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Committee on Oversight 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  
Minutes for Tuesday, October 31st at 7:30 p.m.  

Room #405, Fourth Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union  
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Martinez called the Committee on Oversight meeting to order at 7:32 pm in Room 405, Fourth 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretaries, Andrea Godoy. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Senators Becker, Cam. Lee, Kuykendall, Martinez, and Thummel were present.  
 
Senator Bussman was tardy excused.  
 
Senator Flangas and Speaker Jackson were absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
  

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

4. MINUTES 
a. The minutes from October 17th, 2017  
b. The minutes from October 24th, 2017 

 
The minutes were unavailable at this time.   

 
5. REPORTS 

a. Secretary of the Senate – Andrea Godoy 
Secretary Godoy had no report at this time.  
  

b. Speaker Pro Tempore – Senator Martinez 
Senator Martinez said: I have been working with the interns and encouraging them to meet with 
their senator mentors since they have just been assigned! They should also be starting their one 
on ones with their senators and tomorrow we will be having Ryan Becker talk about the 
veterans’ breakfast, and Austin Thummel gives a presentation on Bills vs. Resolutions. Also, this 
is the first meeting one of the interns will be leading! Furthermore, I have been talking to a lot of 
the interns and what they are still looking for in the program. The primary concern brought up is 
campaign information. I may be incorporating and working with Courtney Kinsella to come in 
and talk about the elections process to accommodate this! Other than that, I have been working 
with Austin Thummel on a lot of Legislation and Answering every question of the Interns! 
Finally, please encourage other senators to collaborate and work with their interns and assign 
them projects! They are eager to work and learn! 
 



Committee on Oversight Minutes 
Tuesday October 24th, 2017 
Page 2 

 
Senator Cam. Lee said her intern emailed her wanting to meet up before November, but 
October was basically over. She asked when is the deadline is for the first meeting. 
 
Senator Martinez encouraged them to meet in October but because he had trouble matching 
them it took longer to pair them up. He encouraged them to meet by next Wednesday since that 
was going to be their first intern meeting. He will tell the interns the same things since he knew 
some of them will panic since they didn’t meet in October. 

 
Senator Bussman entered the room at 7:34 pm. 

 
Senator Becker said the main requirements were meeting 4 times a month and a including interns 
on a project. He asked if there was a due date for the project.   
 
Senator Martinez said December 13th, when their internship ends but he will be having interns 
present to himself and to Speaker Jackson throughout. Their final project will help the interns 
with their campaign process in the spring. He encouraged them to have the interns present to 
their committees as well.  
 
Senator Thummel said that say at some point legislation were to come his way. He asked if 
including the intern on that counted as a project or if the project had to be something different.  
 
Senator Martinez said he encouraged them to have the interns write legislation as opposed to just 
sticking the interns’ names but yes, it can count. 
 
Senator Bussman asked if the interns could work on anything even if it wasn’t the intern’s 
project. 
 
Senator Martinez said yes as long as it had to do with the association.  
 

c. Chair, Committee on Academics – Senator Cammie Lee 
Senator Cam. Lee said: My committee will be having a meeting this Friday because of Veterans 
Day weekend the following week. For our meeting this week, we were supposed to discuss our 
conversation senator Becker, Cyn. Lee and I had with USAC about implementing a volunteer 
abroad chapter here at UNR. Unfortunately, we cannot partner with USAC because volunteer 
abroad does not have an academic component to it. Such as receiving credit for a class, therefore 
we have to think of another avenue if we would like to implement this. Scott Mensing is 
supposed to come to senate meeting to recruit some senators for the reviewing process for the 
Nevada Undergraduate Research Award. Just to recap, the NURA is an undergraduate award 
that funds up to $1500 for undergraduate creative ideas or research projects. Ideally, he would 
like 1 senator from the Arts, 1 Senator for Humanities, and 4 from STEM. Please volunteer 
because it means a lot to our constituents as they put in a lot of work applying for this award. 
 
Senator Becker asked if DHS counted as STEM.  
 
Senator Cam. Lee said Dr. Mensing didn’t specify; he just wants senators, so it can be any 
senators that was just what was ideal. If anyone volunteers she will bring them cookies.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Kuykendall 
Senator Kuykendall said the committee had a meeting today where they did financial reviews for 
ASUN Sound and Lights, Inkblot, Legal Services, and Diversity and Inclusion. All of those will 
be condensed into a financial review summary that will be sent over the listserv. They alos 
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referred two pieces of legislation that the wrote. One of which was to include the director of 
sustainability in the budget because the poison is not in the budget currently. The other was to 
reallocate the SNIF program in the budget. For the next meeting, they will do reviews for Blue 
crew, Wolf Pack Radio, and Brushfire. There were little things they were doing on the side but 
he wanted to have more information before telling them anything.  
 

e. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Flangas 
Senator Martinez read the report into the record: “I wish I was there dressed up. But I am 
instead dying of illness in my bed. I have high hopes of being at senate tomorrow, but we will 
see. So civic engagement will not be having a meeting this week. We will have one next week and 
Senator Billman will be presenting legislation - the first our committee has seen. We are still 
working on the science fair and may be working in a community involvement link - with Sierra 
Nevada journeys and other organizations. Hope to give you more updates as they come. Senator 
Kuykendall can update you more about the hour requirement - but one of the biggest changes 
we will be making to the SAS is requiring the chair of civic engagement to offer 3 service 
opportunities to the senate a semester. Happy Halloween.!” 
 
Senator Martinez asked if Senator Kuykendall could elaborate on the report.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said in terms of the hour requirement for civic engagement, he was still 
unsure of what they want to do and the time frame for it. What was going to happen was that he 
and Senator Thummel will meet with Associate Director Partridge to see his thoughts on all of 
this. Associate Director Partridge was in charge of Givepulse for ASUN. From there, they will 
try to write legislation to knock out all of the things at once: establish how to record the service 
hours, how many points will be given, how they will increase the amount of points before 
censure, and how the chair of civic engagement has to put on three different events. He and 
Senator Thummel will write one, big bill since it had to be done all at once but it will take a while 
so he had no guarantees as to when it will be done.  
 

f. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator Thummel 
Senator Thummel said on top of that, his committee will meet this week 2 to review two pieces 
of legislation. One was for the assistant director of campus and public relations to cut it out in 
the SAS. This legislation went through committee last session but didn’t go through Senate. He 
also met with Senator Martinez and Chief of Staff Bradley about updating the chief of staff in 
the SAS. In the SAS, the position was called Chief Presidential Aid, but it was the same thing. 
They also updated some things and cut out others. Currently, the SAS mentions the Chief of 
Staff oversees the iLEAD mentorship program, but he was also working on cutting it out of the 
SAS. This was because it happened over the summer so there really was no one here to see it 
implemented. He is also working with Senator Martinez about potentially cutting out the two 
assistant directors under the Elections Chair. That is something that will be revisited later. He 
and speaker Jackson met with Mary Hyde from the Disability Resource Center to discuss ADA 
Accessibly for their agendas. He was working on a resolution to encourage anyone that posts 
agendas to take a 1-hour class the university offered. It would teach them about accessibility for 
agendas and things like that. He will have more on that later. The goal for next session was to 
have that class being mandatory written into the SAS.  
 
Senator Becker said Senator Thummel talked about the assistant director for campus PR. He 
believed that position was in the budget too.  
 
Senator Thummel said he will check that.  
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Senator Kuykendall said he will pull up the budget. There were some things in the budget that 
were left as blank because it was known that those items would potentially not be paid.  
 
Senator Martinez asked Senator Thummel asked if that was the position under Brandon 
Walberg. 
 
Senator Thummel said yes. 
 
Senator Kuykendall said Senator Becker was correct. They would need legislation to remove it 
from the budget. 
 
Senator Becker asked if the Deputy Chief of Staff was still on the budget.  
 
Senator Kuykendall said in the bill they just passed last meeting, the Deputy Chief of Staff had a 
line item but the Director of Sustainability didn’t so they just needed to switch that out for the 
Director of Sustainability. 
 
Senator Thummel said he can write that legislation for the budget. He thanked Senator Becker 
for catching that.  
 

g. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs –  Senator Becker 
Senator Becker said: The Veteran's Luncheon is well underway, I am presenting the committee's 
event in front of SEAB tomorrow. I will also be speaking to the interns at the interns meeting 
about tabling for the signing of the "Thank you to Our Veteran's" banner. For both the 
Veteran's Luncheon and the tabling in the Hilliard Plaza I have done an SEAB form. I meet with 
my intern and have him in the loop and having him make a detailed plan for next year's Veteran's 
Luncheon, as well as the events pro's and con's. Meeting on 11/2 at 5:30 p.m. to pass the budget 
proposal. Since the meeting is barely making quorum, and it is an emergency meeting I will have 
Dir. Schultz and Dir. Walberg come to my next meeting to talk about legislation and K-12 
Outreach. 
 
Senator Martinez congratulated Senator Becker for doing a great job in getting his intern 
involved.  
 

h. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Bussman 
Senator Bussman said he is meeting with Director Dubey before Senate tomorrow to talk about 
the textbook data. He still needed to work on the elections code with Senator Flangas. He had 
the changes but just needed to write them out now. He made a cool PowerPoint for his outreach 
program that he will present at ‘senate tomorrow.  
 

i. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Jackson 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business at this time.  
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator Martinez adjourned the meeting at 7:49 pm. 
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