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Committee on Government Operations 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  

Minutes for Friday, September 15, 2017 at 3:00 p.m.  
Joe Crowley Student Union Presidents Conference Room 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Thummel called the meeting to order at 3:01 PM on Friday, September 15th, 2017 in the 
Presidents Conference Room on the third floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union.  

2. ROLL CALL 
Senators Billman, Compton, Mah, Smith, Stopka, Sullivan and Thummel were present. 
Senators Flangas,  and Mall were absent excused. 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

4. MINUTES 
a. The Committee will discuss the minutes of September 8, 2017 and may choose to amend or 

edit the minutes. Upon consideration of the discussion, the Senate may choose to approve 
the minutes. 
Senator Stopka moved to approve the minutes of September 8th, 2017. 
Senator Billman seconded the motion. 
The motion passed. 
 

b. The Committee will discuss the minutes of April 28, 2017 and may choose to amend or edit 
the minutes. Upon consideration of the discussion, the Senate may choose to approve the 
minutes 
Senator Smith moved to approve the minutes of April 28th, 2017 by unanimous consent.  
The motion passed. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
a. S.B. 85- An Act to Amend the Department of Clubs and Organizations 

Senator Thummel submitted this piece of legislation to the Committee on Government 
Operations  
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Senator Billman moved to approve S.B. 85- An Act to Amend the Department of Clubs 
and Organizations 
 
Director Desamaro said thank you for reviewing this legislation. Essentially, his edit for 
the SAS for Chapter 202 Sections 1-6 was requested because the department has grown 
over the past few years but there have been no formal changes to the SAS to show for 
this. This includes incorrect names of coalitions. It still says Club Support 
Administrative Assistant when it is supposed to say Club Support Funding Manager. 
Some spots do say that though.  There needed to be a way to consolidate everything into 
one term. He wanted to make it so there was a new structure for the department where 
there would be a director, assistant director, six club commissioners. He wants to change 
the title of Club Support Funding Manager to an assistant position to be parallel to other 
departments. It is different in that instead of just doing club support funding, they 
would also be in charge of matching the internship program. The assistant director will 
now be taking that over from the director. He is not asking for a pay increase so it will 
stay at a level 3 due to budget constraints. If there is an allowance to change the budget, 
he will reach out to Senator Kuykendall and President Teixeira to see what can be done 
to move this to a level 2. Right now, he just wants the SAS to reflect what is happening 
now in the department. The current Club Support Funding Manager, Bittar, is working 
on it already. This change to the SAS is just formalizing it. Another thing to note is that 
there is a line in the club commission composition that says a commission shall insist of 
a director, assistant director, and at least five but no more than eight commissioners. 
This is given what the budget allows. There have been talks in previous years, especially 
last year, where it has been mentioned that Clubs and Organizations can grow where 
they may need more than eight commissioners. Right now, the standard is six. Most of 
the other edits were grammatical as well as moving things around. He gave the Senator 
Thummel a version with markups based on their discussions.  
 
Senator Smith said if Senator Flangas was here, she would say that they need to change 
any he/she’s to he/she/they to make it gender inclusive. 
 
Senator Thummel asked if that is a change they can make now.  
 
Legislative Clerk Iroz said there was a piece of legislation that went through about that 
but it may have only been for the Senate Rules.  
 
Senator Smith said that was something that was brought up last meeting and if Senator 
Flangas were her she would want it brought up again.  
 
Senator Thummel asked if they can add that now.  
 
Legislative Clerk Iroz said yes because it was in a piece of legislation that they are editing 
now. She will have to go through the old legislation to see what was done on this topic. 
If it hasn’t already been done, then they can just right a piece of legislation for the SAS 
to be edited.  
 
Senator Smith said it isn’t on the legislation, it is in the SAS.  

 
Senator Billman said they can move to amend the line and state the line how she wants it 
to be stated.  
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Senator Smith said it was all through the legislation.  
 
Senator Billman said she can move to amend that specific line in only that one spot. 
 
Senator Thummel said they can make an amendment that amends the entire document.  
 
Senator Smith moved to amend Chapter 202 to change he/she to he/she/they wherever 
it is present. 
Senator Stopka seconded the motion. 
The motion passed.  
 
The motion to approve S.B. 85- An Act to Amend the Department of Clubs and 
Organizations was passed. 
 

b. S.B. 85- An Act to Establish Guidelines for ASUN stoles 
Speaker Jackson referred this piece of legislation to the committee on Government 
Operations. 
 
Senator Stopka moved to approve S.B. 85- An Act to Establish Guidelines for ASUN 
Stoles. 
Senator Smith seconded the motion. 
 
Senator Billman said he was reading the eligibility part where it says those appointed 
within the association for three sessions and he was wondering if a session was a full 
year.  
 
Senator Smith said they are not appointed on a yearly basis, they are appointed on a 
term one that goes April to April.  
 
Senator Billman said that is still a year. President and vice president are only one term, 
yet they get the stole but others have to serve three terms to get one.  
 
Senator Stopka said that is a lot more of a difficult position as a president and vice 
president. The one term thing doesn’t bother him because it is a lot harder to get elected 
twice as president.  
 
Senator Billman said he gets the presidents getting one but he still doesn’t understand it 
about senators. 
 
Director Beattie said it is the fact that they had to run for office. It is not the same for 
appointed offices. 
 
Senator Sullivan asked how much the stoles are and if they can buy them on their own if 
they have only served one term.  
 
Director Beattie said they can buy their own. President Boone’s idea when he wrote this 
was to reward people who have gone above and beyond service. If someone has been in 
it for three years or have run for office, then they would be given a stole. Stole prices 
can very. Last year they were $50-$60 a stole. The cap and gown ones were $20 a stole. 
 
Senator Thummel said there was also the issue of internships brought up in Senate.  
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Senator Sullivan said he saw it as a show of appreciation. If they can buy their own then 
$50 over two years is not worth it. If they are an intern for one year, they can buy their 
own but if they are an intern for three years, that is an appreciation. 
 
Director Beattie asked if his question was if someone was an intern for one year and an 
officer for the other two, does it count then. He doesn’t know what the answer to that 
is. Interns work for free but it is a foot in the door for them. He has only once seen 
someone be an intern for more than one year.  
 
Senator Thummel asked if they want to add an amendment that includes interns.  
 
Senator Stopka said if they were ASUN employees but they are not technically 
considered in ASUN because interns are not paid at all. In spite of this, they do 
contribute quite a lot to ASUN. He thinks that is what they need to amend because 
people will argue a lot about that.  
 
Senator Smith said she wanted to clarify what they were saying when they said an intern 
is only for one term and then they can serve two terms after that internship. She said 
that right now, people need three appointed terms to get a stole.  
 
Senator Thummel said they would have to amend it so that an internship could be that 
third term.  
 
Senator Smith said that if they had two appointed terms, they have contributed a lot. 
They are being paid for two terms but if they do internships for three years, it is not a 
paid position.  
 
Director Beattie said there is definitely different levels of responsibility. It is harder 
because there are different levels of interns too. Programming interns go through the 
ringer but Blue Crew interns usually don’t.  
 
Senator Stopka asked if they could buy their own stoles.  
 
Senator Thummel said yes. This legislation is just for ASUN buying the stoles.   
 
Senator Stopka said that if an intern does three terms, that is the same dedication as 
three terms as a senator.  
 
Senator Smith said it depends for what they intern for.  
 
Senator Stopka asked if they should break each internship down in the legislation.  
 
Director Beattie said that is difficult and it depends on who is in charge of the interns 
for that year. Programming’s Assistant Director Austin Lench will be doing a lot but 
others may not. Speaker Jackson had legislation interns and they did a lot but it wasn’t 
like that before. He is not sure how they would account for that. It is up to the body to 
decide if internships for one year will count in the three years as an ASUN employee.  
 
Senator Sullivan said they are appointed and they don’t run a campaign so he doesn’t 
think it is worth it to include them in the legislation.  
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Director Beattie said they need to keep track of that now. They need to focus on 
infrastructure if they are wanting to keep track of interns. They need to decide on who 
will be in charge of keeping track of interns every year. He won’t be the one to do it 
because it is hard to keep track of. He asked if the president is going to take account for 
it or if he is going to delegate. They can give it to Central Station to do.  
 
Senator Stopka said an easy solution would be to have them self-report. They can fill out 
paperwork.  
 
Director Beattie said they will still have to have someone sign off on that.  
 
Senator Stopka asked where those records would be kept. 
 
Director Beattie said everything is kept at Central Station but it should be done by 
someone in the government. It doesn’t have to be though, 
 
Senator Thummel asked if it should be one person to look at everyone in all the 
different departments. 
 
Director Beattie said president should do it himself or he should delegate. These stoles 
are each $50 so they need someone to sign off on them. It is the president’s privilege to 
appoint whoever they want and then he turns that privilege over to the directors to 
appoint their staff. It should be written in the SAS somewhere to have the president sign 
off on a list every year.  
 
Senator Thummel asked if they are going to try to make an amendment to include that.  
 
Senator Sullivan asked if that would just be under the Maintaining Inventory section. 
 
Senator Smith asked if they would automatically be giving that responsibility to be 
signed off and if it would be open to the interpretation of the president. Would they sign 
off on it or would they delegate it to their Chief of Staff. 
 
Senator Thummel said it depends on the wording. 
 
Director Beattie said he thinks the president would have to sign but he can delegate the 
task of following it up to whoever he wants.  
 
Senator Sullivan asked if they would say the president would sign off on it and will 
delegate the follow up to someone else or should they just say the president has to sign 
off on it.  
 
Senator Thummel said they should say the president has the right to delegate the follow 
up so that it is clear. 
 
Senator Billman moved to amend Section 3 Maintaining Inventory to add line d which 
will say the President of ASUN must sign off on a document that verifies that a person 
has served three sessions or he can delegate this task to one of his staff members. 
 
Senator Stopka seconded the motion. 
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The motion passed.  
 
Senator Thummel said if they approve it as is, interns would not be included.  
 
The motion passed to approve S.B. 85-An Act to Establish Guidelines for ASUN Stoles.  
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6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Discussion of SAS Title II. Chapter 201, Section 1, Subsection 0 in relation to 

Rusk V. Teixeira ruling. 

Senator Thummel said this has to do with the placement of the office of Campus and 
Public Relations. Title 2, Chapter 201 Section 1 Subsection o reads: 

 “To present a new appointment to the Senate within the following two weeks of said 
committee or Senate meeting if an executive appointment is reported unfavorably by the 
Senate committee on Oversight or if an appointee is not passed by the Senate, or in the 
event that he or she is unable to find a qualified candidate within those two weeks, 
he/she must present himself/herself to the Committee on Oversight and explain the 
circumstances.” 

This regards the position not being favorably recommended in Oversight. President 
Teixeira reappointed the same candidate when it was unfavored. “read HEARING”. 
The way it reads now is “appointment” and by filling out another form for the same 
candidate, that holds up with the SAS. This committee needs to discuss that and make 
any clarifications. Senator Sullivan has already shown interest in drafting this legislation.   

 

Senator Sullivan said the only reason they shouldn’t include an absolute no for a 
reappointment is that there may be a case where no one applies but they need to find 
someone new to fill in that spot. He asked how they should reword this saying that they 
need to find a new appointee without restricting the president. “Should no new eligible 
candidates apply within a timeline, the president may reappoint the same person”.  

 

Senator Stopka said that leaves a loophole because if he really wants to appoint that 
person, nothing can stop him from waiting the allotted time. 

 

Senator Sullivan said he would have to do a new application process and if someone 
applies, they would have to take them.  

 

Senator Thummel asked if there was decent. Senator Sullivan can work on that and if 
they need to make amendments, they can. 

 

b. Senator Reports. 

Senator Thummel said that each senator needs to reach out to different directors to see 
if there were any other outdated sections of the SAS.  

Event programing- Senator Billman 

Campus and Public-Senator Smith 

Blew Crew-Senator Sullivan 

Elections chair- Senator Stopka 

Sustainability- Senator Mah 

 

Senator Thummel said he will reach out to other senators. 

 

Senator Smith asked if they needed to change anything.  

 

Senator Thummel said anything that is outdated or needs to be changed.  
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7. PUBLIC COMMENT* 
   Director Desamaro asked if he would have to submit a new piece of legislation. 
 
   Senator Thummel said yes.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator Thummel adjourned the meeting at 3:31 PM.  

 


