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Committee on University Affairs 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  

Minutes for Friday, February 2nd, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.  
President’s Conference Room, JCSU 3rd Floor 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Chair Bussman called the meeting of the Committee on University Affairs to order on Friday, 

February 2nd, at 2:00 pm in the President’s Conference Room on the third floor of the Joe Crowley 
Student Union. Presiding Secretary, Kaitie Christensen. 

 

ROLL CALL 
Chair Bussman and Senators Mah, Smith, and Se were present 
Senator Stopka was tardy excused 
Senator Paningbaton was absent 
A quorum was present 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time 
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3. MINUTES 
Chair Bussman asked if Senator Se looked into the differential fees 
 
Senator Se said it didn’t make sense to do that because technically PASS sessions help students 
learn but they aren’t paying just for the PASS session, they are paying for the tutoring center. 
The Tutoring Center uses those funds to pay for PASS sessions.  
 
Chair Bussman said that all students fund the tutoring center. The tutoring center funds certain 
courses to have PASS leaders. He wanted to know what the distribution was for students from 
different colleges and their participation in PASS sessions.  
 
Senator Se said he didn’t look into that but he would  
 
Chair Bussman sked if Senator Smith heard anything back from the provost about the 
resolution in support of releasing class evaluations.  
 
Senator Smith said that he said it was against their laws. He would need to reach out to faculty 
senate but they weren’t having a meeting for another week and a half. He mentioned that they 
agree that student evaluations must be kept confidential according to his legal counsel. It was 
per the NSHE code. If they wanted to make an amendment of the NSHE code they would 
need to go through faculty senate and board of regents.  
 
Chair Bussman asked if he mentioned anything about Rate my Professor and how that factors 
in 
 
Senator Smith said he did not, that would be something to bring up with faculty senate. He said 
per the NSHE institution, they use those evaluations when they consider professors for tenure 
and other promotions which is why they don’t release them to the student public. That is 
supposed to be confidential.  
 
Chair Bussman said it would be beneficial to have those be public because a lot of students base 
their opinion off of three reviews on rate my professor and he could see how that could be 
detrimental to a new professor who had one review from a student who gave a bad review. 
Students from that point wouldn’t want to take the class. 
 
Senator Smith said moving forward she would set up a meeting with at least one of the faculty 
senators and try to get ahold of someone from the Board of Regents. That was what Provost 
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Carmen said would be beneficial. Legally they would have to amend the entire NSHE code. 
They were talking about making faculty evaluations public.  
 
Dr. Beattie said a senator and an attorney general started this about three years ago. At one 
point he was going to get a petition signed and when he got so many signatures he could take it 
to the provost.  
 
Senator Smith said she reached out to the provost already. His response that the legal counsel 
said student evaluations must be kept confidential per NSHE code 5.6. That is what they use to 
give promotions and tenure.  
 
Dr. Beattie said it was one of three things. Professors get tenure based on their publications, 
community service, and student evaluations. 
 
Senator Smith said that the vice chancellor of legal affairs agreed that they need to be kept 
confidential, however, if they were to make a change to the NSHE code it could change things. 
They could potentially be able to make faculty evaluations available to the students but they 
would have to go through faculty senate and the board of regents.  
 
Senator Stopka entered the room at 2:08 pm 
 
Chair Bussman said if she wanted to reach out or go to a faculty senate meeting, he would be 
happy to help. Asked if Senator Stopka reached out to the elections chair about online 
participation in the debates.  
 
Senator Stopka said they did in an earlier meeting last semester. He brought up using Socratic or 
Socrates or Socrative to ask questions during debates. She was going to use that. For the live 
video, she had to research it more. She said she already had workshops schedules for 
candidates.  
 
Chair Bussman asked if there were any developments with the sexual assault data 
 
Senator Stopka said yes. He had the script in to the dorms, so as soon as they want to, they can 
use that in their next meetings. It was approved and ready to go. He had to reach out to Inkblot 
to get the last thing designed. As soon as they had that, he could send it to the gym to advertise 
on their TVs.  
 
Chair Busman said since Senator Paningbaton wasn’t there, he would update them on what he 
was working on. One of the administrators who would be on the conference call with Director 
Denny from Berkeley was going on leave, so they were going to have to time the conference 
call for after she gets back from leave. He sent out the Doodle Poll for that for the 
administrators and Director Denny. The administrator was asking him to go through the list of 
questions and update it. He would reconvene with them at some point to make sure that it all 
makes sense and that they were clear on the financial information. A lot of the information 
wasn’t available on the website and he understood why they wouldn’t want to publish that on 
the website. One of the duties of this committee was parking and transportation, and that was 
an issue that was becoming big with the shuttle system. In today’s committee on Oversight, they 
were going to have an in-depth discussion about what they wanted parking and transportation 
to bring to them in terms of data. The presentation they brought was confusing for him. 
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Hopefully once they get more information they can formulate a way to go forward. It would 
likely mean a resolution at the least, and their session could have some influence on that.  

 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion on previously introduced projects or pieces of legislation 
Each member of the committee will present on any updates they have for the projects or pieces 
of legislation they have worked on since the last meeting. 

 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discussion on Establishment or Removal of Liaison Positions 
The Committee on University Affairs will discuss whether any liaison position should be 
changed, removed, or if a new liaison position should be established. 

b. Committee Goals 
The Committee will set future goals for the Committee to work on throughout the year. 

c. Discussion on Future Projects and Legislation 
Chair Bussman asked if there were any new projects 

 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:11 pm.  
 

8. NOTES. 
Unless otherwise marked by an asterisk, all items are action items upon which the Senate may 
take action. ASUN supports providing equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. 
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons 
desiring to attend the meeting. Please call the Speaker of the ASUN at (775) 784-6589 in 
advance so that arrangements may be conveniently made. 

 


