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Committee on Civic Engagement 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Friday, April, 27th, 2018 at 11:30 a.m.  
Joe Crowley Student Union President’s Conference Room 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Feil called the meeting on Civic Engagement to order at 11:30 a.m. on the 3rd floor of 
the Joe Crowley Student Union in the President’s Conference Room. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Senator Amaya, Collins, Feil, Green, McKinney, Yeghiayan and Rodgers were present 
 
Senator Hudson was absent unexcused 
 
Senator Clemons was absent excused 
 
A quorum was present 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
There are no minutes to be heard at this time.  

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

There is no old business to be discussed at this time.  
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Election of a Vice Chair 
Senator McKinney moved to nominate Senator McKinney for Vice Chair on the 
committee on civic engagement. 
Senator Amaya was also nominated for Vice Chair on the committee on civic 
engagement. 
 
 
Chair Feil told Senator McKinney that he had 3 minutes to make a statement as well as a 
5 minute question/answer portion.   
 

*Senator Amaya left the room at 11:03 a.m. for Senator McKinney to make his 
statement* 

 
Senator McKinney said that the obligation of the Vice Chair of this committee would 
have to fill in if the chair is not present. The Vice Chair would have to actively run a 
meeting and post agendas. He believes his experiences as committee chair in the 
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Government and Operations committee has given him prerequisite to become a Vice 
Chair and actively help the committee be the best that it can be. His background in Civic 
Engagement is not as thorough as Senator Amaya’s. However, this position needs to 
prioritize following the SAS and who can draft minutes in the absence of a committee 
secretary. This position is more about time management. He has shown as committee 
chair for Government and Operations that he can do that week by week. He has signed 
up for every Give Pulse event so far because he loves civic engagement, he believes 
that’s something everyone should do and that’s why people ran for Senate.  
 
Senator McKinney said he would now take questions. 
 
Senator Collins said that she knows Senator McKinney is prepared to take one the 
position and knows what he’s doing. However, she questioned if he has too much on his 
plate to take on this position.  
 
Senator McKinney said that is a question he receives a lot. He has never had a problem 
balancing many tasks at once in his life. He believes that if he time manages correctly 
and stays organized, he can accomplish things that many people would view as out of 
pocket. He believes that this position will not add too much stress onto him. He believes 
it is a job for everyone to come together and put everything they have into the 
committee. Therefore, Vice Chair shouldn’t be too much more than being a second 
hand man in the absence of the committee chair. 
 

*Senator Hudson arrived at 11:34 a.m.* 
 

 There were no further questions for Senator McKinney. 
 

*Senator Amaya entered the room at 11:36 a.m.* 
 

*Senator McKinney left the room at 11:36 a.m.* 
 
The committee moved onto the next candidate, Senator Amaya, for her statements and 
questions/answers. 
 
Senator Amaya said that the reason she wanted to be Vice Chair is because she originally 
wanted to run for the Chair of civic engagement. However, she didn’t have the capacity 
nor the time to dedicate to posting agendas and leading an entire committee. She does 
feel like she has enough effort and passion to be Vice Chair, which is just filling in for 
Senator Feil when she cannot make it to a meeting, as well as directly helping her 
without necessarily being in charge. She feels like she is very qualified. She is an 
organizer on Give Pulse for both Nevada student ambassadors and the educators. She is 
also a junior and since she’s been at the university, she has served over 100 hours of 
community service every year. She also has a lot of community partners she’s worked 
with. She is Chair of Community Outreach and they plan events like park clean ups and 
dodge ball tournaments for the American Cancer Society. She is also participating in 
Relay for Life. She stays civically engaged in general and she has a lot of passion for it. It 
all started with her brother who is special Ed. So, she has been volunteering since she 
was in third grade because her parents always told her to volunteer in his classroom due 
to his behavioral issues. Ever since then, she realized that she doesn’t do it out for any 
personal agenda. She has personally benefited from volunteerism so she has a lot of 
great ideas as far as getting other Senators involved.  That is why she would like to be 
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Vice Chair. She is also only on three committees however she is not a chair for any of 
them. Therefore, she has the time, unlike Senator McKinney.  
 
Senator Amaya said she would now take questions 
 
Senator Rodgers asked if Senator Amaya feels as though she can be of resource for 
people on this committee and if she has time for that as well.  
 
Senator Amaya said yes because she has worked with so many community partners, she 
knows how to make the time for others. Because this is something very close to home 
for her.  
 
Senator Green asked if Senator Amaya would be able to handle the duties of posting 
agendas in the absence of Senator Feil.  
 
Senator Amaya said that she is positive that she can do that. Seeing as both of them are 
on the same college, she has no problem working closely with Senator Feil.  
 
There were no further questions for Senator Amaya 
 

*Senator Amaya left the room at 11:40 a.m.* 
 
Senator Feil said the committee will now move to discussion. 
 
Senator Green said he believes both candidates are very qualified, but Senator Amaya 
has more experience and connections with civic engagement could be a very good 
resource.  
 
Senator Hudson said that she wasn’t here for Senator McKinney’s discussion, but 
Senator Amaya brought up a good point that Senator McKinney can easily overextend 
what he is doing. Senator Amaya Definitely has the time to dedicate to it.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan said that Senator Amaya is very qualified based on her history with 
community service, and her many connections. 
 
Senator Feil started a roll call in order for Senators to nominate their candidate 
 
Senator Collins nominated Senator Amaya 
 
Senator Green nominated Senator Amaya  
 
Senator Hudson nominated Senator Amaya  
 
Senator Rodgers nominated Senator Amaya 
 
Senator Yeghiayan nominated Senator Amaya  
 

*Senator Amaya and Senator McKinney enter the room at 11:42 a.m* 
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Senator Feil congratulated Senator Amaya for becoming the new Vice Chair for the 
committee on Civic Engagement 
 

b. Committee Goals 
Senator Feil moved to suspend Robert's Rules in place of brainstorming 
 
Senator Rodgers seconded to motion 
 
Senator Feil announced the committee would now move into a brainstorm session. 
 
Senator Feil said that the biggest thing she wanted to focus on in this committee is 
creating goals and then executing them. She thinks it is really important that they set 
goals monthly 
 
Senator Feil said that is their duty to be the forefront of activism and change in the 
community. She said they are going to go around the room and each Senator will 
express their personal goal for being on the civic engagement committee. 
 
Senator Feil said her personal goal is to create more awareness for democracy as far as 
this legislative year. People don't know the issues and don't have time or resources to 
find out. She wants to be at the forefront of the big scary legislation bills coming and to 
the students.  
 
Senator Collins said she is the chair for the committee on academics. Her personal goal 
is to merge the two committees into doing things like events for the tiny beta’s science 
fair. She wanted to expand the previous civic engagement opportunities, such as the 
science fair, and get more people to come and make them overall bigger events. As well 
as establishing new civic engagement opportunities.  
 
Senator Amaya said that part of the campaign she ran for is creating more variety with 
the events on Give Pulse. She wants to see more people who aren’t affiliated with greek 
life or clubs volunteering. She would like to see more advertisement for students who 
aren't in an organization. 
 
Senator Green said he had two goals. The first is to register as many college students to 
vote as possible so we could increase voter turnout among college students. Secondly, to 
create partnerships with local nonprofits like Urban Roots or The Great Basin Food Co. 
to provide students with service opportunities that also educate them on sustainability.  
 
Senator Hudson said she also had two goals. The first is to get more interaction from off 
campus students because that is a hard demographic that is hard to appeal to. Her 
second goal is to bring small business awareness to campus to build on the community 
that we have. 
 
Senator McKinney said that one of the biggest thing he would want to do is get local 
students who aren’t in college yet, like high school students and middle school students, 
excited for higher education. This is due to admissions rates falling and that’s a big push 
to show that college is fun and games as well as it is a way to better yourself and all 
aspects of your life.  
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Senator Yeghiayan said she thinks that everyone should have volunteer hours and a lot 
of the time people need those volunteer hours but they aren’t interested in the volunteer 
opportunities that are available. She said they should try to look for different volunteer 
hours that everyone would like.  
 
Senator Rodgers said that her first goal is similar to Senator McKinney’s, she wants to go 
to high schools and middle schools and focus of their leadership programs. She then 
wants to give these students tools that would help them in college. Her second goal is to 
cater towards the homeless community and have UNR students help them as well. For 
example, in the dorms if they have extra food bucks, some students already bring take 
out plates to the homeless.  
 
Senator Hudson said she loved that idea however it can be very difficult to donate food 
due to many restrictions.  
 
Senator Amaya said she has participated in an event called Rise and Dine. They do this 
event every Saturday on Record Street. The committee can all sign up for that and she 
has even used ASUN approved funding. They get to feed food to the homeless and 
interact with them. Some of them are disabled so they can help guide them to the food. 
She feels like that would be a great way to interact with the homeless.  
 
Senator Rodgers said that many of the homeless population don’t go to those events due 
to their specific situations. She wanted to make sure that the committee reaches out to 
those kinds of people as well. We can also go to overflow shelters.  
 
Senator Amaya said that she has noticed that when many church organizations put on 
these events that many homeless people who are transgender don’t attend because they 
feel judged. The initiative of Rise and Dine however is not affiliated with religion. 
 
Senator McKinney said that one of the ideas he has is getting into contact with the 
office of service learning and civic engagement to come up with more ideas to meet 
these personal goals everyone has set.  
 
Senator Feil said she would try to get in touch with them. She said that as a committee it 
is really important to try to get every single student involved in some way. When she ran 
for chair her big thing was to give every student the opportunity to be involved. She 
wants to have events that aren’t geared towards people who aren’t in organizations.  
 
Senator Rodgers said that she thinks it is very important that we make it all inclusive.  
 
Senator Feil said they should also partner with the disabilities resource center. She 
already is currently in good contact with them. She said as a committee she would like all 
the Senators to write down five basic goals that they can accomplish in the weeks before 
summer.  
 
Senator McKinney said that all Senators for the most part are civically engaged outside 
of Senate, however he feels they should all sign up for more Give Pulse events as much 
as possible within the next few weeks. We can’t tell other people to be civically engaged 
when we are not, we have to give a good example.  
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Senator Feil said she would write down being a good example as the committee’s first 
goal.  
 

*Senator McKinney left the room at 11:54 a.m.* 
 
Senator Feil said that she would meet at a civic engagement conference in Anaheim that 
upcoming summer. 
 
Senator Collins said that the college of science is known for not being civically engaged 
and she wanted to make it a goal to get that college engaged. 
 
Senator Amaya said she would like to start keeping track of how many people register 
for Give Pulse. She also asked if the committee should start their own social media. 
 
Senator Feil agreed to the idea. She also said that the committee is required to have at 
least four outreach hours every two weeks, but she thinks at least of those hours should 
be committed to community service. 
 
Senator Collins said they were in the process of changing the requirements for outreach 
hours. 
 
Senator Hudson said her main concern is the busy parts of the year like midterms and 
finals, she is unsure how easy it would be to finish her outreach hours at those times. 
 
Senator Feil said they would work around the busy times of the year. She also wants to 
partner with other organizations in order to help spread the word about civic 
engagement. She wants to bring free coffee to people around midterms and finals 
season. She wants to do this in a way that students can meet the schools senators as well. 
In the next two weeks she said people should capitalize how excited they are to be 
senators.  
 
Senator Amaya said that the committee needs to underline the fact that whatever cause 
people are passionate about, there is a committee or organization that is dedicated to 
that cause.  
 
Senator Feil said the committee would work on changing the meeting times as well.  
 
Senator Collins moved to reinstate Robert’s Rule of Order through unanimous consent 
 
Motion carries 
 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
This meeting was adjourned at 12:12 p.m. 


