
Committee on Civic Engagement 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  

Minutes for Friday, February 9 th  at 12:00pm.  
Joe Crowley Student Union, President’s Conference Room 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Flangas called the committee of Civic Engagement to order at 12:06 p.m. in the President’s 
Conference room, 3 rd  floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary Zanae’ Jones. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Senator Billman, Senator Bussman, Senator Cook, Senator Flangas, Senator Kuykendall, Senator S. 
Smith,  and Senator J. Smith were present. ‘ 
 
Senator Cynthia Lee was absent excused. 
 
Senator Tool was absent unexcused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Speaker Jackson asked if Senator Flangas was allowing public comment during the discussion of the 
bill. 
 
Senator Flangas said yes.  

 
4. MINUTES 

There were no minutes to be approved at this time. 
 

 

Posted at the ASUN Offices in the Joe Crowley Student Union, Frandsen Humanities Building, 
the Ansari Business Building,  
Mathewson- IGT Knowledge Center, and online at  
www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Beaton at senatorflamgas@asun.unr.edu.  
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5. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Science Fair Update 

There was no update at this time.  
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. S.B.85 - An Act to Use Capital Funds to Fund the Construction of a Free Speech 

Structure in Democracy Plaza 
Senator Flangas sought a motion to favorably recommend, “An Act to Use Capital Funds to 
Fund the Construction of a Free Speech Structure in Democracy Plaza”. 
Senator Billman moved to favorably recommend An Act to Use Capital Funds to Fund the 
Construction of a Free Speech Structure in Democracy Plaza”. 
Motion carried. 
 
Senator Flangas said that the 83rd session named the grassy center the democracy plaza and 
that is a free speech zone. Many students do not know what that means and this structure 
would tie the Universities mission and student engagement. The mission is to create an 
environment to raise questions and give others a voice for specific issues. This platform 
would do exact that. Ir is where students can talk where students can talk and we listen to 
what they have to say. It would mirror a public forum at all times and a constant place where 
students can use platform to tlak. It also mirrors laws in 2020 that we want the university to 
hold people accountable and for them to do so on a regular basis. She said that this 
insulation would be a vicic engagement insulation. She said that is where that comes from 
and why she wants to create it. She said the cost was on their as well. She said this committee 
is looking at why we would want it. It is also going to budget and finance. Why is it 
important for our students and looking at specifically looking at page 2 lines 13 through 18 
we talk about how people can talk about anything they want to. Our association will pledge 
to listen to anyone on that platform and try to react as best as  we can. She said that it is not 
an empty promise; it is a promise of us pledging to what is said here. It is signaling to us to 
listen and signaling to the administration that they should be listening. She said she will 
move it to discussion and questions. It is also open to public comment.  
   
Senator Cook asked when would construction be completed. 
 
Senator Flangas said if you look the attachment. It said that once they got the approval it 
would be about a 90 day project and be executed during the summer and up during the fall.. 
 
Senator Billman asked if this would be open full time. 
 
Senator Flangas said yes it will be up the full time. She said that if there are certain parts that 
you would like to not have full time we can discuss it. However, a free speech zone is 
suppose to be up all the time.   
 
Speaker Jackson said to clarify it is not  a zone where free speech is suppose to occur. It is 
just a name to welcome and invite it and to have a platform so students to stand on it. It is 
just a designated space.  
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Senator Flangas said it is a platform to say that we will listen to what is said here. When 
students use this place we will listen.  
 
Senator Billman asked if their are thoughts of recording the free speech zone. 
 
Senator Flangas said that as of now that does not play a part however, when she envisions it 
social media plays a part.  
 
Senator Jackson said that it is in a central location so everyone can hear and see what is 
happening.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if anyone had any other questions.  
 
Senator Jackson said that she wants to address the financial argument. She said this is an 
argument should be a blended conversation and she thinks this committee has a specific 
expertise in civic engagement. She said when this goes in budget and finance everything that 
was discussed in this committee should be said there also. She asked Senator Flangas about 
the quote.  
 
Senator Flangas said the quote was budgets are moral documents meaning they reflect the 
morals of whoever is spending them. So when we appropriate certain funds we show that we 
have values in that. So we appropriate funds into a free speech zone we show that we value 
that.  
 
Senator Jackson said she wanted to pass out some flyers and this is not to discount other 
events ASUN had done in the past. She said she just wanted to show what other events we 
have spent money on through ASUN. For example $15,000 to a school for sponsorship, 
$30,000 Liver and Cox, $10,000 another speaker, etc. The rental space for some of these 
events were $35,000 dollars and diplo were alone $75,000 and the venue was $30,000. 
Creation of pack place was also high up there. Just compare this with a monument that will 
be there forever then a one time performance.  
 

President Teixeira entered the room at  12:14 pm. 
 

Senator Kuykendall said that pack place was not instructed in one bill and it had four bills. 
The first asked for $22,000 for the designs and remodel and that was requested for the 
blueprints. Then another bill asked for the actual expenditure to remodel. Then another bill 
was used for the payment for electricity and furniture. He said he wanted to point out that it 
is a lot more thought of then the structure that we have in mind. He thinks that it is a good 
idea however, he does not want to put a half ass model that has stick figures.  
 

Senator Cook left the room at 12:16 pm  
 
Speaker Jackson asked what part of the bill was unclear to him 
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Senator Kuykendall said the whole bill of itself. He said that first of all when  they are going 
for the dollar amount and their not an exact solcify bill. 
 
Senator Flangas said the quote is from a construction company.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that this is not from an outsider but, from the University and people 
who work to do this.  
 

Senator Cook entered the room at 12:17 pm . 
 
Senator Kuykendall said that not long ago that he wrote a bill to provide funds for a new 
campus escort vehicle and they had to do it to the damn penny. He thinks it is irresponsible 
to show the students these pictures on the agenda. He said that would you go to students to 
tell them that this is what we are spending $15,000 on.  

 
Speaker Jackson said I have and every week she had gotten feedback from the students. The 
students feedback said they are in favor it and it will take a little bit to establish that culture 
but, they like the idea. She said she has talked with people in time and time again and this is 
the closest they could get her.  
 
Senator Flangas said that it is a free quote and she said they could invest money to get 
another quote. However, they had invested $22,000 in a quote before and this bill is less than 
that. It is less than that and the good could outweigh the bad.   
 
Senator Kuykendall said the thing about quotes someone internally could give you quote 
however, they are not the construction company and it is not a quote from the company that 
they are going build this. The company we hire may have a higher quote. He said that he is 
not opposed to this and he thinks they should build this however, he thinks more time needs 
to go into it. He understands that their terms is going to a close but he thinks they need to 
put more time in building this bill and to be more transparent to the students. He said this is 
unacceptable.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that they had addressed that and this is the closest they could get at this 
time. 
 
Senator Cook asked how long would it be a better picture. 
 
Senator Flangas said they would have to write a bill to get the quote. Then put the quote into 
the bill and then pass that through budget and finance and then through senate. She said 
they are not giving them a free quote.  
 
Senator Cook said that everyday student is not going to be for these pictures. 
 
Senator Flangas said that they speak for the students and it is not going to an attributory 
thing and it is going to executive decision. President Teixeira is not going to through it out 
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there and be like oh okay. She said they can get updates so they had knowledge of what is 
going on.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said that again this goes back to wanting it specific. She said we  can’t 
throughout money and they get in a problem with construction. We will get stuck if the 
construction company says it is going to pay more half way through. He said it will be more 
resurraing once they have a better figure. He said he is not advocating for fancy pictures 
because it can look as terrible as it does in these pictures but needs an actual price tag. That 
way we can have construction company accountable.  
 
Senator Flangas said on the email it says it is a $7,000 range for granite, $1,000 for words and 
another $3,000 to $4,000 on foundation. Plus they have to pay for the ASUN logo and that it 
is a range. The microphone and speakers are also accounted for. She said this is not arbitrary 
numbers but, she does see his point.  
 
Speaker Jackson said her and President Teixeira have worked this down as much as they can. 
They first gave us a range of $15,000 to $30,000 quote and they were able to get it down to 
that much. 
 
President Teixeira said he does not want to compare it to an event that happens one time a 
year. He said that it will be their forever. The reason why he does not think they should get 
another quote is if they go to another construction company it may be a difficult 
conversation. The conversation should be with the Provus office. He said they have been 
pushing this and they should pay the rest of what we are putting out there. HE said that this 
is an amuature company. However they have not gone to a construction company yet. He 
said that that it will go up or down in price. He said the $15,000 is a first step in this process.  
 

Dr. Beattie walked in at 12:24 pm.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if President Teixeira would give him personal updates. 
 
President Teixeira said no he will not give personal updates because he is an ECON major 
but, they could give them written updates of what is going on because they do it for a living.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said that this may feel condescending  but just ignore that. He asked that 
they are comfortable with pushing a bill that was estimated $15,000 with people that are not 
designing this structure.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that their is a perception of getting this willy nilly quote. She said that 
their is a team of architects and construction workers that came together and brought quote 
to them.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said if this is push through and they went to the construction company 
and they raise the cost. Where do we stand when we already passed this bill and have to do 
it. He asked if they pay more or abandon the project. He thinks that they need to get any 
comment from a construction company so they are held at accountability. He said he 
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understands that there are people that think of quotes for a living but, the construction 
company may think otherwise.   
 
Speaker Jackson said that she appreciates him being critical but, they do work with 
trustworthy sources. 
 
Senator Flangas said you can speculate about the costs however, they had gotten information 
from experts.  
 
Senator Bossman asked if the speakers are standing on benches.  
 
Senator Flangas said yes the benches are eliminated and their will be a grand structure that 
are builded up that had significance.  

 
Senator Bussman said he could not gleam that from the picture and it seems loosely defined. 
He asked why is the structure toward the KC.  
 
Senator Flangas said that is the prerogative of the executive discretions.  
 
Senator Bussman said he gets what their saying aligning money with the values. He said he 
does not see it align it with our values. 
 
Senator Flangas said that is a question for yourself.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that this is an idea and a blueprint, if you would you guys have 
feedback then we can talk to the designers about it.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said that I agree completely. He said he wants to allocate another time 
with more collaboration. He said by pushing all the funds with one bill. 
 
Senator Flangas said Pack Place took around $200,000 to build. 
 
Senator Kuykendall said that it will not take too much. He said he wanted to pay for money 
to get a quote. He said it is half assed.  
 
President Teixeira said he likes what everyone had to say because everyone had to calm their 
demeanor. He said he brings up a good quote of the quote. He said he is going to the 
construction artist and they want them to do that before they pass the quote. He said right 
now they could change the bill to the expenditure to $20,000 to have a buffer.  
 
Speaker Jackson said this can’t all start happen until we pass this.   
 
President Teixeira said somewhere in the legislation on how to accomplish the project and 
this is the first step on how to finish this structure.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said that this is more tied to budget and finance.  
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Senator Flangas said they cannot spend federal money without going to budget and finance.  
 
Senator Kuykendall asked if anyone find an issue that they are paying for it and not the 
University.  
 
Senator Flangas said this bill is a project that merits the university. We are an association for 
the University for the University by the students. This bill is not about if the University to 
pay for it. It is if we should even do it at all.  
 
Senator Bussman said that if they pass a bill they highly doubt the University is going to give 
financial support. 
 
Senator Flangas asked why does that matter.  
 
Senator Bussman said something to consider. 
 
Senator Flangas said that is what the bill said and to pull weight on the University. 
 
Senator Bussman said functionally this is good for ASUN but ascentically the University 
should financially support this. It should not look like a resolution.  
 
Senator Flangas said I agree.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said all these cost for the materials for the studures and labor is the most 
expensive thing. He asked if that was factored in the price.  
 
President Teixeira said that if that was factored into the price of labor, “received an for the 
foundation work and lets say a range from 11,000 to 15,000.” He said that their is a sentence 
in there of once they received approval  of bit of design work. 
 
Speaker Jackson asked why did the University not pay for hydration stations and to put it 
into context. 
 
Senator Cook said that like President Teixeira why don’t they put an offer into the bill.  
 
Senator Flangas said he likes where their head is at and she thinks that budget and finance 
will rip them apart because the extra $5,000 has no place.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said the they should not be providing things for the students that the 
University should be paying for. He said it should not be unfair for the students to provide 
something that the University should be providing.  
 
Senator Flangas said this year the University had a lot of criticism for not hearing students 
and maybe the University should be paying for it however, does that merit enough to not 
create it. She said they can make sure that it is from ASUN.  
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Speaker Jackson would argue that everything they do is for the purpose for students to be 
powerful leaders and this is a perfect way to do it. This is the mission for what they are 
suppose to be doing.  
 
Senator Flangas said that they can amend the bill in budget and finance.  
 
Senator Flangas asked who has not spoken.  
 
Senator Tool said that the follow up that would go behind this and everything to have lasting 
message that people have said and the follow up is the best thing. 
 
Senator Flangas said that it is what they could write a resolution about regarding a follow up.  
 
Senator J. Smith said that regards that happened last fall and that ASUN is trying to give 
voices are and concerned with budget and diagrams of this. He said it was poorly thrown 
together and it needs more detail.  
 
Senator Flangas said I agree with him. He wanted to remind people of the capital funds.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said that in contrast to everything and students will look exactly what it 
is and that they are spending $15,000 on this.  
 
President Teixeira said the whole point is to simple pass the idea to move through with the 
project because they are spending capital funds they need to approve it in this committee. I 
don't think we do have dollar amount that speaks in behalf of the forward email “just want 
to let you know that we standing by after you approve this bill.” What I gathered he was 
giving a ball work number and you guys are spending on the project and much more 
beneficial and then spending $15,000. They will not go on a $3,000 range and they just need 
to pass today and encourage today to strike today on what they would want to spend money 
on.  
 
Speaker Jackson amending to create a resolution instead of a bill.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if anyone had done that before. 
 
Speaker Jackson said that it had been done that from bill to resolution.  
 
Dr. Beattie said that it can happen. 
 
Senator Kuykendall said stopping from going to budget and finance next week is because it 
is not organized. He asked if they can come back next week.   
 
Senator Flangas said nothing is ever has to happen.  
 
 



Committee on Civic Engagement Minutes 
Friday, February 9th, 2018 
Page 9 
 

Senator Kuykendall said putting a pile of shit together and literally creating something to not 
be agendized is irresponsible. He said he is going to vote no against it any day of the week.  
 
Senator Billman said they should change it to a resolution and that would be alot of 
amendments and maybe they should approve another day.  
 
Senator J. Smith said that was pretty much what I was going to say. 
 
Senator Flangas motion to table.  
President Kuykendall moved to table An Act to Use Capital Funds to Fund the 
Construction of a Free Speech Structure in Democracy Plaza. 
 
Senator Flangas moved to a vote. 
Senator Flangas said all those in favor An Act to Use Capital Funds to Fund the 
Construction of a Free Speech Structure in Democracy Plaza  
Motion Died.  

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator Flangas adjourned that meeting at 12:53 pm.  

 
 
 
 
 


