
 
Posted at the ASUN Offices in the Joe Crowley Student Union, Frandsen 
Humanities Building, the Ansari Business Building,  
Mathewson- IGT Knowledge Center, and online at  
www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Speaker Jackson at speaker@asun.unr.edu.  

 

Committee on Oversight 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  
Minutes for Tuesday, October 10th at 7:30 p.m.  

Room #405, Fourth Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union  
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Speaker Jackson called the Committee on Oversight meeting at 7:36 pm in Room 405, 4th floor of the Joe 
Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Jackson and Senators Becker, Bussman, Cam. Lee, Flangas, Martinez, and Thummel were 
present.  
 
Senator Kuykendall absent unexcused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

4. MINUTES 
a. The minutes from September 26th, 2017  

Senator Cam. Lee moved to approve the minutes from September 26th, 2017.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

b. The minutes from October 3rd, 2017 
The minutes from October 3rd, 2017 were unavailable.   

 
5. REPORTS 

a. Secretary of the Senate – Andrea Godoy 
Secretary Godoy had no report.  
 

b. Speaker Pro Tempore – Senator Martinez 
Senator Martinez said the interns are being interviewed. They will have the speed dating event on 
25th of October; interns will be confirmed on the 18th and their bios will go up on the website. 
She will send out the itinerary this weekend but still needed to confirm some speakers. She was 
excited; he had much in store for the interns and senators. It will be amazing. 
 
Senator Becker said she mentioned the interns will be confirmed on 18th and the speed-dating 
event will be on 25th. He asked if they need to reach out and introduce themselves before then 
should they hang tight.  
 
Senator Martinez they could introduce themselves if they wanted to but they don’t have to.  
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Speaker Jackson asked if they were allowed to go to the intern meetings. 
 
Senator Martinez yes. 
 
Senator Flangas said they talked about expectations for senators. She asked if he will present on 
the expectations.  
 
Senator Martinez said they will be sent out. He was working on a presentation to give during 
public comment. He will also print them out and give it to them. It will discuss things like 
guidelines, requirements for meetings, and engaging with them. They were most excited about 
working with senators so that is why he was doing this.   
 

c. Chair, Committee on Academics – Senator Cammie Lee 
Senator Ca. Lee said: Last week we had a meeting and I assigned all my committee members to 
reach out to 2 organizations in their assigned collation. I have created a PowerPoint to outline 
the information on the Nevada Undergraduate Research Award such as who can apply, how to 
apply, and where to find more information. Therefore, my committee members can have 
accurate information to relay to the organizations they are reaching out to. Some committee 
members have said to me that the organizations they reached out to have not replied back, I 
suggested that they should email other clubs in their assigned coalition and ask for permission to 
speak during their meeting. I know that there are only so many of us committee members that 
can speak to these organizations, however I feel like it is so important to reach out to clubs this 
way because it makes it more personable than simply getting an email in their inbox, and 
hopefully this will increase the number of diverse applicants for this award. Also, James and Dr. 
Mensing have reached out to me yesterday about the thirteen-new community based research 
awards, the same ones that president Teixeira went over in his report. I have put in a work order 
this morning to InkBlot to advertise these 2 grant opportunities. Hopefully over social media, 
posters around campus, and have Jared send them out to the club listserv. 
 
Speaker Jackson said they just went to the GSA meeting and they were interested in the science 
fair. They can reach out to academic faculty which was good since GSA had stronger 
connections to the faculty than them.  
 
Senator Becker asked if Senator Ca. Lee was having problems holding senators accountable.  
 
Senator Ca. Lee said yes. 
 
Senator Becker said they can do things with inkblot but she should be holding them accountable 
to reaching out to their assigned coalitions.  
 
Senator Ca. Lee said she didn’t want to delay the emails so she will do them herself but, during 
the meetings she will task them with reaching out to inkblot.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Kuykendall 
Senator Thummel said they had financial reviews for: CSE, the exec board, Leg. Affairs, and 
Clubs and Orgs. They had presentations for the reviews. The other big thing was that he 
presented a template for the financial reviews. That was something that Senator Kuykendall 
recommend. It can be presented to Senate so they can all understand it and it can be streamlined. 
 
Senator Flangas said it wasn’t formal; it just explained what went on and what major questions 
were asked. That way people have a better understanding of the reviews.  
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e. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Flangas 

Senator Flangas said: We are having a meeting this week at 1:30pm - so that Dereck, Austin and 
I have meetings on the same Friday.  We are starting work on the Science Fair — Basically, this 
is going to be an opportunity to get Science and Engineering Majors Civically engaged. So, this 
week we are going to assign the clubs and organizations that my members are going to reach out 
to and see if they are interested. We also will be looking to book a room in the joe and ensure we 
get the food paid for — whether that be through funding in club support or through our own 
account. We will be setting a date in the next week or two! I look forward to giving more 
updates. The resolution to remember and honor the victims is being drafted. And the process of 
writing has expanded to many people on this committee and I’m really grateful — it will be 
displayed with a Nevada flag somewhere on campus and I think that is really special and 
important. Additionally, per Senator Bussman’s idea - we are looking into trying to see if we can 
get admissions and records to give early registration to students who complete the 100 hour 
challenge. This will require infrastructure and a commitment for the Center for Student 
Engagement - but I am really excited to see if this is a tradition we can leave behind.  
Finally, K-12 outreach with Brandon Walberg is happening. We will be combining efforts with 
Speaker Jackson - doing both voter registration and ‘Why you should join ASUN/What do we 
do?’. But I’m sure she’ll expand on that. But it’s coming — we as Senate and as ASUN are going 
to be civically engaged and I love it.  Thanks guys!!  
 

f. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator Thummel 
Senator Thummel said they are meeting Friday. Unfortunately, most of the member didn’t have 
any legislation since there was nothing to update. He will refocus the committee and shift their 
focuses. He was looking for things for future legislation. If they had ideas, send them to him; he 
wanted to assign things for their next meeting. 
 
Senator Becker noticed that the SAS said the chief justice was supposed to swear in the 
appointees but Speaker Jackson had been doing it.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that the chief justice swears in the VP and president only. The speaker does 
it for everyone else. It was a little confusing. It was something that hadn’t happen recently but it 
was good to keep an eye out for things like that. She told Senator Thummel that the google doc 
she sent him had a bunch of little things that could be given out for changes; just get them done 
and give them a due date. It wasn’t the most glamourous thing but it needed to get done.    
 

g. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs –  Senator Becker 
Senator Becker said they were focusing on the veterans’ luncheon. Everything was pretty much 
squared away. They had an estimate for $850 and they will have 20 cheese pizzas, 20 peperoni 
pizzas, salads, deserts, and soda. He will write the budget proposal for the next meeting two 
Mondays from this week. They got the flag retirement right before the luncheon so it should 
attract a lot of attendance to the luncheon. He expected a good turnout.  
 
Senator Thummel asked if he needed help setting up the event.  
 
Senator Becker said no but if they wanted to come, he advised they come in their polos and talk 
to veterans.  
 
Speaker Jackson said interns can come too. She knew they were focusing all their efforts on this 
luncheon but asked if anyone had brought in ideas about legislation.  
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Senator Becker said not yet but he introduced the first piece legislation last meeting. The 
committee didn’t think it was the best idea since it was a little one sided. He asked if that was 
something that could be put in the SAS for off years.  
 
Speaker Jackson suggested they reach out to Director Shultz or set up a meeting. She asked if 
there had been someone from Leg. Affairs attend their meetings.  
 
Senator Becker said not lately because there wasn’t anyone from their department that could 
make their 10 am meeting time but Director Shultz was in touch with him.  
 
Speaker Jackson said a lot of what they do is analyze policy so they can make a list of things to 
bring up.  
 
Senator Becker asked him about the Make Your Mark event to see if anything came from it but 
nothing did. He was thinking of having a sit-down meeting with Director Shultz.  
 
Speaker Jackson said when he approaches Director Shultz ask if they can make a list of issues to 
talk about and write legislation for.  
 

h. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Bussman 
Senator Bussman said he had been absent lately because two weeks ago he had asthma attack 
that put him on a lung steroid. He has had good and bad days but last night he was put on a 
more aggressive prescription. He hadn’t had a lot of energy lately so he didn’t have much to 
report.  
 
Speaker Jackson asked he let them know what they can do to support him.  
 

i. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Jackson 
Speaker Jackson said for CLDE updates, she will get to be an intern at their next conference. She 
wanted their ideas to get students more involved; if a bunch of them sat in a room, she asked 
them what would they want to learn or hear.  
 
Senator Becker asked if the acronym she mentioned stood for the conference she attended with 
Senator Martinez.  
 
Speaker Jackson said yes; it stood for Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement. She hoped 
they had a bigger delegation this next year since it will be closer to home in Anaheim. She went 
to Las Vegas last Thursday. It was sad but also very cool. She was originally going for the 
Governor’s Points of Lights Ceremony which highlights volunteerism in the state. They had 
different categories: Northern Nevada, Statewide, Individual, For Profit Organization, Nonprofit 
Organization, etc. they are going to suggest doing a youth category for high school students and 
college students. The vision for it was that they had the Silver Paw Award and those nominees 
can be nominated for the higher up award and maybe national awards too. She also attended the 
Public Education Foundation, which she loved. She talked about k-12 outreach too because, 
even though they did most of their work in Southern Nevada, they had good contacts in Washoe 
County. They knew the places in need so she hoped to partner with them. She also brought the 
banner over to the Education Foundation since they are talking to the different schools about 
the shooting and providing counseling. They will be taking the banner to all the different schools 
down there. Now that there was an established memorial, the banner will be put there. She was 
glad they got to do that and students had the chance to write their messages. She also went to 
UNLV and talked to their coordinator for civic engagement and volunteer-related things. One fo 
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the big things they were focusing on was an alternative break where students not traveling fro 
spring break or other holidays can do service learning courses for a week. They did really cool 
things that would get them all fired up if they knew. They also had 2-day courses along with the 
weeklong courses. She thought it would be really cool if they partnered up with them. There was 
a lot of funding for that. They are just starting up their GivePulse thing so they gave them 
pointers on it and helped them out. They also had the idea of finding different ways to 
encourage people to do volunteerism. It was great to brainstorm ideas about all that. She had 
been working on Elect Her but since Chief of Staff Bradley talked about that in her reports, she 
own take up to too much time. It was a gender inclusive event so if they knew of anyone that 
wanted to apply, let them know. They will hand out pamphlets and do a social media push once 
inkblot finishes the designs. For ADA accessibility and agendas, she thought the association 
needed to be better about posting the ADA compliant agendas. She wanted to meet with Senator 
Thummel after meeting with the DRC. She wanted to see if they can put something in the senate 
rules or in the attorney general’s job description to say that all agendas must be ADA compliant 
and if they aren’t, the meetings are considered misagendized. Hopefully, the DRC will come to 
Senate to talk about why it’s important. Senator Smith was doing some awesome things for 
Counseling Services so she will be helping her out with that. She went to exec and told them 
some of the things you guys were doing and they were all very impressed. She also had an idea 
and wanted to hear what they thought. She wanted to do monthly senate workshops that were 
outside the formal meeting setting to do refresher lessons on legislation and things like that, 
especially since they now had a better hang of senate. She also wanted to do facilitator and ally 
trainings during these times.  
  
Senator Ca. Lee thought it was very important, especially for those that didn’t attend retreat. She 
also remembered that during retreat, they were told Green Dot would be coming to train them 
and she was wondering what happened to that.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that can be extended to all ASUN officers and interns.  
 
Senator Flangas said Senator Kuykendall suggested having a minimum requirement for service 
hours that ASUN officials had to complete. She didn’t think it was too much to ask; asking 
someone to complete two hours a semester wasn’t that much.  
 
Speaker Jackson said that it had been talked about before but no one took action. 
 
Senator Flangas asked if that was allowed. 
 
Speaker Jackson said they should talk about it. She thought about how many high school 
governments made their students do it. Also, if this was something they are pushing, they should 
lead by example. It shoudl be a bigger discussion they discuss in her committee meetings  
 
Senator Becker said they could do a huge ASUN-wide community service event. It could be a 
group volunteer event with a big project to rebuild a playground or something. He did that in 
high school and it was cool.  
 
Speaker Jackson asked what they thought would be better if they did it on a weekend or after 
Senate. Many of them are tired after Senate so she asked if a weekend was better.  
 
Senator Ca. Lee said it depends on how long. If it was over an hour after senate then people 
might feel burned out. Also, if it was on a weekday, people might have other obligations. She 
thought that if it was going to be a longer training, ti should be on the weekend.   
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Senator Thummel asked if she meant an event they organized and attended or one that they 
found on GivePulse and they attend.  
 
Speaker Jackson wanted to go through them first but she was thinking they plan it together. 
When she was an intern, they planned a community service project to collect food and she 
thought everyone should be involved in that process. It didn’t have to be crazy so long as there 
was a consensus.  
 
Senator Flangas said that in talking to Dennis Green, his vision for Reading Week was that 
ASUN officials went out and read to the kids and donate them. The actual application became 
interesting. He really wanted it to be a lot of ASUN people but wasn’t implemented that way. It 
can be like that if they integrate more ASUN officials into Reading Week. They can also do the 
science fair right before or after Reading Week. That way they can make Reading week bigger.  
 
Speaker Jackson said a hard thing for that last year was the time commitment prevented many 
people from being able to attend. She asked if they liked that refresher idea.  
 
The body said yes.  
 
Speaker Jackson asked if they had more topic ideas for what they needed refreshers.  
 
Senator Flangas said asking senators what they did for outreach hours. She found herself asking 
what she was going to do that week for outreach hours. She wanted to know what ideas they had 
so they can brainstorm better outreach ideas.   
 
Speaker Jackson wanted to talk about that more.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if Elect Her was something they applied for or volunteered for. She never 
got clear answer from either Speaker Jackson’s report or Chief of Staff Bradley’s report. 
 
Speaker Jackson will ask. She thought there will be a section for them to present so in that case 
they would be a part of program but she will double check.  

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Outreach Brainstorm – The Committee will brainstorm outreach tactics for the senate to 
use for the rest of the session. 
Speaker Jackson liked the idea of talking about what they do for outreach. That can be a monthly 
thing to get to get together to brainstorm it. Her vision was that they had a budget and they 
should allocate the budget to evenly split it throughout the colleges and each college is 
responsible for using the money for outreach. If they were to do a focus group or tabling, that 
would be covered. That was an idea but she felt it was important they make sure all senators are 
trained in ally trainings and in dialogue facilitation.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if they would separate money based on proportional representation or if 
each college gets x amount of money. 
 
Speaker Jackson was thinking they each get a certain amount of money. 
 
Senator Thummel asked where it would come from.  
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Speaker Jackson said it would come from the senate account. They have an operating account 
but they don’t usually use the whole thing.  
 
Senator Thummel wanted to make sure they didn’t take money away from events.  
 
Speaker Jackson said money for those events was already allocated separately.  
 
Senator Martinez said Secretary Godoy brought it up to him that they needed to decide what 
they wanted to do with WTF Nevada. It was still in their SAS technically but they weren’t doing 
anything. She suggested that maybe the interns manage the program.  
 
Senator Flangas said going back to her idea with the money, many of them were thinking of how 
to outreach and trying to find the best way. They were supposed to zero out their funds. That 
would encourage some senators to outreach more.  
 
Speaker Jackson said the other thing she had been doing was setting up coffee dates with 
random people every week. She asked them what they thought about campus events and what 
suggestions they had or things they wanted to change.   
 
Senator Ca. Lee asked who these people were. 
 
Speaker Jackson said she asked people that she saw online as being vocal or club leaders. She 
thought they needed to think bigger about what they did.  
 
Senator Flangas said one thing she did was do Green Dot trainings for her college specifically so 
she will be going to the Poly Sci 100 classes to let them know when and what it was.   
 
Speaker Jackson wondered too they can partner up with clubs if the money was re-allocated. She 
asked they keep thinking about it. Now that they weren’t really using WTF Nevada, they needed 
to revamp it and talk about it to see if it was effective. when it was active during her internship 
and time as senator last year, it was mostly maintenance requests. They do need to figure out a 
formal outreach program.  
 

b. Censure Overview – The Committee will clarify all questions related to censures and 
Committee duties 
Speaker Jackson asked if they had questions on what a censure was or the process. 
 
Senator Flangas wanted an overview. 
 
Speaker Jackson said as a senator, once you reach 5 points, you are eligible. She gives them a 
formal, written notice that tells them of the meeting location and why they are eligible and they 
will be discussing their alleged misconduct, character, and that kind of thing. When people come 
up as approvals, they sign a waiver saying they don’t want the written notice for the meetings. 
The actual censure was a punishment but they were not being removed from office; they just 
write a letter of apology that is published in the Sagebrush. If that person accumulates more 
points, then there might be other consequences like removal from office without being able to 
serve again, plain removal from office, or a censure.  If they vote to censure a person, they are 
really voting to have that person write the apology letter.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if there was a point at which they can remove a person from office. . 
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Speaker Jackson said that was only through impeachment; censure was like a slap on the wrist.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if they could post slap on the wrist.  
 
Secretary Godoy said they also had to go through the attorney general. At the accumulation of 
the first 5 points, you can tell the attorney general and have them take over then but usually you 
wait until the second accumulation of 5 points. Most people usually resign before reaching 
censure or if they are eligible for censure.  
 
Senator Martinez asked if they read letter before it is published.  
 
Speaker Jackson said no. also, they only recommend a letter be published but there is no way to 
enforce it.  
 
Senator Godoy believed the legislation that was for censure included the recommendation of the 
letter.  
 
Speaker Jackson added that before a person can be censured, it must go through oversight and 
then senate. How it should happen is that they come in and explain why they have the points. In 
the past, people usually explain that they forgot to write their hours and this won’t happen again 
but the body still votes to censure because a formal apology should be written too.  
 
Senator Ca. Lee asked if a censure meant writing an apology letter. 
 
Speaker Jackson said it was a public statement.  
 

Senator Martinez left the room at 8:14 pm  
 
Senator Ca. Lee said it sounded a lot worse than it really was. 
 
Senator Thummel asked if a senator that accumulated 5 points was automatically censured or fi 
they needed to vote on it first.  
 
Speaker Jackson said they vote on it first.   
 
Secretary Godoy said it also depends on why a person accumulated points. Sometimes things 
happen a person is absent excused but they get marked as absent unexcused. If they can prove 
this then the points are removed and they are automatically ineligible for censure. That is why 
they come before oversight first.   
 
Speaker Jackson said this was an opportunity to argue against points and have things changed 
provided they have evidence. They were given the notice that hey had to be here. If they don’t 
show up, they can still discuss the censure because they had the notice given. If someone is not 
there, they usually send in a letter.  

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

Speaker Jackson adjourned the meeting at 8:16 pm.  


