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Committee on Oversight 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  

Minutes for Friday, February 23rd, 2018 at 4:00 p.m.  
ASUN President’s Conference Room, Third Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union  

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Speaker Jackson called the Committee on Oversight to order at 4:02 pm in the President’s Conference 
Room, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Jackson and Senators Becker, Bussman, Ca. Lee, Flangas, Kuykendall, Martinez, and Thummel 
were present.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

4. MINUTES 
a. The minutes from February 16th, 2018  

Senator Thummel moved to approve the minutes from February 16th, 2018 by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

5. REPORTS 
a. Secretary of the Senate – Andrea Godoy 

Secretary Godoy had no report.  
 

b. Speaker Pro Tempore – Senator Martinez 
Senator Martinez had no report at this time.  
 

c. Chair, Committee on Academics – Senator Cammie Lee 
Senator Lee said: We had our committee meeting this morning. Not really much happened, but 
we just approved the legislation to add a question on the ballot for faculty of the year. 
 
Dr. Beattie said that for the faculty of the year award, they don’t need to pass legislation since it 
was part of the survey portion.  
 
Senator Lee was just confused since they had passed legislation for previous questions being added 
to the ballot. 
 
Dr. Beattie said those questions were asking for the vote of 2/3 of the students. They are 
constitutional changes that must go through legal and other levels. If 2/3’s of the students don’t 
pass the constitutional changes, then they die and it’s like they never passed. The committee is just 
looking for students to write in a name, not have 2/3’s of students write in the same name. The 
survey also changes every year. The information from the elections survey is always given to the 
elections commission so they can improve on elections for the next year.  
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d. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Kuykendall 
Senator Kuykendall said his report won’t change from Senate since they didn’t have meeting a 
today. They will catch up next week with reviews and checking on the status of the summaries; 
they are still writing them. If they had suggestions of graphics and what should be put out to the 
public, let him know. Even the simplified budget wasn’t so simple; it was a five page document 
that won’t fit on a handbill.  
 
Senator Becker asked if it will go on social media. 
 
Senator Kuykendall said that was an idea. He didn’t want to do anything print related for the 
purposes of sustainability. It can be done through Instagram Story or a post, but should all be 
consolidated. The sagebrush did a report of who ran for office; that was a great representation of 
consolidating a ton of information into a small square. That is what he was thinking. 
 
Senator Flangas was thinking it would be cool to do something interactive with the budget, 
something like saying the first person to find out how much was spent on BLF last year gets free 
tickets this year. This way, students are actually engaging with the budget.  
 
Senator Kuykendall wanted to point out during the process of making the simplified budget, he 
found out that the amount of money allocated for diversity is less than 1% of the entire budget. 
He knows there was a lot of things that are happening that don’t require funds to be taken out, 
but he thought they should be prepared to answer questions for things like that. they shouldn’t 
rehearse anything but understand that many diversity initiatives happen outside of ASUN. He also 
wanted to improve on this. He wasn’t a firm believer in throwing money at something arbitrarily 
but if they had great ideas his committee can collaborate with the Department of Diversity and 
Inclusion. 
 
Senator Flangas said that club funding was a big chunk of their budget. When clubs request money, 
they had options for how depending on what they request the money for. She wanted to find a 
way to flag money that is spent on diversity initiatives or programs. She wasn’t suggesting they 
create a special amount but designating it as such so that on paper, it reflects what they are spending 
money on. 
 
Senator Becker said the most efficient thing would be to put the most significant information on 
the infographic, like the totals and the fast facts, and then link it to the consolidated or simple 
form. Personally, from a student perspective, he just wanted to know what went to diversity or the 
total numbers. He felt that most students won’t know what the simplified budget was. 
 
Senator Bussman said they can make an infographic to highlight key things that students want to 
see and have that be separate from the simplified budget. There were infographic template websites 
that he could use.  
 
Speaker Jackson said she had some old ASUN marketing materials that he could use.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said he was under the assumption they had to use Inkblot but was more than 
happy to use a template. He asked if they had to use Inkblot 
 
Speaker Jackson recommended he did.  
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Senator Kuykendall asked if he could make something himself and just ask Inkblot to review it. 
This way, they can expediate the process.  
 
Speaker Jackson said they can show Inkblot what they are looking for but actually use Inkblot. 
 
Senator Flangas recommended they sit down and create it together so that in the future they can 
use that.  
 
Senator Bussman if they use a graphic, that can be posted on social media with facts and link it to 
the simplified budget.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said he just remembered that he ran into Raul and asked about uploading 
reviews. Raul said they should be up today.  
 

e. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Flangas 
Senator Flangas said today was the science fair with TriBeta. It was super successful. She gave a 
shout out to Senators Ca. and Cy. Lee. She was really thankful for everyone that showed up. She 
will make a PowerPoint to present at senate with pictures. 
 
Dr. Beattie asked if she took pictures of the kids. 
 
Senator Flangas said she did but without their faces. She made sure it was only the back of their 
heads. For Wolf Pack Reading Week, she met with Inkblot because they are making the graphics. 
She is looking to see if the Wolf Shop will sponsor the t-shirts with a logo. She talked to Director 
Desamero to have coalitions collect books together and the coalition that collected the most will 
get a prize. She will be working closely with clubs and orgs to promote the book drive and get 
people involved. It will run the full month of March with collection bins in ASUN with the front 
desk. As the bins fill up, the books will be moved to the senate office.  
 
Senator Lee said they made kids sign waivers before coming so they should be good with pictures.  
 
Dr. Beattie said the waiver was not for photos. It was in case a chandelier fell on the kids or 
something so that their parents couldn’t sue the university. It didn’t allow them to take photos. 
 
Senator Lee said she will check since that is not what the club said.  
 
Dr. Beattie said the waiver was assigned through SEAB and was standard university wavier so that 
if something happened to the kids, the parents can’t sue the university. 
 
Speaker Jackson said in the past, they have given general Wolf Pack logo’d shirts. 
 
Senator Flangas said Senator S. Smith already contacted the Wolf Shop about that to see if they 
had anything they could donate or if they could offer a lower cost. GSA is also going to subsidize 
the cost of it. She wanted to see if it was possible since the logo is being made. They will also bring 
the small t-shirts of the real Nevada t-shirts.  
 

f. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator Thummel 
Senator Thummel said the committee just had a meeting to recommend two pieces of legislation. 
There are two more that are going through next week to change clubs and orgs that Senator Mah 
is working on and the other is the one he is doing with Director Walberg to update the director’s 
duties. The committee is also working on other projects as well and he will have information next 
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week. Chief Justice Bruketta didn’t attend the meeting since something came up last minute so he 
will reschedule for next week. The committee did compile questions to ask next week. If no one 
can attend next week, he will meet in person to address the questions. Then they will go from 
there.  
 

g. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs –  Senator Becker 
Senator Becker said the committee had a meeting today. They recommended two pieces of 
legislation that will be heard two weeks from now. Director Walberg talked about the K-12 
outreach. The committee was expecting a presentation but Director Walberg was not prepared. 
The committee is pushing for it to be more organized. He volunteered to have bigger hand since 
they needed it to be as ready as possible so they had a good pilot year.  
 
Senator Flangas was wondering if there was day they will go over the procedures so they know 
what to do.  
 
Senator Becker recommended that today at the meeting. He thought of having shifts set with a 
date for a presentation. This way, senators know what they are getting into and what they will be 
doing. He was trying to do that about a week ahead of the first date.  
 

h. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Bussman 
Senator Bussman said he printed some stuff for what he had been doing with legacy binder. It will 
now be called the legacy box since they are in the digital age. The first sheet was a project proposal 
form to show senators some general questions to guide projects or efforts or to help plan events. 
The biggest issue affecting ASUN was the officer turnover rate since they change sessions every 
year meaning that ideas get sidetracked. There are ideas that someone might be passionate about 
at the beginning of the year but a new session means ideas get forgotten, like with democracy plaza 
or releasing faculty evaluations. Those are important but if there is no follow-up for the next 
session, it causes disparities. That was tragic. He looked at a solution to change that. He came up 
with clarity, guidance and accountably to help fix this. Clarity: new senators don’t knows what they 
are doing. The protemp works on the intern program to educate future ASUN leaders. He thought 
that if the Protemp is educating the future leaders coming into senate, it should be up to the 
Protemp to leave a manual to let the leaders know what has happened in the past and keep a 
record. That process has a crucial impact on the session. He was proposing that committee chairs 
meet with their committee members to fill out the project proposal form with context for the 
project. The chairs are conducting a job analysis and it should be done at Oversight with the 
projects summaries and job description. Then, they can change the SAS description if necessary 
and crowdsource feedback, so it was complete documentation for the next session for context. 
Also, on that point, when senators work on projects, like the luncheon or Reading Week, they 
should fill out project proposals that go through committees so they can get feedback. This will 
formalize the programming aspect that senate does but isn’t asked about. It would add value to it. 
Regarding the SAS, he didn’t know how the project proposal could be put in the SAS but did want 
to write a new duty so that they are responsible for the legacy box. For guidance, there was also 
the aspect of their experience of where to go from there. He wanted to have the speaker conduct 
focus groups like what they did at retreat since that was beneficial. But Dr. Beattie reminded them 
they can suspend Roberts Rules in open meetings. The speaker can designate one meeting to 
suspend the rules and have a brainstorming session of what are areas of improvement, what they 
needed to purse but didn’t, and craft a senate vison for the next session. This way, the session can 
have an efficient start and know what to do. That would change the SAS to write in a new duty. 
For accountability, this was expected but not formalized in many ways. If they look at budget and 
finance, the reviews were formalized. If it wasn’t, then it wouldn’t happen as often as it needed to, 
especially if they had to request the necessary documents. He wanted oversight to conduct periodic 
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director reviews. If they looked at the start of session, there was animosity between exec and senate 
since they asked the hard questions. When they had better relationships, they stopped asking hard 
question. It shouldn’t be that way where asking hard questions causes animosity. It should be 
formalized so that it was something they had to do. On that note, senators should all submit self-
reviews of the work they have done to Oversight, so the speaker can compare it with the goals 
they had at start. That would be about half way through the session to look at senators that have 
something to say but haven’t actually doing anything. That would require writing a new duty for 
Oversight committee.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that was awesome. 
 
Senator Becker said it was good to bring in the reviews to the table. The committee knew what 
they do but not everyone knows. That way they can have better input for all of it. 
 
Senator Bussman said they can have the chairs due presentations for the next session. 
 
Senator Becker asked if they can have senators bring in their self-evaluations and the legacy box 
to oversight.  
 
Senator Bussman part of process is for them to bring it to their committees and as committees 
look over it. Then, the tempore puts it into the legacy box. It would be a future thing for the 
tempore to do; he will do it now.  
 
Senator Flangas said the biggest thing was the reviews of directors. She loved it but wondered who 
would create the review template. She asked if it would fall on the speaker to make the template is 
done after the directors are approved by the senate based on goals. Or, she asked if it would follow 
the lines of the SAS. That job would be difficult and if it is not set up, it will fall through. Each 
director comes in with different things and they are not comparable, necessarily 
 
Senator Bussman said they don’t need templates since they can just compare directors’ goals to 
what they have done. If they don’t have anything to say about the goals, they need to have 
justifications to show they are doing something worth the money they get paid.  
 
Speaker Jackson said it won’t fall on the speaker. It would be about having a way to request the 
docs and info they need. 
 
Senator Flangas asked if they can create a presentation and do formal reviews as a committee or if 
it would just be read into the minutes. With the financial reviews, they are recommended.  
 
Speaker Jackson said it depends on the speaker. That would almost add to the intimidation and 
shaming that is part of the reports. She wanted it to be a cool opportunity to have conversations 
and create accountability without being aggressive.  
 
Senator Becker said in regard to keeping the chairs and senators accountable, he asked if it was 
just the chairs and the directors only. 
 
Senator Bussman said everyone submits self-review to oversight. The chairs just consolidate the 
projects gone through the committees. Once they are consolidated, it can be uploaded to the box.  
 
Senator Becker asked if the accountably was also being put into the SAS or if it was up to the 
individual or the tempore. 
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Senator Bussman wanted this to be all in the SAS but it was tricky. He asked if the SAS had a line 
for duties for Senators. 
 
Senator Becker asked if at the beginning of their term, all senators submit goals or if they put them 
into the evaluations packet. He felt some people might change their goals to line up with what they 
actually did. He asked if it was going to be an honors system or if the goals would be written down 
when they start the year.  
 
Senator Bussman hadn’t thought of that since at the start of the session, they put goals on the 
website. But it would be nice to have a formal process. 
 
Speaker Jackson said right now, that fell on the speaker. She was worried about institutionalizing 
it since it was up to the speaker but she thought the formal processes could be put in place and 
the speaker decides how they can get that information. 
 
Senator Flangas felt that they shouldn’t be held accountable for what they campaigned on since 
many people come into senate not knowing what they can do. It was hard to submit tangible goals. 
She loved the idea of accountability but sometimes you find out they don’t have the discretion 
necessary to complete certain things.  
 
Senator Bussman said that was part of the self-review. At that point, they would justify why they 
didn’t do something, or they can show the progress that has been made. 
 
Speaker Jackson said this was a learning and self-reflection experience rather than Oversight telling 
them they didn’t do something. 
 
Senator Becker said it would be awesome to have the tempore present the idea of self-reflection 
at the internship meetings. 
 
Speaker Jackson said they can do it at a meeting,  
 
Senator Martinez asked Senator Bussman if he can email the docs. 
 
Senator Bussman said the project proposal was on Nevada Box under Oversight. Going forward, 
he needs committees to get members to collect the info and the outlines of projects. He will meet 
individually with his committee members to get meaningful info and suggested the other chairs do 
the same. They can go from there.  
 
Speaker Jackson thanked Senator Bussman and asked he let them know if they need anything.  
 
Senator Bussman wanted to mention that he wanted to work with Senator Martinez on this. 
 
Senator Martinez was going to ask if they could meet after. 
 
Speaker Jackson said in her experience the internship was great in the fall but there weren’t many 
duties in the spring. It would be great to have duties after the fall. 
 
Senator Bussman said on that note, he asked if Speaker Jackson could set a senate meeting to 
brainstorm.  
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Speaker Jackson said she will. She loved it and thanked Senator Bussman for the work. It will be 
awesome for them and for future sessions.  
 

i. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Jackson 
Speaker wanted to thank them for attending ULA and the science fair. It made her tear up since 
the science fair was a cool event. Both Senator Lees did great work as well as Senator Flangas and 
the committee She hoped thy can continue it. Next week, she will meet with facilities to discuss 
democracy plaza since there had been some miscommunication. She will update them all after the 
meeting. She wanted to let them know she appreciated them and loved working at ASUN. It was 
great to be around people that are hardworking. There will be no Oversight meeting next week 
because she will be at NASPA and there wasn’t much on the agenda. She will go from there the 
week after.  
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. S.R. 85 – A Resolution to Censure Senator Se 
Senator Lee moved to recommend favorably S.Res. 85 – A Resolution to Censure Senator Se 
Senator Martinez seconded.  
 
Speaker Jackson said upon the passage of the resolution by the committee, they will hear the 
resolution at Senate. If approved by Senate, the resolution recommends a letter of apology is 
published in the Sagebrush. She asked if Senator Cook saw anything that was incorrect or if he 
wants to explain anything. 
 
Senator Se said a few of the tardies were because of class. University Affairs started when his 
classes ended and sometimes the professor went over. He usually let Senator Bussman know but 
didn’t one time. He also didn’t check the website for meetings. He missed academics because it 
was during time a time he had something come up with holidays and the times were changed. He 
didn’t think about it. Also, when he checked online his phone messed up, so he thought he saw 
nothing. A few of the tardies were because it took him longer to walk to senate than he thought it 
would. He also got points for office hours that were from the beginning of the session when he 
didn’t know when were due. .  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
Motion carried.  
 

b. S.R. 85 – A Resolution to Censure Senator Cook 
Senator Cook said there were some mistakes on his behalf of when officer hours were due or his 
alarm didn’t go off in time for academics meetings. This was not representation of who he is and 
will turn it around. He asked when the letter needs to be in. 
 
Speaker Jackson said there were no time constraints. 
 
Senator Se asked how they submit the letter. 
 
Speaker Jackson said she will CC them on an email that is sent to the editor, Madeline Purdue. 
They can email her.  
 

Senator Lee moved to recommend favorably S.R. 85 – A Resolution to Censure Senator Cook by 
unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
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7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

Speaker Jackson adjourned the meeting at 4:46 pm. 
 


