at 8:22 PM. 

 
The body moved to questions and answers at this time. 
 
Senator Hughes asked where he believes the money that is not used during the fiscal year should 
go. 
 
Senator Grant said it should go into the reserve account. 
 
Senator Aziz asked what experience he had outside of the classroom. 
 
Senator Grant shared that he did not have any experience outside of the classroom and that he 
would learn more about the position over time. 
 
Senator Mata asked how good he is at math. 
 
Senator Grant said pretty good. 
 
Senator Burton asked how Senator Grant planned on simplifying the budget in a way that has not 
already been done. 
 
Senator Grant stated that the budget has not been simplified in the past, so his idea is new and 
shows an easier way for students to understand where funds are being used. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked how Senator Grant planned on keeping clubs and organizations accountable 
when using ASUN funds. 
 
Senator Grant stated that he planned to micromanage every expenditure made by clubs to make 
sure that funds are being used appropriately. 
 
Senator Merkley asked what the biggest obstacle was with the current budget. 
 
Senator Grant stated that zeroing out the current budget is easily the hardest obstacle for this 
committee. 
 
Senator Burton asked if Senator Grant has taken any accounting or finance classes. 
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Senator Grant stated that he has taken Accounting 201 and 202. 
 
There were no further questions at this time; the body moved to discussion.  
 
Senator Clemons stated that it is commendable that Senator Grant has no experience in this field 
but still took the initiative to apply for this position.  
 
Former Senator Kuykendall stated that Senator Grant was the only person who reached out to 
him and that his ideas for the committee are solid. 
 
Senator Wilcox pointed out that anyone could have run for this position, but Grant was the only 
person who chose to do so. 
 
Senator Burton moved the previous question by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Burton moved to approve Senator Grant to the position of Chair of the Committee on 
Budget and Finance. 
Senator Feil seconded the motion. 
 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved a vote.  
 
A roll call vote was taken: 
Aye: Senators Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Green, Hudson, Hughes,  

  Loveland, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried; Senator Grant was appointed the Chair for the Committee on Budget and Finance. 
 

c. Civic Engagement 
Speaker Martinez said: I will now be accepting nominations for the Chair for the Committee on 
Civic Engagement. 
 
Senator Rogers nominated Senator Hudson. 
Senator Hudson accepted the nomination. 
 
Senator Grant nominates Senator Feil  
Senator Feil accepted the nomination. 
 
Senator Burton nominated Senator Amaya.  
Senator Amaya respectfully declined. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Civic Engagement: 

1. Senator Hudson, from The College of Business 
2. Senator Feil, from The College of Division of Health Sciences  
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All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues. Senator Hudson, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation.  
 
Senator Hudson read her speech as follows: Hello fellow Senators! What does it mean to be 
civically engaged? Raise your hand if you’re proud to be sitting here representing your college. 
Congratulations 100% of you have just been civically engaged through my facilitation. Well it can 
mean a lot of things, but what it means to me for this University is working in collaboration with 
students to give back. I have grown up in the city of Reno for 15 years of my life, it would be fair 
to say I am familiar with the community and those in it. The wonderful thing about Reno and our 
campus alike is that we are always growing there is always opportunity for new ideas and change, 
and no effort is too small. I am not here to tell you about the plans I have down if elected as civic 
engagement chair, because that is what a committee is for to help plan, ad I’m not here to tell you 
how many community service hours I have, but rather to express to you that this is my passion. I 
have a quote here I think Senator Merkley can appreciate “Your simple daily acts of service may 
not seem like much in and of themselves, but when considered collectively, they become just like 
the 1/12th  teaspoon of honey contributed by a single bee to the hive” -Russell Ballard. I met with 
the 85th session chair Nicole Flangas to discuss the events she put on both successful and 
unsuccessful things like Service Palooza, Wolf Pack reading week, and the science fair. We 
discussed the responsibilities of being chair. Nicole has and continues to be an amazing asset to 
the association but the amazing discovery I made through our talk was not how many ideas her 
and her chair had come up with or how they managed to execute them but rather the dedication 
and devotion they had to serving and bringing them to fruition. An idea without action is just a 
dream. The time for ideas is in committee, but as chair I hope to be the driving force that motivates 
and inspires the committee and those in the community to participate and develop skills that bring 
a positive impact on this campus and to others. Something great about Reno is we are awaiting 
city and what I mean by that is there are so many businesses, nonprofits, and other organizations 
waiting for someone to reach and help. As chair I hope to inspire each college to do something 
small for outreach into the community, one thing the College of Business is doing for BizFit is 
including a service project for the incoming freshman, it is easy and makes an impact. If elected 
chair I hope anyone who as an interest in being on this committee does so because you share this 
passion and because you know change starts with us. 
 
The body moved to questions and answers at this time. 
 
Senator Rogers asked what ideas Senator Hudson has for achieving her passions. 
 
Senator Hudson shared that she wants to reach out to high school students and let them know the 
resources the University can provide for them. 
 
Senator McKinney asked how living in the area gave her an advantage in this position. 
 
Senator Hudson shared that she knows Reno very well and can address problems that the local 
community may be facing as she has been a part of the local community for a long time. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked how often she uses GivePulse. 
 
Senator Hudson stated that she has not used GivePulse before. 
 
Senator Amaya asked why she chooses to stay civically engaged. 
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Senator Hudson stated that seeing the impact of her actions is why she chooses to stay civically 
engaged. 
 
Senator Mata asked if she would be able as a chair to get out of students civically engaged. 
 
Senator Hudson said yes. 
 
Senator Amaya asked if she was familiar with the ILead Conference. 
 
Senator Hudson said no. 
 
There were no further questions at this time; the body moved on to the next candidate, Senator 
Feil.  
 
Senator Feil gave her statement as follows: Hello everyone! My name is Claudia Feil and I am one 
of your Division of Health Sciences Senators. I’m studying Public Health with a minor in Business 
Administration. The two basic reasons we attend college is to get an education and give back to 
the community. As students, we chose the University of Nevada and the city of Reno for a reason. 
I am running for this position because I am passionate about giving back to the community that 
has given me so much. I came to this University knowing next to no one and having little 
knowledge about ASUN. The Reno community fostered an environment where I could learn, 
grow, and become an active member. I am passionate about volunteerism and I love being at the 
forefront of change and activism. I am qualified for this position because I have held many 
leadership positions in the past. Since coming to the University in the fall I have gotten involved 
in multiple ways. I currently hold a leadership position in my sorority and served as an executive 
intern for the 85th session. Because of this experience, I will be able to successfully plan the three 
main Civic Engagement events; Service Palooza, the Science Fair, and Wolf Pack Reading Week. 
As chair, I will carry on and expand these Nevada Traditions. But the most important reason I am 
the best candidate for this chair position, is my passion and excitement for getting involved and 
my ability to get others excited as well. My main goal for the Civic Engagement Committee is to 
give every student at this University the opportunity to be Civically Engaged on and off campus. 
I want 100% of University of Nevada Students to be civically active. I want to expand Civic 
Engagement at the University and within the Reno community while creating a fun and exciting 
environment for students. This starts with us, as ASUN leaders. From there it trickles down to 
clubs and organizations, to other students, and eventually to Reno residents. In front of you is a 
diagram representing the different levels of opportunity to every student on campus? It starts with 
the students involved in the Committee of Civic Engagement, then works out words to students 
in Senate, ASUN, Clubs and Orgs, and finally the remaining student population. This diagram does 
not give more importance to the students that fall in the inner circles. The outer circle groups, 
including every student that isn’t in ASUN, will be the committee’s priority. In my question and 
answer time, I can elaborate on each level and my strategy to improve each area due to limited 
time. By using this model, each student is represented in some way and 100% of students at the 
University will have the opportunity to be civically engaged. This will give them a chance to find 
something they are passionate about and become an active member of the Reno community. In 
conclusion, I want to create a culture of activism and volunteerism for the University of Nevada 
and have ASUN officers at the forefront of this movement by being visible to our community as 
volunteers. We have to bridge the gap from the city to the campus and the easiest way to do this 
is going out into our community, giving our time to important initiatives, and becoming civically 
engaged. I am qualified for this position because of my leadership experience and my ability to 
excite others and get people involved. As chair, I hope that I can get every senator, director, officer, 
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student and even James and Sandy excited about Civic Engagement and motivate everyone to give 
back to this amazing community that has given US so much. Thank you.  
 
The body moved to questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator Alvarez asked if Senator Feil had experience with GivePulse. 
 
Senator Feil stated that she is on GivePulse and just attended the civic engagement breakfast on 
campus. 
 
Senator Grant asked if she could elaborate on her chart.  
 
Senator Feil shared that was split into multiple levels that show how she plans to get multiple 
groups on campus engaged civically. 
 
Senator Hughes asked what her plans were to get students that are no typically involved on campus 
to be civically engaged. 
 
Senator Feil shared that she would host tabling events to engage these students. 
 
Senator Aziz asked what she believes is the biggest issue that students can help improve. 
 
Senator Feil stated that she noticed a large divide between the campus and students. She wants to 
bridge this gap throughout the course of the year. 
 
Senator Rogers asked if she would be able to use certain opportunities on campus to be civically 
engaged. 
 
Senator Feil shared that it is not her job to search for projects for the committee. 
 
There were no further questions at this time; the body moved to discussion.  
 

Senator Loveland left the room at 8:53PM. 
 
Senator Merkley wanted to bring back in Senator Hudson.   
 
Senator Mata asked how Senator Hudson would get students engaged civically to go out and vote 
this year. 
 
Senator Hudson stated that marketing the locations for polls and talking to students on campus 
would be the best way to get students to go out and vote. 
 

Senator Aziz left the room at 8:54 PM. 
Senator Loveland entered the room at 8:55 PM. 

 
Senator Rogers stated that she did not like how Senator Feil shared that she would leave the ideas 
for the committee up to her committee members and that she should push her own ideas. 
 
Senator Burton shared a concern for Senator Hudson by stating that he did not like how she was 
not a member of Give Pulse. 
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   Senator Aziz entered the room at 8:57 PM. 

 
Senator Alvarez seconded Senator Burton’s comment about Senator Hudson’s lack of knowledge 
on GivePulse.  
Senator Mata stated that a concern for Senator Hudson was that she dodged her question about 
out of state students and how to get them civically engaged. She share that she liked Senator Feil’s 
idea for bridging the campus and the city. 
 
Senator Wilday appreciated Senator Feil’s diagram.  
 
Senator Sewell shared that Senator Hudson talked about creativity but did not share any ideas of 
her own.  
 
Senator Rogers stated that Senator Feil was fiercely passionate. 
 
Senator Amaya moved the previous question by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote: 
Feil: Senators Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Grant, Green, Hughes, Mata,  

 McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday 
Hudson: Senator Loveland 
 
Senator Burton moved to approve the nomination of Senator Feil to the Chair on the Committee 
of Civic Engagement. 
Senator Wilday seconded.  
 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
A roll call vote was taken:  
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Grant, Green, Hughes, Loveland, Martinez,  

 Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried; Senator Feil was appointed the Chair for the Committee on Civic Engagement. 
 

d. Government Operations 
Senator Mata nominated Senator McKinney. 
Senator McKinney accepted. 
 
Senator Burton nominated Senator Merkley. 
Senator Merkley accepted. 
 

Senator Sewell left the room at 9:05 pm.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Government 
Operations: 

1. Senator McKinney, from The College of Liberal Arts 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes  
Wednesday, April 18th, 2018 
Page 28 

 
2. Senator Merkley, from The College of Agriculture, Biotechnology, and Natural Resources  

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues. Senator McKinney, you are now recognized for your three minute presentation.  
 
Senator McKinney said this was something he was passionate about, besides Speaker Pro 
Tempore. To prepare himself for this position, he sat down with former Chair Austin Thummel 
and discussed some tips and tricks about what he should do in the position and what things to 
focus on right away. Senator Thummel told Senator McKinney that the first thing he should do is 
indulge in the SAS. It was a 173-page document and it would take a long time. He needed to read 
it over, along with the Rules of Senate. They are constantly changing documents and there were 
many inconsistencies. He should be looking for those inconsistencies. Senator Thummel also 
recommended he meet with the heads of the different ASUN departments to make sure the SAS 
was unique to their needs and wants. He should be changing things in the SAS that ASUN wants 
as a whole. The SAS is such a big document that Senator Thummel brought up delegating projects 
to his committee members correctly was important. He needs to hold his committee accountable 
to reading through the SAS and reading the legislation that they are passing. A lot of the things 
they will be big changes that are intricate. The committee must have a firm understanding of what 
they are changing. The Committee on Government Operations reviews legislation to change the 
SAS and the Constitution. This was important because the documents are the foundation of 
ASUN. He believed his passion for it will let him excel in the position.   
 

Senators Green and Wilcox entered the room at 9:06 pm. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. Are there any 
questions for Senator McKinney at this time? 
 

Senators Sewell and Amaya entered the room at 9:08 pm. 
 
Senator Hughes asked Senator McKinney what made him passionate. 
 
Senator McKinney said the foundation was the governing documents. They run what ASUN does 
in its day-to-day operations. It was important they change the documents to meet the needs of 
ASUN and of students. They need to change the documents to match what student want.  
 

Senator Mata left the room at 9:09 pm.  
 
Senator Aziz asked Senator McKinney what his number one goal was. 
 
Senator McKinney said the SAS was a fat document and it can be hard to warp your mind around 
it. He wanted to understand it as soon as possible. He will live with it for a couple of weeks. After 
that, he will be able to run the committee accurately.  
 

Senator Rogers left the room at 9:09 pm.  
 
Senator Amaya asked how he will delegate to the committee properly. 
 
Senator McKinney said there are different types of delegation. There’s the type of people that like 
to tell others what to do and people that leave it up to the committee to see what they want to 
focus on. He wants to be the latter type and leave it up to his committee to decide their interests. 
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If the committee is not doing the things they said they will do, he will have to make sure the 
committee does complete its job thoroughly. 
 
There were no further questions at this time; the body moved to Senator Merkley’s nomination.  
 
Senator Merkley said he wanted to get SAS-y with integrity. The biggest thing that appeals to him 
is updating outdated things. Even now, as President of Farm House Fraternity, they are doing 
great work to update their outdated bylaws. The bylaws were outdated and not being used 
correctly. When documents are outdated, they are not being used effectively. Why are certain 
clauses where they are if they not being used. Updating the SAS was a huge part. They need to 
work together to divide the work; that would be the first goal. He would work with his committee 
to allocate parts of the SAS and review it to make edits. The second thing would be working with 
the Attorney General to stay consistent with precedence. Students should have the ability to realize 
what goes into the SAS. His third goal would be to create a “What You Need to Know” about the 
SAS. This would condense what the SAS says for students. Students will be able to know the 
important parts so they know what they are being governed by. This would also help ASUN as a 
whole understand what governs ASUN officials.  
 

Senators Mata and Rogers entered the room at 9:12 pm. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: We have concluded the three minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Clemons asked what plans Senator Merkley had to familiarize himself with the SAS. 
 
Senator Merkley said like his friend Robert, he will space it out. It would not be logistically feasible 
to say it will be read by the weekend; if he did that, he won’t be able to review it thoroughly. If 
elected, he will read the SAS throughout the summer. He has plans to implement it in the future 
and to get their perspectives as they begin committee meetings.  
 
Senator Aziz asked Senator Merkley if he felt if Government Operations had more jobs besides 
revising the SAS and Senate Rules.  
 
Senator Merkley said for any chair, there are many things they can focus on. He would say his 
major focus should be the SAS. The previous chair said much of the committee meeting focused 
on hearing people’s complaints or desires to restructure the SAS. That took up the majority of the 
time. He would make that a priority since people take time out of their schedules to do that. He 
will also work with the other branches of government to meet their needs within ASUN and see 
how they can make a more comfortable environment for all. 
 
Senator Feil asked Senator Merkley how he would delegate different parts of the SAS.  
 
Senator Merkley believed each committee gets about 7 members. With that, he would allocate 
sections they needed to review throughout the semester. Each person will be assigned a section to 
keep consistency and maintain integrity. He will also work with each chair of the committees to 
pass ideas off each other. Say they had a situation with a section, he would ask others review it for 
their opinions since he may not be reading or understanding it correctly. If they had the same 
consensus, then they can go ahead to change it.  
 
Speaker Martinez: There are no further nominees for this Chair position. We shall now go into a 
general debate from the floor. It has been customary for Senators to review the pros and cons for 
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each nominee in the order in which the presentations were given. However, this process is not 
binding on the Senate. 
 
Senator Feil said though Senator Merkley may not be as familiar with the documents yet, she 
believed he will use his passion.  
 
Senator Aziz said it was important to note that Senator Merkley wanted to run for University 
Affairs and was thrown under the bus for this position. He said they weren’t taking that into 
consideration.  
 
Senator Wilcox said Senator McKinney also had a lot of passion.  
 
Speaker Martinez said University Affairs was later on but Senator Merkley did have the opportunity 
to deny this nomination.  
 
Senator Hughes wanted to bring up that she obviously ran against Senator McKinney. When he 
told her he was considering going for Government Operations, she thought that position fit him 
perfectly. He was a meticulous person and this would be the position for him. He has been 
planning to run for a while. 
 
Senator Mata missed the beginning of Senator Merkley’s presentation but enjoyed how Senator 
McKinney mentioned how ASUN and the students fit into the SAS. If students had problems with 
what ASUN does, they can go to the SAS to see their job descriptions.  
  
Senator Wilcox didn’t want to be unprofessional and agreed with Senator Hughes. Senator Wilcox 
thought Senator McKinney fit the position based on a conversation he had with Senator 
McKinney. Senator McKinney wanted the position even though he ran for Speaker Pro Tempore.  
 
Senator Amaya asked Senators Hughes and Wilcox to elaborate why Senator McKinney was the 
better fit. She missed Senator McKinney’s speech. 
 
Senator Hughes said this was a unique position on outreach that was meticulous. He had the drive 
and passion to ensure that all documents are up to date. It was super important that they because 
they are always changing and that was where his passion lied. He had the assets to do this type of 
work.  
 
Senator Wilcox said Senator McKinney was very detail oriented and meticulous.  
 
Speaker Martinez said if they were not here for either debate, he encouraged they abstain. Instead 
of saying the last name say of a candidate, they should say, “oy”.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote:  
Merkley:  
McKinney: Senators Alvarez, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson,  

Hughes, Loveland, Wilcox, Wilday 
Abstentions: Senators Mata, Rogers, Sewell 
 
Senator Burton moved to approve Senator McKinney as the Chair for the Committee on 
Government Operations.  
Senator Feil seconded. 
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There was no discussion at this time.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote:  
Aye: Senators Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Hudson, Loveland,  

  Wilcox, Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: Senators Mata, Rogers, Sewell 
 
Motion to appoint Senator McKinney as Government Operations Chair carried.  
 

e. Public Affairs 
Senator Burton nominated Senator Alvarez. 
Senator Alvarez accepted. 
 
Senator Collins nominated Senator Clemons. 
Senator Clemons declined. 
 
Senator Hughes nominated Senator Mata. 
Senator Mata accepted. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Public Affairs.  

1. Senator Alvarez, from The Reynolds School of Journalism 
2. Senator Mata, from The College of Liberal Arts 

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues.  
 
Senator Alvarez said: I will pass out my resume and a flowchart. The flowchart explains my goals 
and who would achieve them. I am the sole senator representing the Reynolds School of 
Journalism. I stand in front of you today to run for the Chair of the Committee of Public Affairs 
and I know serving this committee will be within the best interest of my constituents, the university 
and furthermore, the 86th senate session of the Associated Students of the University of Nevada. 
As you can see on my resume, I have held multiple leadership positions. I’ve listened to the 
concerns of various types of students for the past three years and can recognize how to advocate 
for them. These positions in itself have allowed me to maintain professionalism and a line of 
communication. As a Reno native, I understand how to communicate and gain access to our local 
government, and all the businesses that make up the Chamber of Commerce, especially the Abbi 
Agency. As a journalism major, I understand the importance of trained and strategic messaging. 
This is essential during this year in particular as it is a legislative session. I have four main goals I 
want to accomplish as chair of this committee. Some of the goals illustrated in the flow chart given 
to you is reminiscent of Senator Becker’s goals as I’ve decided to take the initiative to develop 
them as my own if elected. The key changes are highlighted in bold. First and foremost, I want to 
expand and further develop the K-12 outreach program, specifically creating an emphasis on 
activism and civic engagement. I want to ensure students from low-income and first generation 
backgrounds are educated about civic engagement, thus voter registration workshops must be 
created. I also want to create mini-Elect Her sessions to further encourage women leaders of all 
ages and backgrounds. This further aligns with the former President Fabbi’s initiative of No Walls 
2020, to bring the campus to the community further. Second, I want to expand the legislative 
tracker with the Legislative Affairs department to further create transparency, and ensure our 
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lobbying efforts are being used frequently. The legislative tracker will be used to update our 
students with legislation at the local and state level. While I maintain marketing and event planning 
skills, I want to develop a closer relationship with the Director of Campus and Public Relations to 
develop the 9/11 Memorial and Veteran’s Breakfast. I have the relationships within multiple 
departments to accomplish this, such my connections with Terina Caserto, the Director of Veteran 
Services. 
 

Senator Burton left the room at 9:26 pm. 
 

Senator Alvarez said: Lastly, I plan on undertaking Democracy Plaza to ensure student external 
concerns are met. Since the First Amendment is the basis of my all values and skills, I truly believe 
it is the best interest of the committee to oversee the development of Democracy Plaza and ensure 
first amendment forums continue. I truly believe advocating for the rights of others. I understood 
the need for a better infrastructure for schools in the school district and because of this, I canvassed 
for SOS Washoe, a coalition dedicated to pass ballot initiative WC-1. I recognize the need for first 
generation programs in the state of Nevada and because of this, I advocated to Senator Cortez 
Masto when she visited the TRiO Office, emphasizing the importance of these programs to 
incoming and current college students. All of these experiences and plans attribute to my 
qualifications to chair the Committee on Public Affairs. The Society of Professional Journalists’ 
Code of Ethics advised journalists to boldly tell the story of the diversity and magnitude of the 
human experience. I want to boldly tell the story of the university and I believe chairing the 
committee of Public Affairs, which will allow me to fulfill the promise I made to my constituents.  
 

Senator Burton entered the room at 9:29 pm. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: We have concluded the three minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Hughes said that Senator Alvarez’s chart mentioned wanting to reach out to three schools 
within the Reno-Sparks area. She asked Senator Alvarez what the options were for rural Nevada. 
 
Senator Alvarez said it was open to all schools. She wanted to reach out to more accessible schools 
but would be happy to expand that to ensure they had voter registration efforts and Elect Her in 
all areas.  
 
Senator Aziz said Assembly Bill 407 in last year’s State Legislature moved to divide the land grant 
funding UNR has, even though it is a land grant institution, and divide the funding with DRI and 
UNLV. Fortunately, it was stopped last minute by Governor Sandoval. Senator Aziz said he didn’t 
agree with much of what Governor Sandoval did but he agreed with him on stopping the division 
of funding. In terms of state bills and legislation, Senator Aziz asked Senator Alvarez what she 
thought would be the most effective way to prioritize students.  
 
Senator Alvarez said the main thing in regard to that working with The Department on Legislative 
Affairs since they do a lot of lobbying in Carson. She wants to work with them and develop a 
relationship. She has spoken with the current director, Director Shultz, and has spoken with the 
Projects Coordinator, Mac Nelson. She needed to attend the legislative sessions and be as educated 
as possible. It was all about being transparent and understanding students’ concerns and issues, so 
she can take them back to Carson City.   
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Senator Rogers didn’t know if this fell under this committee but with all the motels around campus, 
she asked how Senator Alvarez would address the potential homeless population issue and campus 
life. 
 
Senator Alvarez said that was a great question. As a Reno native the homeless population she grew 
up watching that population facing a lot of hardships. She wanted to listen to students to hear their 
concerns and see how to better assist them. She wanted to create resolutions to support the 
homeless population and work with Mayor Schieve and the councilmen of the city to create 
initiatives.  
 
Senator Amaya asked Senator Alvarez to explain what a first amendment forum was. 
 
Senator Alvarez said she didn’t want to limit this to the first amendment only. what it was is that 
it would talk about their rights under the first amendment, understand the importance of it, and 
the issues surrounding it. She was open to any topic and would narrow it down to certain 
populations across campus to meet the needs of students.  
 
Senator Grant knew that Democracy Plaza had been discussed in past sessions. He wanted to 
know what Senator Alvarez’s first steps would be to undertake it and make it happen. 
 
Senator Alvarez would work with Senator Grant to make sure there is funding. To implement 
former Senator Flangas’s ideas, Senator Alvarez would collaborate with her as well. Form there, 
once it is built, she will hold tabling events and other events so students feel comfortable using it 
and understand their first amendment rights. That would create a resolution for them to lobby at 
the state level.  
 
Senator Merkley asked how she would expand the legislation tracker. 
 
Senator Alvarez said the main thing now was that it was under the Legislative Affairs website and 
it hadn’t been updated in a of couple years. She wanted to make sure it is being marketed 
throughout the university. She wanted to use social media and traditional methods, including flyers 
and things like that. She wanted to update the tracker and make it more accessible to all students. 
She wanted to add a button on the ASUN website that would let students see the legislation 
impacting them. 
 
Senator Feil asked Senator Alvarez to elaborate on the idea of mini Elect Her events.  
 
Senator Alvarez said she attended Elect Her. She never received any information in high school 
about being a woman and a public official. Senator Alvarez wanted to take that information into 
high school government classes and explain a condensed version. It would encourage women to 
become public officials and to empower them to get them involved in student council.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: With no further time for questions and answers, we will move on to next 
nominee. Thank you, Senator Alvarez. 
 
Senator Mata said: Hello my name is Natasia Mata and I am one of the senators for the College of 
Liberal Arts. I am running for the chair of public affairs for a lot of the same reasons that I ran for 
senate. The current political climate in the United States is changing rapidly and it is affecting our 
campus more than most of the students know. They are also mostly unaware of what they can do 
in response or to even stop some of these changes on campus. One of my campaign goals was to 
create a place where students could easily access unbiased information of the new policies being 
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implemented or policies that are being voted on, and I believe that is something I can accomplish 
as chair of public affairs. I feel as if this is a topic that the committee hasn’t fully explored as a 
possibility of what it can do so I would love to bring this new aspect to it. More than that, I want 
to be chair because I want to lead the discussions for these things as well as hear and assess multiple 
opinions and viewpoints. I do think I can lead the committee well because I have sat in on the 
committee during my time as a senate intern and have watched what the committee does and how 
it works. I volunteered to help get signatures on the banner to thank veterans for the Veterans Day 
luncheon, so I am aware of some of the longer standing responsibilities that exist for the chair. I 
also have the availability and time to put in the necessary effort for the chair position, which I 
think is something important that should be highlighted. Being a senator is already amazing and 
I’ve already taken on some projects, but I would love to have some more responsibilities and lead 
the committee on public affairs because it is what I’m passionate about and what I can put a vast 
amount of knowledge towards bettering. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: We have concluded the three minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes.  
 
Senator Aziz asked how Senator Mata planned to represent the University at the state and local 
levels.  
 
Senator Mata said that goes with planning to give unbiased information and making students 
knowledgeable. Senator Mata would like to use a part of the outreach hours to go out and listen 
to student opinions and helping them learn about issues. The legislation within Nevada was easy 
to learn about. People often vote based on party affiliation and Senator Mata wanted to show 
students it was more than that.  
 
Senator Aziz said in terms of representing students during the voting season because it is an active 
legislation session next year, he asked if Senator Mata will be lobbying for students during the 
upcoming legislative session.  
 
Senator Mata said if asked, Senator Mata would love to. While not too keen on how to lobby, 
Senator Mata would go on behalf of the students if their opinions had been given to Senator Mata.  
 
Senator Hughes asked what Senator Mata learned as an intern that will be helpful in terms of 
leading a committee.  
 
Senator Mata said that not a lot of people are educated on what is happening. The only two 
committees Senator Mata could sit on were Public Affairs and Budget and Finance. Senator Mata 
brought up net neutrality during a Public Affairs meeting and the chair didn’t know what net 
neutrality was. Senator Mata had to attend a Senate meeting to explain what net neutrality was and 
how it affected them. an opinion from senate should be based on information but not a lot of 
students know about what is happening or if they do know, they don’t know what steps to take. 
Senator Mata wanted to show students how easy it was to call your senator or research a topic.  
 
Senator Grant said Senator Mata mentioned providing unbiased information on political climates. 
He asked how that would be done since it can be difficult to leave out political bias. 
 
Senator Mata was very knowledgeable on many things and based all opinions on fact. Senator Mata 
was very good at recognizing when personal opinions didn’t matter and when to focus on students. 
That is why senator Mata ran for Senate. Senator Mata be that middle position as a chair and 
recognize when others are being driven by personal opinions. The best way to provide unbiased 
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information was to check the source of the information. If they are using news outlets, then they 
need to check where the information is coming from that the news outlets are using: are they 
trustworthy primary and secondary sources. It wasn’t just about what legislation said but how t 
would affect students.  
 
Senator Wilday said because Public Affair does many things, she asked how Senator Mata would 
narrow the focus of the committee done besides politics. 
 
Senator Mata wanted to focus on voting and making people aware of what they vote for. There 
are smaller responsibilities like the Veterans’ Luncheon but those are easily done by Senator Mata 
or the vice chair. Senator Mata wanted to make sure the committee puts in a lot of effort into 
providing unbiased information and making sure the committee is knowledgeable on issues.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further nominees for this Chair position, we shall now go 
into a general debate from the floor. It has been customary for Senators to review the pros and 
cons for each nominee in the order in which the presentations were given. However, this process 
is not binding on the Senate. 
 
Senator Merkley said Senator Alvarez’s flowchart was incredible and included stuff that was new 
to bring in. He thought that Senator Mata brought up great points, but Senator Alvarez’s chart was 
an organized way to present the kinds of actions that will be taking place. The form was something 
tangible for Senate to look at and to integrate their goals into as well.  
 
Senator Aziz respected that Senator Mata wanted to hear student voices before acting, but the 
Chair of Public affairs needs to be proactive. He brought up AB-407. That was not something his 
college knows of. He heard about it months later from admin because they started looking for new 
jobs. It was important that the Chair is knowledgeable and up to date about issues that affect 
students as a college and as a University. He respected that Senator Alvarez wanted to be proactive 
and represent students on her own terms.  
 
Senator McKinney wanted to speak on Senator Mata approaching him about a diversity training. 
That conversation brought up Senator Mata’s passion and Senator Mata was knowledgeable. That 
goes hand-in-hand with Senator Mata’s internship with the committee. He believed Senator Mata 
will excel in the position. 
 
Senator Hughes pointed out that Senator Mata did a fantastic job of finding middle ground. 
Senator Mata didn’t take up an agenda and elaborated on listening to students; that was important. 
Listening to only some students could isolate others. Going off that, not only was Senator Mata  
informed, Senator Mata also reached too a former senator and committee chair during Senator 
Mata’s time in the internship program to speak about net neutrality. That spoke about the passion 
Senator Mata had.  
 
Speaker Martinez said this was no reflection on Senator Hughes but Senator Mata uses 
they/them/their pronouns. He asked the body please be respectful of Senator Mata’s wishes and 
use they/them/their pronouns to discuss Senator Mata.   
 
Senator Green said to go off of Senators McKinney and Hughes, Senator Green said he was also 
an intern and he can speak to the fact that Senator Mata was educated and stood up for students 
on issues that affected them in some form or another. He sat with Senator Mata on Public Affairs 
and saw how Senator Mata spoke up and made students’ voices heard. He didn’t think it was a 
requirement for a candidate to go to Carson and make student voices heard; that asked a lot of a 
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college student that might not know everything. As long as Senator Mata makes an effort to pass 
resolutions, Senator Mata would be voicing student concerns. 
 
Senator Sewell said Senators Alvarez and Mata were two different people. Senator Alvarez was 
more integrated, and Senator Mata was quieter. Not to say that one is good or bad but Senator 
Mata didn’t talk about any opinions. Senator Sewell thought that Senator Mata based all opinions 
on facts and only stated them when it was relevant. 
 
Senator Hughes said that that flowchart was great, but she didn’t want the body to consider putting 
someone into a position only based on that. Any person can bring a document with plans. It would 
be unfair if the other person had vision and passion for the position. 
 
Senator Amaya said within the description of Public Affairs, it stated: “be responsible for 
formulating policies regarding bodies of governance at the local, state, and federal level.” She didn’t 
think Senator Mata addressed all those areas like Senator Alvarez did. Senator Mata might be better 
suited for University Affairs.  
 
Senator Merkley pointed out Senator Mata was more of a go with the flow with whatever was 
thrown towards Senator Mata’s way while Senator Alvarez had a structured point of view that 
included goals and how to carry them out. That is why he referenced the document Senator Alvarez 
brought. In addition, because someone is selected chair didn’t mean the other person couldn’t still 
help with the committee.  
 
Senator Wilday said she knew Senator Alvarez for a long time and Senator Alvarez is opinionated 
and community involved. Senator Mata stood out for being more centered and for not having one 
goal. She Wanted to see Senator Mata in the position because Senator Mata was more versatile.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further debate, we have concluded and the roll call vote 
will now be called. Those responding to their names will indicate by the nominee’s last name of 
the nominee of their choice. 
 
The body moved to a roll call vote:  
Alvarez: Senators Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes,  

       Loveland, Merkley, Rogers, Wilcox 
Mata: Senators McKinney, Sewell, Wilday 
 
Senator Burton moved to approve Senator Alvarez as the Chair for the Committee on Public 
Affairs. 
Senator Clemons seconded.  
 
There was no discussion at this time.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote:  
Aye: Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Hudson, Hughes, Loveland, McKinney,  

 Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion to appoint Senator Alvarez as Public Affairs Chair carried.  
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f. University Affairs 

Senator Aziz nominated Senator Merkley. 
Senator Merkley accepted. 
 
Senator Collins nominated Senator Clemons. 
Senator Clemons accepted. 
 
Senator Hudson nominated Senator Mata. 
Senator Mata accepted. 
 
Senator McKinney nominated Senator Wilday. 
Senator Wilday declined.  
 
Senator Burton nominated himself.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on University Affairs.  

1. Senator Merkley, from The College of Agriculture, Biotechnology, and Natural Resources  
2. Senator Clemons, from The College of Science 
3. Senator Mata, from The College of Liberal Arts.  
4. Senator Burton, from The College of Business.  

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues. We will hear from Senator Merkley first. 
 
Senator Merkley said: I’ve been very vocal about this since our first gathering together. It’s time 
we strengthen what this University was built on, and that’s the land grant institution of Nevada 
mission. We can do this in three ways: 

 Connecting more students to the University Experiment Stations, by making the 
experiment stations more open and available to students. 

 Exploring the idea of having a Hatch Act Week, the act that formed the land grant 
institutions. 

 Diving deeper into asking deeper questions to the departments we serve, counseling 
services, Campus Wellness, Diversity and Inclusion and so much more, to make sure we 
are serving these programs better. 

Let’s amplify this University as it is; the Lang Grant Institution of Nevada, The University of 
Nevada! 
 
Speaker Martinez: We have concluded the three minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Rogers asked if Senator Merkley was aware of the accessibility issue on campus.  
 
Senator Merkley said yes. When at the Diversity Summit, he came up with the crazy idea of having 
Senators create a day where they take a wheelchair to all their classes. Some routes they normally 
take wouldn’t be possible for some handicapped people. He asked what better there was than for 
22 people going 22 ways to pinpoint what infrastructure needed priority. They can create an 
endowment fund to put towards each project. They can explore and communicate that information 
to students that are handicapped so they know they are being heard.  
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Senator McKinney said within the realm of Senate, University Affairs had to do with many 
departments. He asked how Senator Merkley will make sure to cover all departments and not just 
select one or two. 
 
Senator Merkley said a diverse amount of them were affected by different areas and many of them 
would be willing to explore the wide range programs offered for the areas they are impacted by or 
passionate about. Priority would go to his the committee members in choosing. The second step 
is allocating someone to each department so that someone is hearing them and physically present 
to ask questions and not brushing off needs. Departments also needed to be real with what ASUN 
isn’t doing well and needed to fix so that the committee can implement solutions.  
 
Senator Amaya asked Senator Merkley what his interactions have like with the student services 
offered by the university.  
 
Senator Merkley said he hadn’t used them while as a student but he knew there had been problems 
with not having enough counselors for students, for example. He wants to get those issues 
resolved, otherwise they aren’t doing their job as senators. As far as ASUN goes, he knows there 
are many programs offered, though there is always room for improvement. It was important to 
work with different University offices to get outside complaints that they might not hear at the 
table otherwise.   
 
Senator Wilcox asked how Senator Merkley will continue sustainability efforts. 
 
Senator Merkley said he just heard about a campus that went straw-free; this University is not straw 
free. There are huge deficit and people don’t need straws. It was protection for those that fill their 
cups to the brim. Reducing the plastic from straws was a great start to making the campus more 
sustainable. He has also talked with Senator Green about composting programs. He began to 
wonder why they would pay outside companies to take their compost when they had experimental 
stations just up the road on Valley Rd. They had 50 greenhouses that would love to take the 
compost to fertilize the green house. Composting, reducing plastic waste, and staying on top of 
“being green” as a University would be the first steps. As the term goes on, he would like to explore 
further ways to be sustainable.  
 
Speaker Martinez: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and will 
move onto the next nominee, Senator Clemons. I know it’s late but you are all doing great, just 
stay with me we are almost done.  
 
Senator Amaya asked if they were done after appointing a chair for University Affairs.  
 
Speaker Martinez said appointing them to committees was next.  
 
Senator Clemons said: I encourage you all to look at the papers I am handing out. To start out, I 
will share a quote by Will Smith: “There's no reason to have a plan B because it distracts from plan 
A.” I have noticed this firsthand with the elections, but I put all my eggs into one basket. I am 
investing all my energy into one position and not any other. If elected as Chair, I will put 110% 
into being as successful and innovational as possible for the betterment of the university as a whole. 
This position entails that the Chair be the liaison and connector between all the ASUN 
departments, students, and faculty by gathering student opinions and presenting them to faculty 
in an effective way. The chair is to keep open lines of communication. This is important because 
without flow of information there can be no collaboration. The Chair also improves areas of the 
University by overcoming barriers. I am qualified for this position because I’ve recently met with 
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the previous chair holder Derek Bussman to talk about what is needed as Chair for the position.; 
I have a good understanding of what I need to do as Chair. I won’t see this as a job but rather a 
path to help others. It would be an honor. I am naturally a positive person and consider myself an 
optimist. I love to help others. I am a problem-solver and come up with solutions, not problems. 
When Derek introduced the position, I knew I would be a good fit. My affinity towards problem 
solving would make me an effective agent of change. I am extremely personable and would strive 
to ensure good communication in all the different parts as well as being an advocate for the student 
in all those interactions. I plan to accomplish setting up at least two outreach events so that the 
students can meet the senators and have their voices be heard. I also plan to help uphold a constant 
flow of communication between the students and the administration. I also plan to get as close to 
perfect information as possible for the overall betterment of the University. If you can imagine 
talking to every single person on campus to hear their ideas, all the students and staff, you will 
have perfect information. This was impossible, but I plan to come as close as possible to that to 
better the university.   
 
Speaker Martinez said: We have concluded the three minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator McKinney asked Senator Clemons what ideas he had for the two outreach ideas.   
 
Senator Clemons said he had a lot of ideas. It wasn’t hard to come up with ideas. For example,  
Cocoa with Constituents. They can do fundraisers; other fraternities have done egg yolks, dunk 
tanks, and pies in the face anything that attracts students to them that was fun.  
 
Senator Rogers ware of university accessibility issue 
 
Senator Clemons said he was not very aware but would love to find out more and improve the 
issues. 
 
Senator Green asked Senator Clemons to elaborate on his second goal of collaborating with  
Tesla.  
 
Senator Clemons said this probably won’t fit into their budget, but he has tried to come up with 
some solutions. One example was them waiting until a Campus Escort van breaks down. When 
that happens, they will have to buy a new one. Instead of getting a new one, they can collaborate 
with Tesla to buy a more sustainable option.  
 
Senator Wilcox asked if Senator Clemons had plans to continue sustainability efforts on campus. 
 
Senator Clemons said by taking problems head-on and speaking to people to get ideas since two 
heads work better than one. Communication is key.  
 
Senator Wilday asked how he planned to reach out to students that live off campus.  
Senator Clemons asked if she could clarify the question.  
 
Senator Wilday said he talked a lot about community outreach. He asked how he would reach out 
to students that don’t live on campus and want to be involved. 
 
Senator Clemons said he would email the ASUN newsletter and use flyers and posters. 
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Speaker Martinez: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and will 
move onto the next nominee, Senator Mata.  
 
Senator Mata said they didn’t have a speech prepared but was glad to be nominated. Senator Mata 
read through the duties of the committee felt this is the committee Senator Mata should have run 
for. Senator Mata had plans that fit well into ASUN wanted to bring them up. Senator Mata wanted 
to do outreach with UNR Police as they are doing great things that students don’t know about. 
Incorporating UNR Police would be a great idea; especially because there were a lot of things the 
Police wasn’t responsible for as a Department but more so what individuals had done. For 
Buildings and Grounds, there is lots going on and students should be aware of that. For Parking 
and Transportation, Senator Mata didn’t know much but Senator Mata did know Parking will come 
and talk to Senate. Senator Mata wanted to grill Parking and Transportation and be transparent. 
For planning and construction, students should know what is happening, how it affects them, and 
how they can stay safe. Counseling and Student Services was something that Senator Mata cared a 
lot about, benefited from it, and was very active in. There was a lot of stigma around it but Senator 
Mata wanted them to be happy with it. Students should know this was a safe place and should use 
it. Senator Mata was educated on diversity and intersectionality and had a plan to create inclusion. 
Senator Mata has done much research on their own because of how important it was. Diversity 
was more than just race, gender, sexuality, and religion or disability.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: We have concluded the three minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Aziz said Senator Mata mentioned intersectionality. He wanted to know what Senator 
Mata defined intersectionality as.  
 
Senator Mata said it was a theory introduced in the 1990’s. it had the idea that people of multiple 
minority groups had certain types of oppression that had come to them based on the system of 
prejudice in the United States. A Black woman can experience racism and misogyny but that 
doesn’t mean that same woman will experience them separately but rather together in a different 
way than another woman. There was no education on this. The ideas are out in the open, but no 
one discusses them, especially not how socioeconomic status fits into all of this. Senator Mata 
believed this was something that was not discussed on this campus, even though it affected them 
all. Many students are not aware of how much their socioeconomic status has privileged them. 
they need to make sure people are not ashamed of their class, how they are, and what privileges 
they had and how to use those privileges.  
 
Senator Rogers said Senator Mata talked about diversity. She asked if Senator Mata was aware of 
the accessibility issue on campus 
 
Senator Mata said yes. Part of the problem was that people don’t know what diversity is. Diversity 
is a big thing and it was too hard to commit to one definition. They had to look at more than just 
minority students. Senator Mata has firm plans try to work with Senator McKinney. Senator Mata 
wanted to do a diversity workshop with freshmen and make it mandatory for anyone in ASUN. 
The workshop will go into all sections of diversity, including race, gender, masculinity, and all that. 
Senator Mata wanted to make sure that more than students of different backgrounds can express 
themselves with pride. Senator Mata is Hispanic and was told there are places Hispanics can go to 
be purely Hispanic; but that is it. Senator Mata wants to bring out the different clubs there are and 
educate students, but also make sure people know they can create their own.  
 
Senator Wilcox asked if Senator Rogers wanted to restate her question. 
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Senator Rogers said Senator Mata mentioned accessibility and wanted to bring awareness to ADA 
accessibility but liked that Senator Mata wanted to bring all parts of diversity.  
 
Senator Wilcox asked how Senator Mata will continue sustainability. 
 
Senator Mata must become educated on it to be knowledgeable. Senator Mata didn’t want to give 
an opinion yet on legislation because Senator Mata lacked knowledge. Senator Mata would love to 
work with Senator Wilday but did know the campus could do more work in the dorms and with 
dining.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and 
will move onto the next nominee, Senator Burton.  
 
Senator Burton said: Throughout my time as a student here at the University of Nevada, I sought 
to not only become involved in a variety of clubs and organizations and take on leadership roles 
in them, but to take advantage of the countless services offered by the university. My passion for 
Nevada broke out when I was an orientation guide last summer. During the summer, I had the 
opportunity to familiarize myself even more with the services offered here and meet the directors 
of the various departments. I then had the pleasure to explain, in depth, these different 
departments to the many student groups I got to work with during the summer, addressing the 
many ways these services can help ease their transition into college. I also got to explain how they 
can get involved with some of these departments and organizations such as ASUN to both better 
themselves and their professional development, as well bettering these departments all together to 
benefit current and future students and the university as whole. With the connections I have built 
with diverse groups of students and faculty members through orientation and beyond, I firmly 
believe I am the most qualified candidate to chair the committee on University affairs. To start, I 
want to use this position to explore new and creative ways to market the on goings of the senate 
to the student population, including our nontraditional students. After talking with former COLA 
senator and chair on university affairs, Derek Bussman, one of the issues he noticed during his 
term is that the ASUN TV screens used in the Joe Crowley Student Union and throughout campus 
were underutilized and failed to properly promote what ASUN has offer. I believe this specific 
issue persists and I look forward to working closely with the Inkblot team to discover a variety of 
new and creative ways to revamp how we promote ASUN to our students while still upholding 
our commitment to sustainability. I also look forward to working closely with Amy Koeckes, our 
associate director for student engagement outreach and sitting on the student media advisement 
board. I love talking with faculty members because they are the ones who implement the changes 
students what to see. In the past I have spoken with several department directors to learn more 
about their department and how they serve us students. I have even spoken to department 
directors that are often overlooked such the office of information technology, more specifically 
our Chief Information Security officer, Jeff Springer and talked about what his office actively doing 
to ensure students and their information are safe when using the university network and what the 
office of IT is doing to ensure reliability and availability of the University network. In terms of 
voicing student concerns, I recently had a casual conversation with a student leader of the Rodeo 
Club and talked about some of the events they host and how they promote them but also talked 
about some of the concerns they have, one of those issues is safety and problems with 
homelessness at their facility where they practice. I later discovered that their facility is within the 
patrol boundaries of the university police department. I promised her that I would assist her in 
addressing this issue by acting as a liaison.  
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Speaker Martinez said Senator Burton reached his time limit of three minutes. Will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes 
 
Senator Aziz asked Senator Burton how he would use the committee’s various liaisons to reach 
out to them all.  
 
Senator Burton wanted to make sure he uses his committee members to find their passions and 
go from there to determine the liaisons the committee members wanted. If the body wanted to 
include a specific liaison, he would be open to it. He wanted to clarify up front this was something 
he thought off when researching the committee, talking to former Committee Chair Senator 
Bussman, and when drafting his speech. 
 
Senator Alvarez asked Senator Burton if he was familiar with the programs on campus regarding 
sexual assault and how he planned to outreach to them.  
 
Senator Burton said he was not totally well versed on the programs but did know they existed. He 
wanted to work with senators to utilize the programs and be well versed on them so he understands 
them.  
 
Senator Wilcox asked Senator Burton how he will improve sustainability.  
 
Senator Burton said he will work with Facilities and Maintenance. During his work with the Joe, 
Facilities and Maintenance came to them to talk about ways they can promote sustainability. He 
wanted to promote sustainability to students. 
 
Senator McKinney said one of the committee’s duties in the SAS was to devise plans to better 
incorporate ROTC students into campus life. He asked Senator Burton how he defined campus 
life and what plans he had. 
 
Senator Burton said one thing he wanted to do went along with nontraditional students. For 
ROTC, he wanted them to ensure ASUN can attract them to the events hosted by ASUN and the 
colleges. These students should be developing professionally and academically.   
 
Senator Amaya asked Senator Burton why he didn’t mention Health Services.  
 
Senator Burton said he was not well versed in it. He wanted to include the Health Center to find 
ways to benefit students and find out how Senate can create events and programs to promote safe 
sex, for example. He was aware these programs and services existed but didn’t know a lot about 
them.  
 
Senator Rogers asked Senator Burton if he was aware of the accessibility issues on campus.   
 
Senator Burton was aware there were problems and knew some buildings weren’t as accessible as 
they needed to be. He wanted to work to implement better accessibility across campus.  
 
Senator Hudson asked Senator Burton to expand on devising a plan to assist in understanding 
increasing housing needs. The University did just build a dorm but she was curious as to what he 
would do as a chair.  
 
Senator Burton said housing enrollment increased significantly. The University was finding that 
two or three years after building a new dorm, they reached capacity fast. Some things he wanted 
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to do with RHA was create opportunities for students that couldn’t get into the dorms to be able 
to live in the new apartment buildings close to campus without breaking the bank.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and 
will move into a general debate from the floor. It has been customary for Senators to review the 
pros and cons for each nominee in the order in which the presentations were given. However, this 
process is not binding on the Senate.  
 
Senator Alvarez was in favor of Senator Mata. Senator Mata didn’t prepare a speech but was 
familiar with the resources the University had. She thought Senator Mata would be a great person 
to chair the committee.  

 
Senator Rogers was disappointed with Senator Clemons’ response regarding the disability and 
accessibility question. He didn’t seem interested in it and this issue needs to be addressed.  
 
Senator Amaya wanted to say that Senator Mata’s speech was perfect for the position. Senator 
Mata had a nonbiased agenda for the committee and that was great. She wanted to add that Senator 
Burton did meet with different departments to prepare for the position. However, she didn’t think 
that put him in an advantage because anyone can email or meet with a department once elected 
into the position.  
 
Senator Collins wanted to ask former Senator Bussman if the candidates were qualified. 
 
Senator Bussman said he won’t endorse anyone but will say that of the current candidates, Senators 
Clemons and Burton reached out to him to talk about the position.  
 
Senator McKinney wanted to go back to Senator Amaya’s statement about preparing and agreed 
that Senator Mata’s agenda fit the committee perfectly. Senator Mata was passionate about making 
change.   
 
Senator Hudson pointed out that Senator Mata didn’t know to talk to former Senator Bussman 
since Senator Mata didn’t plan to run originally. She though the questions the body asked the 
candidates were equitable across the board and Senator Mata had the best responses.  
 
Senator Hughes wanted to touch on how focused Senator Mata was on diversity. The University 
had many programs that already had a strong voice. Senator Burton focused on fraternity and 
sorority life as a proposed liaison. As someone who is involved in Greek life, she thought this was 
an area that was well covered and had an enormous voice. She liked that Senator Mata focused on 
diversity and inclusion since there were many groups on campus that didn’t have a voice.  
 
Senator Alvarez pointed out that a concern for Senator Clemons was his Tesla idea. She felt as if 
it was too idealistic and not as tangible as he implied. She didn’t think Senator Clemons was 
prepared for the committee. She seconded Senator Hughes’s statement about Senator Mata. 
 
Senator Wilday said this went back to diversity. The biggest quality she felt you needed for 
University Affairs was diversity because the committee encapsulates so many programs. Senator 
Mata was good at taking theirself out of the situation and seeing who needed help. Senator Mata 
will go after what was important.     
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Senator McKinney pointed out that Senator Merkley had a great platform. He believed Merkley 
was a great candidate and they aren’t discussing him because he got lost in translation. Senator 
Merkley seemed like a great candidate and had a lot of great points. 
 
Senator Aziz noted that the body should try to respect Senator Mata’s wishes to use they/them 
pronouns. He made the mistake too but wanted it to be known Senator Mata uses they/them 
pronouns.  
 
Senator Hughes echoed McKinney’s statement about Senator Merkley. When she pictured 
someone going to different groups on campus, Senator Merkley would be an incredible person to 
do that. He was enthusiastic and she wanted address Senator Merkley’s candidacy. 
 
Senator Sewell agreed with Senator Hughes. Senator Merkley talked about great things and had 
great ideas. He was more focused on the University as a land grant institution and Senator Mata 
focused more on diversity. 
 
Senator Amaya said Senator Merkley seemed better suited to be on the committee, but not the 
head of it.  
 
Senator Green said Senator Merkley had great ideas for the DRC and sustainability and were not 
limited to the University as a land grant institution.  
 
Senator Aziz believed Senator Burton had the best grasp of the job of the chair. The committee 
can’t focus on one thing; it had to be inclusive of all groups on campus too. 
 
Senator Loveland said that just because someone gave them a paper with some departments didn’t 
mean they would only focus on that. The committee will reach out to the departments. They will 
eventually reach out to everyone.  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
 
Roll call vote to elect a committee chair: 
Mata: Alvarez, Amaya, Green, Hudson, Hughes, McKinney, Rogers, Wilday 
Burton: Aziz, Collins, Feil, Grant, Sewell, Wilcox 
Merkley:  
Clemons: 
 
Senator Mata received the majority of the vote.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: The next order of business is the appointments of Senators to the Senate 
Standing Committees. Each committee must be composed of between 5 and 9 members, with the 
exception of Budget and Finance, which must be composed of at least 7 members. Each Senator 
must serve on at least two committees. The Committee on Budget and Finance must have at least 
7 members. Senators who have been elected as Chairs are automatically on their own committee 
as well as on the Committee on Oversight, which fulfills the two committee requirement. However, 
it is highly encouraged that you also sit on another standing committee.  By a show of hands, who 
is interested in sitting on the Committee on Academics.  
 
Senator Collins, Wilday, Sewell, Hughes, Wilcox, and Merkley volunteered. 
 
Senator Burton asked if this was a commitment to sit on the committee or just a show of interest.  
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Speaker Martinez said it was a commitment. Committee chairs will set a time to meet with their 
committee but if you are unable to attend the committee you signed up for you must notify him 
to find them a new committee to sit on. Committee meetings must be at different times so they 
don’t conflict with one another.  
 
Senator Rogers asked if they get a list of the times of all the committees.  
 
Speaker Martinez said they can set the times after the committee members are appointed. If they 
have a conflict, they can change.  
 
Senator Sewell asked if they had to sit on two committees. 
 
Speaker Martinez said yes. Committee chairs sit on the committee they chair and on the Committee 
on Oversight, fulfilling the two-committee requirement, but chairs are encouraged to sit on other 
committees.  
 
Senator Martinez said the proposed membership for the committee on Academics was: Senators 
Collins, Wilday, Sewell, Hughes, Wilcox, and Merkley 
 
Senator Burton moved to approve the membership of the Committee on Academics as previously 
stated.  
Senator Green seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote: 
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes,  

 Loveland, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried.  
 
Senator Martinez asked who wanted to sit on the Committee on Budget and Finance. 
Senators Grant, Loveland, Feil, Hughes, Burton, Hudson, Mata, Green, and Sewell volunteered.  
 
Speaker Martinez said the proposed membership for the Committee on Budget and Finance was: 
Senators Grant, Loveland, Feil, Hughes, Burton, Hudson, Mata, Green, and Sewell. 
 
Senator Amaya moved to approve the membership of the Committee on Budget and Finance as 
previously stated. 
Senator Sewell seconded. 
 
There was no discussion at this time.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote: 
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes,  

 Loveland, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
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Motion carried. 
 
Speaker Martinez asked who wanted to sit on the Committee on Civic Engagement.  
Senators Feil, Amaya, Alvarez, McKinney, Collins, Clemons, Rogers, Hudson, and Green 
volunteered. 
 
Speaker Martinez said the proposed membership for the Committee on Civic Engagement was: 
Senators Feil, Amaya, Alvarez, McKinney, Collins, Clemons, Rogers, Hudson, and Green. 
 
Senator Merkley moved to approve the membership for the Committee on Civic Engagement as 
previously stated. 
Senator Alvarez seconded. 
 
There was no discussion at this time.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote: 
Aye: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, Hughes,  

 Loveland, Mata, McKinney, Merkley, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, Wilday 
Nay: None 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried.  
 
Senator Merkley asked if they can vote to appoint committee memberships by unanimous consent.  
 
Speaker Martinez said yes. He asked who wanted to sit on the Committee on Government 
Operations.  
Senators McKinney, Wilday, Loveland, Merkley, and Green volunteered.  
 
Speaker Martinez said the proposed membership for the Committee on Government Operations 
was: Senators McKinney, Wilday, Loveland, Merkley, and Green. 
 
Senator Burton moved to approve the membership for the Committee on Government 
Operations as previously stated by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Martinez asked who wanted to sit on the Committee on Public Affairs. 
Senators Alvarez, Aziz, Amaya, Mata, McKinney, and Rogers volunteered. 
 
Speaker Martinez said the proposed membership for the Committee on Public Affairs was: 
Senators Alvarez, Aziz, Amaya, Mata, McKinney, and Rogers. 
 
Senator Merkley moved to approve the membership of the Committee on Public Affairs as 
previously stated by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked who wanted to sit on the Committee on University Affairs.  
Senators Mata, Burton, Clemons, Wilcox, Loveland, Grant, Green, Wilday, Amaya, and Aziz 
volunteered. 
 
Senator Merkley said Senator Green was on three committees but Senator Aziz was only on one. 
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Senator Green withdrew. 
 
Speaker Martinez said the proposed membership for the Committee on University Affairs was: 
Senators Mata, Burton, Clemons, Wilcox, Loveland, Grant, Wilday, Amaya, and Aziz. 
 
Senator Burton moved to approve the membership of the Committee on University Affairs as 
previously stated by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

13. ADDITIONAL BUSINESS AUTHORIZED UNDER SAS 102.04.b 
Speaker Martinez said: the Speaker is informed that no petitions were received by the deadline therefore, 
there is no business.  
 

14. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND 
REFERRAL 
There was no business heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

15. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senator Mata asked if the body will share their connections assignments now.  
 
Speaker Martinez said they will save those reports until the next meeting.  
 
Senator Feil asked her committee members to meet with her after the meeting to exchange phone numbers.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked the committee chairs and Speaker Pro Tempore to stay after to schedule a meeting 
time. He also reminded the Oversight Committee that there was a committee meeting Monday at 7 pm. 
He asked they review the agenda as it was already posted on the website.  
 
Senator Collins asked that her committee members also stay after to exchange phone numbers.  
 
Senator Alvarez asked everyone to please to take pictures with the blue pin wheels she gave them and to 
upload the pictures using the hashtags and stating why child abuse was important to them.  
 

16. PUBLIC COMMENT 
President Jackson congratulated the body. She said the body did an excellent job with discussion and she 
can’t wait to work with them in the next year. She said they should celebrate and then get to work.  
 

17. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Martinez adjourned the meeting at 11:07 pm.  


