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Committee on Oversight 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  

Minutes for Tuesday, November 21st at 7:30 p.m.  
President’s Conference Room, Third Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union  

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Speaker Jackson called the Committee on Oversight meeting to order at 7:30 pm in the President’s 
Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Jackson and Senators Becker, Bussman, Cam. Lee, Flangas, Martinez, and Thummel were 
present.  
 
Senator Kuykendall was absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

4. MINUTES 
a. The minutes from October 17th, 2017  
b. The minutes from October 24th, 2017  
c. The minutes from November 7th, 2017 

 
The minutes from October 17th, October 24th, and November 7th, 2017 were approved at the 
November 14th, 2017 Oversight meeting.   
 

d. The minutes from November 14th, 2017 
The minutes from November 14th, 2017 were unavailable at this time.  

 
5. REPORTS 

a. Secretary of the Senate – Andrea Godoy 
b. Speaker Pro Tempore – Senator Martinez 
c. Chair, Committee on Academics – Senator Cammie Lee 
d. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Kuykendall 
e. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Flangas 
f. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator Thummel 
g. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs –  Senator Becker 
h. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Bussman 
i. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Jackson 

 
There were no reports at this time. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Discussion on Reapportionment 
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Speaker Jackson said she had a couple of options for them to discuss for how they will do 
reapportionment an she wanted to explain a couple of issues. As they know, they are required 
by the SAS to do reapportionment every other year. That meant they got the enrollment 
numbers from institutional analysis and run it through a formula, the Huntington-Hill Method. 
It splits up how many seats each college gets. They got the data back but when they plugged it 
in, it turned into 11 colleges. This left them with a problem of things being too thin. Also, there 
was a disagreement from two university entities about how many colleges there are now; some 
say 11 others say 12 colleges. That makes it difficult since they needed to announce the number 
of representatives for each college by the first week of December. She wanted to hear their 
suggestions and she will share her plans. They are proposing asking for a stay from the justice to 
not reapportion into the 11 colleges in the next year because they hadn’t figured out how many 
college there are and the current number seats would spread out representation too thin for 
each college. One solution would be to keep the 9 colleges as they are now but reapportion with 
the new enrollment data. This would mean that College of Business would gain a senator and 
have 4 seats total and Interdisciplinary would lose a seat and have 1 senator. The proposal for 
this was because they cannot keep putting people into colleges they are not in. 
Reapportionment would happen next year if the stay was approved and they would have time 
this semester to put a question on the 2018 ballot to change the number of senators that they 
had currently so they can add two more. With 22 senators and the 11 colleges:  

CABNR: 2 senators 
College of Business: 3 senators 
College of Education: 1 senator 
School of Nursing: 1 senator  
Community Health Sciences: 3 senators 
College of Engineering: 3 senators 
Division of Health Sciences: 1 senator 
School of Journalism: 1 senator  
College of Liberal Arts: 4 senators 
College of Science: 2 senators  
Interdisciplinary Programs: 1 senator 

Speaker Jackson said they wanted to change the language to accommodate to changes so that Senate 
would have jurisdiction to add another seat. But this would require a constitutional change and those 
had to go through Senate, then the people, and then the Board of Regents.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if they thought about writing in a threshold for minimum representation per 
number of students. For example, CoLA had 3000 enrolled students with 4 senators, so each senator 
represented 1000 students. She asked if they could do that to make sure people get fair 
representation.  
 
Speaker Jackson said the problem with that is they only had so much room. The other thing is they 
used the Huntington-Hill formula because that is what the US government uses.  
 
Senator Flangas agreed but what she was saying is that even they expanded the number over time. 
She wondered if they wanted to write in a way to increase the number.  
 
Speaker Jackson asked if she meant a concrete way to expand the number of senators because they 
weren’t planning on capping it. It would be decided based on colleges, and that lead her to the 
second option. For the second solution, they will not cap the number. They don’t want to have a 
concrete number so that representation is decided based on the number of colleges. In this case, they 
would have 24 senators: 

CABNR: 2 senators  
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College of Business: 4 senators  
College of Education 1 senator 
School of Nursing 1 senator 
Community Health Sciences: 3 senators 
College of Engineering: 3 senators 
Division of Health Sciences: 1 senator 
School of Journalism: 1 senator  
College of Liberal Arts: 4 senators 
College of Science: 3 senators 
Interdisciplinary Programs: 1 senator  

Speaker Jackson said that the hope now was that the Chief Justice would grant the stay. Regardless of 
the approval, they are probably going to add the ballot question to allow the change of number of 
senators as the university grows.  
 
Senator Thummel asked if the goal for now was to keep the seats as they are now.  
 
Jackson said no. It wasn’t that new majors had been added, they were just categorized into different 
colleges. If the stay were approved the third option would be to combine the CHS, Nursing, and 
DHS senators and hold off on the colleges until they knew how many colleges there are. They would 
reapportion based on the academic colleges they have now but with the new enrollment numbers. 
 
Senator Thummel asked if there would be 3 DHS senators. 
 
Speaker Jackson said yes. 
 
Senator Thummel asked that meant they would not split DHS.  
 

Speaker Jackson said yes. This was the reasoning for why they needed to add more senators. Keeping 
the current number of senators, they have stretches them out too thin.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if this counted undecided students.  
 
Speaker Jackson tried to figure that out but tehri was no way to categorize them. Their meta majors 
are mixed sometimes so they couldn’t pin them down under one specific college. So for example, an 
undecided student can pick a couple of STEM based courses and theoretically belong to Engineering, 
Science, and DHS. They can’t put them in one category.  
 
Senator Cam. Lee asked if undecide students were still under Interdisciplinary.  
 
Speaker Jackson said yes. 
 
Senator Thummel said she had mentioned earlier getting conflicting reports on the number of 
colleges there are. He asked what college they were debating. 
 
Speaker Jackson said there was a program, speech pathology, that was part of DHS but it would be 
moving over and operating out of the medical school. When she spoke to the provost, that change 
had been talked about but not approved; the provost said that right now, speech pathology is in 
DHS. When she spoke to the Institutional Analysis Office, they said speech pathology had been 
moved to the medical school. She and Dr. Beattie have been emailing people and moving up the 
chain of command to get solid answers. That was also another reason to get a stay; there are 
disagreements on the colleges. The biggest thing too was that next week, she would work on 



Committee on Oversight Minutes 
Tuesday November 21st, 2017 
Page 4 

 
language with Dr. Beattie for the constitutional change for the ballot. Constitutional changes need to 
get approved by Legal.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if Nursing would only represent students that had been accepted into the 
school. 
 
Speaker Jackson said yes; that senator would only represent juniors and seniors. 
 
Senator Flangas asked where the additional money would come from to pay the new senators.  
 
Speaker Jackson said they hadn’t figured that out yet since they needed to figure out the enrollment 
numbers and the colleges first. But if they did get more senators, it wouldn’t be in effect until next 
year. Next year’s administration would need to find money when they are making the budget.  
 
Senator Thummel asked if Nursing would only have 200 students.  
 
Speaker Jackson said yes. 
 
Senator Thummel said with such a low number of students, what would happen if they had a 
chronically hard time filling that seat.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that was a big thing they were trying to figure out but they can’t do anything 
about that since the constitution required they represent each college. They can’t lump schools with 
other schools if they have their own deans and their own set of students. It might be rough but it 
made sense. it made sense. She has talked to someone that was interested in applying though so that 
was cool. She asked if they thought the stay was appropriate. 
 
The body said yes.  
 
Senator Flangas said it was important to try and ensure representation wasn’t lost. If there was a way 
to limit the number of students represented per 1 representative that would be great. She knew the 
method they used for reapportionment was necessary because they do need a cap at some point but 
it was also arguably not fair. She asked if there was a way to write in that if a college got to a certain 
point then they had something to fall back on. She didn’t want to take out a population and then cut 
them out. 
 
Speaker Jackson said that was the problem with Journalism and Education. Education had over 1000 
students, but Journalism had 500. Yet they both have the same representation. It will be the same 
with Even if education didn’t gain a seat, adding more seats was the best thing to do for everyone 
since there will be more people at the table. The thing that they can work on over next semester, if 
the stay is approved, is how to replace the method of representation. They may need to research 
better mechanisms. She will let them know once the number of colleges/schools is set.  
 
Senator Bussman asked when setting up the Association, they defaulted to using the same equation 
as the US or if there was research done to decide.  
 
Speaker Jackson didn’t know; the only explanation she was ever given was that the US use it.  
 
Senator Flangas said that formula was based on capping the House at 435. They don’t have cap 
necessarily and maybe they shouldn’t have a cap. Space does limit them and you do need to cut off at 
some point but it isn’t fair necessarily. This method still creates a degree of unfairness since Montana 
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had poor representation compared to Rhode Island in terms of per person representation. She didn’t 
want that here since they didn’t have a cap beyond funding. 
 
Speaker Jackson said they do need a cap because they only have so many seats in the room. They 
can’t buy or build a new capital building with buttons for voting; but that was her dream. They can 
think of ways to solve the issue. 
 
Senator Flangas said at Duke, they didn’t run on colleges but rather on issues. So, they had a 
representative for sustainability and three people could run for that position, addressing issues they 
are passionate within sustainability. They ended with a house based on issues and a senate based on 
colleges.  
 
Senator Bussman said that could potentially lead to having four political science majors.   
 
Senator Flangas asked how soon they needed to have the stay to not violate the constitution.  
 
Speaker Jackson said they needed the president to present reapportionment in the first week of 
December. She will write up a memo stating all the problems; she has had discussed this with Judicial 
already but not formally. She hoped to have answers by their next senate meeting.  
 
Senator Cam. Lee asked what method they used for reapportionment. 
 
Speaker Jackson said the Huntington-Hill method. 

 
Senator Cam. Lee asked how it worked.  
 
Speaker Jackson said they had an excel sheet that calculated it all but someone usually checks it by 
hand too.  
 
Senator Becker asked if DHS would still have 3 reps. 
 
Speaker Jackson said yes.  
 
Senator Becker asked if that would be fair.  
 
Speaker Jackson said it was today’s enrollment data with the same colleges. If nothing had happened 
with DHS splitting, it would be the same but with more accurate representation data. 
 
Senator Flangas said if they reapportioned next year, they could add an extra senator to any college if 
the enrollment data changed. 
 
Speaker Jackson said the last time they did this was two years ago. There were two science and 
education seats but after the data came out, one was subtracted from education and added to science.  
 
Senator Becker asked if those numbers were what came out of the equation, because they can’t 
“beat” an equation.  
 
Speaker Jackson said it was proportional but not always fair. It was fair in term of proportionality but 
not in numbers. She will get back to them ASAP after submitting the request to Judicial. She will also 
write up the questions over break and they will discuss them at the 12/6 senate meeting. 
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Senator Becker asked if they needed to do anything special besides show up for the Rotunda 
meeting.  
 
Speaker Jackson said no, just come.  
 
Senator Becker asked if they should dress up. 
 
Speaker Jackson said yes. She is working with Director Walberg to get a fakebook event and all that 
for marketing one. Also, she wanted to touch on addendums and legislation quickly. They should use 
addendums sparingly. Last meeting, there were questions about what was being changed. 
Addendums should be used for adding in sections in the SAS but not edits. If they are only making 
changes, each whereas clause should outline a reason for each change and they can just list the 
changes in the be it resolved clauses saying they are taking this out and replacing it with something 
else. It was nice to have people explaining changes, but someone should be able to pick the 
legislation and understand what is being changed and why.  
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:57 pm.  


