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Committee on Civic Engagement 
Senate of the Associated Students 85th Session  

Minutes for Friday, April, 21, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.  
Joe Crowley Student Union Room 420 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Chair Flangas called the meeting of the Committee on Civic Engagement to order at 2:00 pm in the 
Fourth floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union in room 405. Presiding secretary, Kaitie Christiansen. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Chair Flangas and senators Billman, Cammie Lee, Cynthia Lee, Kuykendall, Smith and Tool were 
present. 
Senator Busman was absent excused. 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Senator Green said he had the legacy binder. He made two copies, but it was large. He was going to read 
a little from it: If you’re reading this, you’re the next chair of civic engagement or you sit on the 
committee of civic engagement. Whatever the case, congrats. You have chosen to sit on the best and 
most important committee there is. The chair of civic engagement is charged with actively engaging their 
roles as a responsible public servant. As a public servant, your committee members and every elected and 
appointed official of ASUN are engaged in civic engagement every day. This binder is meant to help you 
achieve your goals. First I would like to start by providing a definition of civic engagement: Civic 
engagement means working to make a difference in the civic life of our communities and to make a 
difference by promoting the quality of life in the community through both political and non-political 
processes. There are three pillars that civic engagement can focus on: volunteerism, political engagement, 
and service learning. Volunteering is by far the easiest for the chair to coordinate and participate in, and it 
was one of my main focuses. Political engagement is critical to everything we do at ASUN and we 
represent the 18000 undergraduates every day. The final pillar is service learning, which encompasses 
integrating what they have learned and enhancing the quality of the community. Lastly I want to touch on 
democratic engagement. I did not include this as a pillar because it as the core of every aspect of civic 
engagement. We want to inspire students to become engaged citizen to participate in their community 
and appreciate diversity while learning about their civic responsibilities. I put a warning there because I 
type very fast, so I gave you guys the Word version of this so you can correct any mistakes. I want to go 
about what I read at the end: As I leave this binder in the capable hands of the 85th session’s committee 
on civic engagement, I want to echo the words: We will every live our server. Civic engagement is about 
going a step further and a process. By leading this charge for civic engagement, the community is 
contributing to the community as student leaders promote the community. Political engagement is 
celebrated and applied in and out of the classroom. Any time I or former members of the committee can 
be of any help, please do not hesitate to reach out. Sincerely yours, Mr. Green. I wanted to give you some 
advice on this committee. This committee is unique and is the only one allowed to put on educational 
programs to promote civic responsibility. Programming is at the heart of coordinating activities and 
getting students engaged. An example is servicepalooza, one of the biggest events that ASUN puts on. 
It’s important to stay in the committee because it allows students to network and volunteer, which is 
helping the 18000 undergraduate students engage. The difference from a programming event is they do 



Committee on Civic Engagement Minutes 
Monday, July 24, 2017 
Page 2 

 
concerts which are not civic engagement. They won’t put on an event like Rock the Vote. In the binder 
there are a lot of resources available, the biggest thing is when they focus on the committee not to focus 
on one thing. Last year was politically active, but I focused on volunteerism. Last year was a highly 
conversational election year, and we could have done more with the department of public affairs to help 
get students registered and help put on things. The reason we didn’t get out civic engagement 
classification is because we didn’t get enough service learning. I urge you to meet with people to talk 
about doing this. I recommend reaching out to UNLV about their civic engagement minor, and reach out 
to your former senators. Former president Fabi created this committee and he is a great resource. 
Everyone on the committee before and former president Boone are great resources. Make sure that if 
you don’t know something you ask and reach out. Other than that, I think this binder speaks for itself. 
There is a giant stigma around civic engagement, and he doesn’t mean offence, but if you look at the civic 
learning office and civic engagement nationally, it’s based around the arts and social sciences, which 
means there’s a stigma that science majors don’t usually get involved. At Nevada, there are about 3-5% 
involved, and that’s only because it’s not being recorded. There is also another stigma that says only girls 
can do civic engagement, so I need my guys to step out. It’s one of the biggest things I hate and talked 
about last semester. I encourage you to push Givepulse.  
 

4. MINUTES 
There are no minutes to be heard at this time.  
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
There is no old business to be discussed at this time.  
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Election of a Vice Chair 
Chair Flangas said she opened the nominations for the positions of vice chair on the committee 
on Civic Engagement. You can either nominate yourself or someone else. Nominations do not 
require a second.  
 
Senator Smith nominated Senator Kuykendall for the position of vice chair on the committee of 
civic engagement.  
 
Senator Kuykendall accepted.  
 
Senator Tool nominated Senator Billman  
 
Senator Billman accepted 
 
Chair Flangas said the nominations were: Senator Billman and senator Kuykendall. Asked them 
to leave the room while others were presenting. Senator Kuykendall was first and had five 
minutes to give a statement and answer questions. 
 
Senator Kuykendall said some background about himself, he has been involved civically. He 
volunteered with the down syndrome network, and at an economic and politically engaged group 
that strove to promote an economic attitude in politics. The responsibilities of the vice chair are 
to assume the duties of the Chair and Secretaries in their absence. Being the chair of budget and 
finance allows him to understand decorum and meetings. Beyond that, pertaining to the duties of 
the vice chair, he cares about civic engagement. He has been involved continuously, and served 
at Wolf Pack Reading Week and met with Chris Partridge who oversees iLead and pack 
provisions. He gave the idea to integrate Givepulse into campus and contacted Givepulse during 
the meeting. In terms of civic engagement, it is something he looked forward to.  
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Senator Cynthia Lee asked how he would integrate Givepulse into canvas 
 
Senator Kuykendall said it was just an example of his ideas. For the vice chair, it’s not easy and 
didn’t apply. He thought they could just talk about it and add an app 
 
Chair Flangas said to please invite senator Billman in 
 
Senator Billman said from what he understood about the vice chair is that they help run the 
meeting when the chair is unable to make it and assist the chair. He has a lot of experience with 
that and he is always willing to give his assistance and has time to help. But that’s not the most 
important. He is passionate about civic engagement, he helped at Wolf Pack Reading Week and 
helped at event with Mt Rose kids. Whatever he can do to help the committee is why he is here 
 
Senator Cynthia Lee asked if there was anything he wanted to integrate or goals 
 
Senator Billman said his goals were, hearing from Dennis, he would like to get more people 
involved and get rid of stigmas through working through the chair. The goals would be those 
they make as a committee. 
 
Senator Cynthia Lee asked what stigmas he wanted to get rid of 
 
Senator Billman said the stigma that only girls do civic engagement, he wanted to get everyone 
involved 
 
Senator Cynthia Lee asked if he could expand on his experience 
 
Senator Billman said they had 150 kids from Mt Rose come down for a tour. He was the water 
guy so he filled cups. He thought it was cool because doing stuff like that helps promote the 
campus.  
 
Chair Flangas said they would move into general discussion 
 
Senator Tool said both the candidates had similar experience and similar goals for the committee 
 
Senator Smith said she believed both candidates were qualified, but she personally would feel 
more confident with Senator Billman because he is more timely and has more time. Worried 
about Senator Kuykendall being too busy and if he would be able to run two meetings in a row. 
She trusted him, but was worried about timeliness.  
 
Senator Cynthia Lee thought that both candidates were qualified. She liked that they wanted to 
reach out to younger kids. 
 
Senator Cammie Lee said they both had an understanding of vice chair. Senator Billman knew 
Roberts Rules of order. She preferred Kuykendall and he could integrate Givepulse into canvas, 
even though he is busy he could still run a meeting on time. 
Roll call vote was held: 
Senator Billman: Smith, Tool, Flangas 
Senator Kuykendall: Cammie Lee, Cynthia Lee  
Senator Billman was the new elected Vice Chair 
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Chair Flangas invited the candidates back in and announced that Senator Billman received the 
majority of the vote 
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b. Committee Goals 

Chair Flangas said she was thinking about – 

 

Former Senator Green said last year when he started the meeting, he suggesting talking about 
goals and thinking of every aspect of civic engagement, like volunteerism, service learning, 
democratic engagement, and political involvement. When they talk about their goals, he 
suggested that because it helped a lot. 

 

Chair Flangas said with the committee goals, they would go through and think of their goals for 
each category, and they had the next week to come up with other ideas. They wanted some ideas 
to create plan for summer and the next year. IN the next meeting they would create a plan for 
enacting this.  

 

Senator Tool said to continue Wolf Pack Reading Week 

 

Chair Flangas said with reading week, were there any things they could grow on with that? 

 

Senator Kuykendall said holding more accountability for organizations. Athletics bailed at the 
last minute, which was unacceptable 

 

Senator Billman said they could always make it bigger, maybe go to more schools 

 

Chair Flangas said they talked about that, and they could expand that. It’s something to think 
about. In terms of service learning, she wasn’t sure if they caught what Dennis was talking about 
for Service Learning Certification. They have to get a certain amount of service learning classes 
on campus and get a certain amount of people integrated into those classes to get designation, 
which only comes up every five years. It deals with all the aspects. 

 

Senator Kuykendall said civic engagement doesn’t oversee service learning, there is a service 
learning department and a connection between the two. They could just speak more to that 
department or whoever oversees because there isn’t a lot of talk between the two.  

 

Senator Cynthia Lee asked what service learning was 

 

Chair Flangas said it was education where you go provide a service to the community. A lot of 
people will learn in the classroom and half of the hours are spend applying that education. It 
leads to understanding the major more and building a better community 

 

Senator Tool said in Education 202 class they had a service learning project where they had to do 
20 hours of community service by tutoring or helping out at local schools 

 

Chair Flangas said they could work and model after that 

 

Senator Kuykendall said they should integrate service learning within the Nevada Fit program 
because freshman is the most influenced to expose them to the idea 
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Chair Flangas said in conjunction with that, Senator Green said he wanted to work on reflection 
with community service to learn from those experiences. After this meeting, she wanted them to 
think about reflection as part of that so that you can bring back something you learn. Political 
activism, she didn’t know if they knew about politics in Nevada, the legislature was in session 
right now but wouldn’t be next session, but that doesn’t mean there shouldn’t be political 
activism. She would say the people have more of a say and there needs to be more activism in 
the community. One of the big things they can do is know your rights week, to work with 
legislative affairs to bring speakers to campus so people understand their rights, especially on 
campus. This was a contentious selection with the president 

 

Senator Kuykendall said they should integrate the new people eon campus. The RAs have to put 
on programs, and they don’t always have ideas and support. They could go to the residence halls 
and go to the RAs with ideas to suggest a program.  

 

Senator Tool said everyone talked about starting to work with the incoming classes, they could 
get ahold of the parents and work with the orientation groups and host a discussion for the new 
students to inform them of their rights.  

 

Senator Kuykendall said the young democrats and young republicans have an event where they 
meet up and discuss, and they could invite that to the campus to have a discussion between 
people with different ideas in order to foster a more collaborative mindset between people who 
disagree on things. With tensions so high, they should probably face that by not making people 
choose to disagree but understanding the disagreement 

 

Chair Flangas asked for any more ideas about Givepulse, ending stigma, etc. They were just 
creating goals, but she wanted them to come back next week with concrete goals 

 

Senator Cynthia Lee said for service learning there is a program called Science Partners where 
they can go out and teach classrooms so maybe they can implement the idea where students 
teach science or certain topics in classroom 

 

Chair Flangas said junior achievement was like that, where people came in to talk about banking 
and checks. Having students do that could foster more volunteerism and have them go into 
classrooms 

 

Senator Billman said she talked about agriculture, he went to high school an hour away and they 
had “ag in the classroom” where they took local farms and brought their tractors down to 
elementary schools and were telling them all about agriculture.  
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Chair Flangas wanted them to get the ball rolling and spend the rest of the week thinking about 
their specific goals and what they want to make happen. With those goals, coming up with goals 
for summer so that things are ready when they come back and they will create a strategic plan for 
enacting those plans. She will write up the ideas and put them in a paper. Think about how they 
can address these three pillars. She made them a packet about how civic engagement is dissected, 
democratic civic engagement. She wanted them to look at the difference between civic 
engagement and democratic civic engagement. There was a chart that showed the difference. 
They were trying to promote democratic civic engagement, which is the idea of learning 
something as you go along. It’s about getting something in return, so when they create activities 
and programs, she wanted them to focus on how it helps the students as well as the community. 
Keep it in mind with the goals that are happening, and think about relating them to your college. 
Next meeting, they will talk about goals, and ask each of them to report on the specific goal for 
next year. They would also try to get the legacy binder emailed to everyone so they read and have 
a discussion about what they found from it. Come up with one thing they thought was 
important. Dennis gave lots of tips. They would also make a plan to present to Oversight, 
including the events so they could be held accountable. They will start talking about 
Servicepalooza. Our job is to contact people in the community who offer volunteerism and 
activism and bring them to campus. Come up with organization to contact, and come up with 
some new ones they should invite, and why should they bring them on the first week.  

 

Senator Billman asked about the list of organizations they had 
 

Chair Flangas directed that question to Former Senator Green 

 

Senator Green said there are a bunch of tools and services with links on an excel sheet. He added 
resources about reaching out and Givepulse. 54 organizations came from him and Boone. 

 

Senator Billman said he was just curious 

 

Chair Flangas said she would get that list out soon, and they weren’t going to pick who they 
would contact until the last meeting for summer. She was very excited.  

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Senator Green said he was impressed with their ideas, and was happy to hear ideas about the sciences. 
For Reading Week, he encouraged them to keep that to tier three. He wrote about it in the legacy binder. 
To make an impact, it’s easy for a tier one school to put on this program, but it was special for tier three. 
It won’t be as impactful if they did it for every school. For servicepalooza, talk to the chair. Last year he 
and the vice chair did it all by themselves, and it was very hard sending emails and communicating. Work 
with programming because it is stressful.  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Flangas adjourned the meeting of the Committee on Civic Engagement at 2:53 pm. 
 


