
84th Session of the  
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If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact  
Noah Teixeira at 775-784-6589 or Speaker@asun.unr.edu. 

 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Speaker Teixeira called the senate meeting to order at 5:34 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd Floor of the 
Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The senate recited the pledge of allegiance.  
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Teixeira and Senators Bond, Bradley, Chiu, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eschenbaugh, Feng, Green, 
Henderson, H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Koehler, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, and Urquidi were present. 
 
Senator Barragan was tardy excused.  
 
Senator Blair was absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
There are no minutes up for discussion at this time. 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Director Rodriguez read a statement on Koeckes’s s into the record:  
Good Evening Officers of ASUN, 
Civic engagement means, “Working to make a difference in the civic life of our communities and developing the 
combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivations to make that difference. It means promoting the quality 
of life in a community, through both political and non-political processes.” 
Nothing can possibly please me more as the Director of ASUN and the Center for Student Engagement to know 
that this evening the body will engage in a discussion about creating a Civic Engagement scholarship. I trust that 
you will engage in the meaningful dialogue necessary to ensure a good decision on your part – regardless of the 
outcome. If indeed you should decide to create this scholarship, I would ask that you name the scholarship after 
Amy Koeckes.  
In my opinion, naming a scholarship after a person should ensure that the person’s history leading up to the 
moment of receiving the honor and legacy left behind should exemplify the spirit of the scholarship. I’ve known 
Amy for 18 years in her service to ASUN, the university, and her community. 
Amy was born and raised in Fallon, Nevada. As life would have it, at a very early age she was given the 
responsibility of raising her younger brother and sister. Over the years, I would watch her teach these children to 
become young adults that today are raising families of their own. All because Amy had the strength to sustain her 
family, wile going to college to earn her degree. Amy exemplified a self-efficacy/motivation that could have easily 
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been overwhelmed by her status as a first generation college student holding down two jobs. To this day, she 
remains a role model to her siblings. I see it in their eyes every time they look at her – look up to her.  
Amy began her work on behalf of students at this campus in the Fine Arts department August 13th, 1997. You may 
not know this, but Amy is an artist in her own right. Before she graduated, her art exhibit took over the coffee 
shop in the old union. The coffee shop sold a lot of coffee because her art show was very well received by the 
students. It was a poignant declaration of how society was taking on technology and why we should be aware of 
the possibility of being consumed by it … yes, Amy has deep thoughts on the world, our society and her place 
within it. She has always cared about her community and the footprints she left behind. 
Over the years I have witnessed her selfless commitment to: Putting in countless hours working side by side with 
student employees to develop their skills. Effectively challenging ASUN officers to look past their self-interest 
towards meetings the needs of a larger body. Developing young professionals into thoughtful administrators. A 
devotion of many years of working with no-profit groups that focus on the empowerment of women in the city of 
Reno (even when it wasn’t cool). Involvement in the political process – no to encourage students toward one party 
of another, but rather to awaken in them the responsibility of good citizenship. Community outreach efforts that 
hold this university and ASUN accountable to the public’s best interest and to meaningful relationships of 
reciprocity with the community. I’ve witnessed her work at the regional and national level of NASPA to 
strengthen the work of student affairs to the development of college students across the region and the nation.  
I could go on. Suffice to say, Amy has spent most of her time promoting the quality of life across the community 
she has touched.  
I can’t think of anyone who fits the definition of civic engagement through both knowledge and deed as much as 
Amy. So, just before Amy’s 20th year anniversary of serving this great university, its students and the community, I 
would humbly request that you insert one more “whereas clause” into the body that reads: 
“Whereas Amy Koeckes has made a difference in the quality of life of countless students and community members 
in her role as a student, alumni and administrative faculty at the University of Nevada, Reno, and ensured that 
Northern Nevada and national organizations such as NASPA are more meaningful, vibrant communities that exist 
in service to the students and citizens alive, be it enacted that the Senate of the Associated Students shall name this 
scholarship the Amy M. Koeckes Civic Engagement Scholarship. 
Respectfully, Sandra Rodriguez, Director ASUN Center for Student Engagement.  
 
Wayla Barrett wanted to ask some questions referring to the comments on Twitter. She didn’t want to call out 
Noah since she didn’t know him, but they impacted her members negatively. Knew he had no intentions of 
stepping down but asked how that would impact if he gets elected to his position and how he interacts with the 
students.  
 
Speaker Teixeira asked that they talk about that outside of the senate table. That discussion was pertinent to the 
table but wanted to discuss the agenda only. Will gladly sit outside with them to discuss this. 
 
Wayla Barrett asked if there was a way to contact him. 
 
Speaker Teixeira said he could talk to her after this meeting.  
 
Wayla Barrett said that was perfect, asked how long the meeting is. 
 
Speaker Teixeira said it would last an hour.  

 
6. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 

 There are no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
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7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 
A. President of the Associated Students, Brandon Boone 

President Boone said he was exploring some options regarding safety. Director Garcia had been invited for 
March 8th and will be here. Please come to the meeting with questions about UNR police department and 
safety. Prepping for board of regents meeting next week. Won’t be here for senate. Grand opening of 
Weiland opened today. He and Teixeira attended and it was a beautiful event. Putting together some 
legislation, one was SAS revision for Blue Crew programmers and the ASUN stole legislation was sent to 
Jordan and he revised it based on his comments and also to add more duties to director of pr. Those will 
go through Gov Ops soon and then senate.  
 
Speaker Teixeira asked 
 
President Boone said no. 
 

B. Vice President of the Associated Students, Jacob Springmeyer 
Vice President Springmeyer said he was working on Pack FIT. Brand ambassador stuff was this week. 
Passed out more swag today in front of the ELW. Working with Inkblot to set up video for the pack 
internship grant program. Helping to schedule that to get footage going. Met with Raul to make sure 
webpage is live and it is under services. It is live on ASUN, under Packfit. Making some adjustments so 
don’t spread it on social media yet, but will have articles live later this week.  
 
Speaker Teixeira asked if they we reproducing more shirts and stuff. 
 
Vice President Springmeyer said yes. They had ordered another 100 shirts, and will be hereby march 1 and 
launch a video then. Setting up events for Pack Fit week, for April 3-7th. Senator Jordan went to SEAB for 
two of their events 
 
Senator Smith asked if they were planning to meet with Wolf Shop to have shirts for sale 
 
Vice President Springmeyer they did order more shirts, but didn’t want to sell them but if they did, he 
didn’t know how successful it would be. Tried to do that with BLF but had a lot of leftover stock. They did 
sell some stuff later at BLF but they had five or six boxes left over. They didn’t want to have anything left 
over since it would fall back on them financially.  
 

C. Chief of Staff, Sebastian Atienza 
Chief of Staff Atienza said he met with the Abby Agency to spitball some ideas for ASUN to take on. On 
May 6th, there is a committee cleanup and wanted ASUN involved. Also talked to them in regard to things 
Public Affairs can do with state legislature. Working on legislation for the general internship application for 
next year.  
 

D. Deputy Chief of Staff, Michael Upton 
 

E. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Brooklyn Lawton 
 

F. Attorney General, Cameron Harris 
Attorney General Harris said he was looking into offering amendments to the elections code, because 
candidates have not known what to file because of discrepancies with the election code and the packet. 
This has been confusing for a lot of people. Also wrote an opinion per request of Senator Crooks.  
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G. Elections Chair, Steven McNeece  

McNeece said they had the first debate last night and it went well. Wanted to keep them in loop of how 
they changed the format for this year. Two major things they changed, instead of rebuttal in between every 
question and people would just repeat themselves, they made a longer portion at the end for people to 
rebuttal anything they want. Also implemented a four-minute period where candidates can ask each other 
questions, which increased the participation. Shout out to Senator Bond for helping him construct that. 
There are two more senate debates and the general election debates. Please share on social media to get the 
information out and get people interested. There will be a barbeque on March 15th, and encouraged 
everyone to be there to have current senators and those who are running. Will do a poll on Facebook to 
see who can come. Might do some tabling too.  
 
Senator Smith liked how they changed the debates. Wanted to see if they could bring in a short 
presentation to show how the applicants changed from last year and within the colleges. Anything quick to 
see the impact.  
 
Senator McNeece asked if they wanted it before elections or a big comparison after election.  
 
Senator Smith didn’t think it was a huge deal but did want to see that 
 
Senator Bond asked if they would be out of office by then 
 
Speaker Teixeira said no, there was a gap in between. 
 
Senator Green said it was fun to look back at the questions, because that’s where they were last year. Didn’t 
know they changed the debates and had fun going. 
 
Senator Henderson also went, and it was nice to show support for those in their positions next session. 
Especially if for their colleges. Write well worded questions so they know what is coming, for some of 
them it is their first time. 
 
Speaker Teixeira went to debates last night and some business candidates asked how he campaigned to 
certain people. Input helps them out. 
 
Senator Crupi asked how the questions that the audience wrote were being filtered 
 
Senator McNeece said the commission looks at them and makes sure they are fair questions. Also their 
questions that are poorly written are fixed and then asked.  
 

H. Director of Programming, Casandra Hurdle 
Director Hurdle said first off they needed volunteers for next Thursday for the Coffee Crawl. Local coffee 
shops cannot always provide employees to hand out coffee. She will be there all day and will post a poll to 
sign up but would appreciate help. Sign up for family weekend, would continue to remind everyone to sign 
up until the event happens. Concert is Wednesday march 29th and would be free. The Packfit speaker, 
Diversity Speaker, and concert were moving along well, will update when contracts are signed. 
Recommended they book locations now if planning any events in April. April is a madhouse for events, if 
it isn’t done now they won’t have the space for it. 
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Senator Bradley asked if the tickets are free, would students have to pick up their ticket prior to the event, 
or could they get it at the door. 
 
Director Hurdle said they are working out logistics for that. Venue will hold about 3000 students total. 
More than likely they will have to pick up tickets and will have to show their Wolf Card at the door. If 
tickets don’t get picked up they will have them at the door. It’s free, they won’t turn people away. 
 

I. Director of Blue Crew, Kevin Bezick 
Speaker Teixeira read the report into the record: “Tonight is a huge game against Boise at 7:00. Would be 
great to get everyone there. We have some plans for Senior night and will be finalizing them this week. 
Also we are tossing around the idea of a viewing party for the Mountain West tourney, so if anyone has any 
input on that please let me know.” 
 

J. Director of Legislative Affairs, Veronica Charles 
Director Charles said they will see legislation from Public Affairs soon. They can take the legislator to the 
state legislature once they have student opinions. Thanked Eshenbaugh for coming to the Wolf Pack smart 
talks. It was really successful. The next one will be called an Eye for an Eye and they will be discussing the 
death penalty and capital punishment, they will be bringing in some people. Hoped to see everyone there 
next Tuesday in Schulich lecture hall from seven to eight thirty. The more people are there, the better the 
questions are.  
 
Senator Green asked if they would be discussing how it applies to the state, or everywhere. 
 
Senator Charles said they were mainly in Nevada but they are skilled people in their area, so they can ask 
questions about anything.  
 

K. Director of Diversity and Inclusion, Gabriel Rojas 
 

L. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Richard Long 
 

M. Chief Justice, Samuel Bruketta 
 

 
8. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES 

A. Chair, Committee on Academics-Senator Henderson 
Senator Henderson said they will not meet this week, but next week. They have two pieces of 
legislation going through Committee and will vote on them. They are mostly clerical things and cutting 
out some requirements, nothing major. For the READ week school supplies drive, they will be 
partnering with Blue Crew as well. 
 

B. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance-Senator Feng 
Senator Feng said the director of the Wolf Shop, Steve Dubay, will come in to talk about their 
operations from last semester. If they had any questions, let him know.  
 

C. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement-Senator Green 
Senator Green said they had some legislation coming up tonight, and he was excited for it. Wolf Pack 
Reading Week was going well, was looking in Givepulse. Charity Spotlight will be up next week. 
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D. Chair, Committee on Government Operations-Senator Jordan 
Senator Jordan said they will meet this week. They will be going over what everyone has to say for their 
committees to change descriptions. Also, they will be looking into anything else they want to change, if 
any.  
 

E. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs-Senator Eshenbaugh 
Senator Eshenbaugh will give a presentation about legislation going through tonight. Committee 
members are working on researching different bills in the state session and will potentially be writing 
resolutions. Various things they are discussing are tuition fees, sexual assaults, and transgender issues. 
The resolutions will go through Senate.  
 

F. Chair, Committee on University Affairs-Senator Bradley 
Senator Bradley said they got the updated description of the committee to Gov Ops. She emailed 
Justine Hernandez about aligning their events so they can co-sponsor things. They have a department 
dedicated to sexual assault and it would be awesome to get more bodies moving. They moved some 
liaisons to academics.  
 

G. Chair, Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness-Senator Blair 
 

H. Speaker Pro-Tempore, Hannah Jackson 
 

I. Chair, Committee on Oversight-Speaker Teixeira 
Speaker Teixeira said Oversight did not meet on Monday because it was a holiday, but next coming 
meeting cannot do censures because there has to be five business days ahead of time where you notify 
them. He and James just found that out in the SAS today, so the next week they will bring three 
censures from the executive board and another three censures from senate the following week.   

 
9. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Senator Green said many people have been having issues with posting on the boards, sometimes the keys aren’t in 
Central Station. Talked to Dr. Beattie, and he will order extra keys so they don’t have that issue anymore.  
  

10. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 
There are no candidates up for discussion at this time. 

 
11. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 

A. The following nominations were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate on February 15th, 2017: 
 

 
B. Senate Committee Changes 

 
 

12. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 There are no veto messages at this time. 
 

13. CONSENT AGENDA 
There was no legislation filed for the Consent Agenda. 
 

14. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 
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There is no legislation to be considered under first reading at this time. 
 

15. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 
There was no legislation to fast-track at this time.  
 

 
16. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 

There is no legislation to be considered for referral at this time. 
 

17. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 
A. S.R. 84 -- A resolution to support Assembly Bill 1 of the 79th (2017) session of the Nevada 

Legislature  
Senator H. Jackson moved to approve A. S.R. 84 -- A resolution to support Assembly Bill 1 of the 79th 
(2017) session of the Nevada Legislature 
 
Senator Bond seconded. 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said this was about assembly bill one, which is going through the Committee of 
Education. A key thing about this bill is that it is an amendment of NRS 35.3545, so a lot of the things in 
this bill have been in law for over a decade. This was set up to support this amendment, it will go into 
effect on July 1st of this year. This is showing that the system is already set up. It’s about tuition, books, 
and laboratory fees for students that are dependents of public safety officers that have been killed while 
serving in the line of duty. For example, a police officer employed by the University of Nevada Reno, if 
they are shot while on duty, their dependents will receive the full tuition, laboratory fees, and books while 
they attend this university. The dependent will not receive the assistance if they are not accepted to the 
university, and at the age of 23 this assistance with the aid will stop. Twenty-three is the age limit for this 
law. The money is generated from the state fund, where there is a trustee account created in 1925 called 
the Education Dependent fund. Money from this bill is pulled out of this account. The University of 
Nevada Regents will administer this account as they currently do. This account accepts gifts and grants, 
and that’s where they receive a lot of this money.  
 
Speaker Teixeira asked if by gifts she meant donor.  
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said yes, or for example, any donation. If Textbook Brokers wants to donate a year 
of textbooks to this program, that would be accepted. If there is any money leftover in this account, it is 
not absorbed into the state general account, it is kept in this account for the next fiscal year, so the money 
and donations are always staying in this account and never absorbed into the state. The Board of Regents 
annually determines how the funds will be taken out and if the amount that they expect to be taking out 
exceeds what they have, they can request money from the State General Funds, but this has never been 
done. 
 
Speaker Teixeira asked what account they pull from 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said they pull from the State General fund. This is all already in law, but the law says 
it only applies to dependents of public safety officers, including police and firefighters. It is predicted that 
there won’t be any fiscal effect on the local or state level. The amendment is assembly bill one, it proposes 
that public safety officers and public employees who are killed while they are serving will be allowed to 
receive this funding. Public employees are anyone funded by the state or local subdivision of the state. A 
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public employee who is killed or as a result of injuries sustained while performing their duties will be 
eligible. These are the amendments being added to this already existing legislation. Assembly bill one ads 
an amendment for public employees to receive the tuition and textbook grant. It will remain that 
dependents of officers also receive it. In 2016 the budget for the fiscal year was $15,000 and $17,000 was 
pulled out of it. This was the only data she could find, but it shows that about $15000 was being used for 
students funded from this specifically. It is expected to be the same in 2018 and 2019. 
 
Speaker Teixeira asked if the expected amount included AB 1.  
 
Senator Ehsenbaugh said she didn’t think it included it but the Board of Regents will look into it again. 
Their resolution was in favor of Assembly Bill one. They had many public servants that dedicated many 
hours to this university and this burden should not fall on their students if they were to pass away.  
 
Senator Bradley knew that professors weren’t on an hourly wage. Asked if this was killed on campus or 
during normal campus hours 
 
Speaker Teixeira asked if this affected professors or only Nevada state workers 
 
Dr. Beattie said professors are paid by state money. Twenty-four percent of what it costs to attend this 
university is paid for by taxes. The only folks who aren’t paid for by taxes are ASUN staff who are paid 
for by the five dollars per credit fee. It’s a tax, but it’s a student tax, not a state tax.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said that the state paid professors. ASUN staff was not paid by state taxes.  
 
Senator Crupi said that for that, the wording said “if in performance for their duties.” So, if a physics 
professor is in a lab and something weird happened, it would be a different story than if they had a heart 
attack walking to class to class.  
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that public employees are also defined and they must be on duty. They are paid 
through the state or city local governance. Traveling to present their research, or in the classroom, or a 
school sponsored event would be covered.  
 
Senator H. Jackson asked that in defining public employees, are they only hired through the university or 
for state.  
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said it was statewide for the children that are accepted to attend the University of 
Nevada, Reno.  
 
Senator H. Jackson asked if that applied to different NSHE institutions, or just the University of Nevada, 
Reno. 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said only the University of Nevada Reno. The board of regents are basically saying 
they pay for their schooling if you get accepted.  
 
Director Beattie said that if it was only for the University of Nevada, Reno, what happens if they graduate 
high school with a 1.5 GPA.  
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Senator Eshenbuagh said they must be accepted by the university. Since the Board of Regents control the 
account, they would administer the funds to students. President Boone will be attending their meeting 
next week. The Nevada Student Alliance had a meeting February 9th, but they did not have this put 
together, but their next meeting is March 2nd.  
 
Senator Urquidi asked if the students would need to maintain a certain GPA or credit load 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said she was unsure 
 
Speaker Teixeira said he thought it was frontloaded. If they get accepted into the university, they pay for 
everything, it doesn’t matter what your GPA is because once you are accepted you have the payment of 
going to school there. When he and Dr. Beattie when over the costs, it said $16,000 plus books, so they 
assumed the student would get a lump some in the beginning.  
 
Director Beattie didn’t know how the payments would work, but he was looking at how much it would 
cost. About $14000 per year. The bookstore said the average is $350 dollars a semester for books, so that’s 
another $700 per year, not including any special fees like engineering fees or business fees per person. Was 
unsure how these public employees died in the line of duty, and was unsure what the overall fiscal impact 
would be per student. They don’t publicize the data because you don’t advertise tragedies.  
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that because the Board of Regents maintains the account, they would set up the 
payment program, and it is a private transaction. 
 
Senator Crupi said that in originally reading it, it encompassed too large of a scope and that is would really 
impact the budget, but the fact that it said while in the performance of their duties limited it hugely. 
Another thing was clerical on page two, line three, after The University of Nevada, “Reno” should be 
added, and on page two, line four the word “to” should be removed.  
 
Senator Smith said that if it was a statewide thing, it would be worth putting in effort to see if UNLV 
would do something since they are both public institutions. It would not make sense to have one do it but 
not the other. Worth looking into something, that way if there are fiscal costs it can be split. 
 
Speaker Teixeira asked for the reason behind this wording. Ask if Dr. Charles wants to do this too if we 
recommend this favorably. The should probably look into UNLV and other institutions across the state. 
 
Senator Taylor asked that as the bill was, if the student was already enrolled, how would that work. 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that they would fall into the system if they met the requirements. So 23 years or 
under, and admitted to the University. 
 
Director Beattie said that if they know it was less expensive to go to TMCC and transfer, why is that not a 
fiscal option. Can also be more beneficial since the requirements to get into TMCC might not be as high. 
 
Senator H. Jackson appreciated the discussion on all this appreciated why does this not apply to all NSHE 
institutions. They represent the students and being in support of this meant that more students would 
come and so they need to think about the big picture 
 



 

 

Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, February 22nd, 2017 
Page 10 

Senator Bradley asked if someone who was working at UNLV passed away while on duty, would their 
dependents just get to go here for free? 
 
Speaker Teixeira said that was the understanding they had now but he encouraged them to ask why the 
wording was what it was and how exactly university employees were categorized.  
 
Senator H. Jackson wanted clarification on what a public employee meant. Asked if it was talking about 
everyone in the state of Nevada. 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that it depended on where their income was coming from and in regards to 
sharing this program.  
 
Senator Duvall asked if students needed to apply for funding or if it would be automatically granted and 
asked how they would receive the funds. 
 
Speaker Teixeira said those questions should be asked to the person who wrote the bill in Carson, just so 
they aren’t making assumptions and giving false information. 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that the bill does not state how that would be handled. It depends on how the 
Board of Regents would structure the system  
 
Senator Jacoby said that many of the arguments have been hypothetical and specific. They can 
recommend with questions to ask later on. As H. Jackson stated, the support of the bill is important.   
 
Speaker Teixeira agreed.  
 
Senator Bradley said that while reading it, it was not coming across that if they are employees at the 
university their dependents get to come for free, it sounds like if it is any state, county, city, local 
government or public employee. That is a lot of people. 
 
Senator Crupi said it very clearly outlined what a public employee was. It applied to all public employees 
but most people are not doing anything that is life threatening, and this bill says while in performance of 
their duties. It was a limited thing, and it would only make fiscal sense to pay tuition as the student is 
enrolled. It wouldn’t mean you get into the University and area just given $17000. That’s how the bill is 
currently done with public enforcement. This is just adding who, not changing how.  
 
Director Charles said that for clarification, it referred to all state employees, but only in the line of duties. 
We are not necessarily worried about a professor getting shot in class. The bill does specify Nevada, but 
for the purposes of passing it for the student body, we have discussed it as it pertains to the University of 
Nevada, Reno because that is who we represent.  
 
Senator H. Jackson said that considering that it was across the whole state, they should amend the clause 
on page two, lines 4-5.  
 
Senator H. Jackson moved to amend page two, line five to read “dedication of the public employee to the 
state of Nevada”. 
 
Green seconded.  
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Senator H. Jackson did that since it didn’t just cover public employees employed by the University of 
Nevada, it’s those employed by the entire state. We should recognize the state, not just the university. 
 
Amendment carried unanimously.  
 
Senator Crooks said that going off of what senator Crupi said, even though it is a wide range of people 
now that it’s the entire state of public employees, most people aren’t doing dangerous work. You have to 
think about the dependent who just lost a parent, and fiscally that can be a lot of money, but also they no 
longer have a parent. Getting to go to college for free is one less stress for them, and we should support it.  
 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas; Senators Bond, Bradley, Chiu, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eshenbaugh, Feng, Green, Henderson, 
H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Kohelr, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, Urquidi.  
Motion carried.  
 

B. S.B. 84 -- An Act to Create The ASUN Civic Excellence Scholarship 
Speaker Teixeira said this was the bill that Director Rodriguez was talking about at the beginning of the 
meeting. 
 
Senator Urquidi moved to approve S.B. 84 -- An Act to Create The ASUN Civic Excellence Scholarship. 
 
Senator Green seconded.  
 
Senator Green said that there was no doubt in his mind about approving this bill since there has been a 
huge push recently for more civic engagement. GivePulse has been growing and the need for students to 
get involved to make their community a better place has been growing. Thought it was important to 
support this bill because it incentivizes students to be more involved and make civic engagement for 
frequent. 
 
Moved to amend the scholarship title to the “Amy M. Koeckes Civic Engagement Scholarship.” 
Senator Bond seconded.  
Amendment carried.  
 
Senator Jacoby said that a copy of this needs to be given to the Financial Aid Office for their records. 
 
Dr. Beattie said he already contacted them.  
 
Senator Crupi said page two line seven and page two line 11 had some clerical errors, and “whereas” 
needed to be changed. 
 
Senator Green moved to add “Amy Koeckes has made a difference in the quality of life and countless 
students and community members as her role of a student. Alumni and faculty at the University of 
Nevada, Reno, are wonderful and vibrant.” 
 
Senator Crupi seconded 
Senator Crupi said that he was adding the lines Dr. Rodriguez said. 
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Speaker Teixeira said it would be added to the second page, lines eleven and down. It would push 
everything down.  
 
Amendment carried.  
 
Senator Bond asked where funds come from. 
 
Senator Green said capital account.  
 
Senator Feng asked what made the scholarship different from the public service scholarship. 
 
Senator Green said it was the difference for civic engagement, which is clearly defined. The public service 
award only awards volunteerism. 
 
Senator Feng said yes, but an “unselfish act of involvement by the university students” could be anything. 
 
Senator Green said he could understand that, but there are already a diverse range of scholarship and this 
increases the diversity. It states in the wording how this is different. You have to be engaged in your 
community as well as show other kinds of volunteerism. 
 
Senator H. Jackson said that regardless of it being similar to another scholarship, they should vote on it 
because scholarships are great. Asked how the person would be selected. 
 
Senator Green said it would go to the financial aid selection committee. Will be a question on the general 
financial aid form that we all fill out for financial aid. It’s filled out that way.  
 
Senator Crupi said that on Feng’s point, agreed it overlapped on both scholarships but if they had the 
money and they saw the need for a new scholarship then they should give back to the students.  
 
Senator Duvall asked if will be written by the president next year or if it will have to go through the 
Committee on Budget and Finance.  
 
Senator Green said yes.  
 
Roll call vote 
Yeas; Senators Bond, Bradley, Chiu, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eshenbaugh, Feng, Green, Henderson, 
H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Kohelr, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, Urquidi.  
Motion carried.  
 

Senator Barragan entered the room at 6:38 pm. 
 
Senator Green said the differences are that this bill covers every idea of civic engagement, and the others 
do not. If you look at it, you can see that they describe civic engagement holistically.   

 
C. S.B. 84 -- An Act To Amend Candidate Debate Timeline 

Senator Jordan said that this was to create consistency in the SAS and to give the chair more room to 
schedule the debates for president and vice president. Currently it read that they must be held at least five 
business days before the general election and the vice president debates are required to be held at least two 
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business days prior to the general election. Will be changing them to read like senator debates. It will read 
“the president and vice president debate will be held at least five business days before the general 
election,”. 
 
Senator T. Jackson moved to approve C. S.B. 84 -- An Act To Amend Candidate Debate Timeline 
Senator Crupi seconded 
 
Speaker Teixeira said that to give a timeline about when this was written, it was written when there were 
not a lot of students on campus using a lot of rooms and so scheduling was not hard for the elections 
commissions, but now a large part of the Election’s Commission’s job was scheduling because there is 
limited space for events.   
 
Senator Crupi moved to amend page two line four to state: “business days prior to the commencement of 
the general elections,” instead because the way it was made no sense.  
Senator Bradley seconded.  
 
Dr. Beattie said that it said primary and general because you have separate dates. It shouldn’t be prior to, it 
should be within five days. Right now it says it has to be at least two days prior, but the way that lines up, 
that means you have to have it the Friday before, which may impact the candidates.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said the way it reads now, it would have to be five business days prior, or five business 
days before the election, which is a whole week before.  
 
Dr. Beattie he thought it was meant to be within five days of the general election. 
 
Senator McNeece said it should be within rather than to pushing it back even more time as a requirement, 
because when you have the debates so late there is a loss of momentum.  
 
Senator Crupi said that didn’t make sense to him since it didn’t read “within two,” it said “prior,”. At least 
two means you can go back as far as you want. 
 
Dr. Beattie said that the way scheduling works out is that the Monday for the last thee yeas never works 
out. They usually land on a Tuesday, which is the night before elections. This lets the election chair do 
that or go back to the Friday or Thursday prior. 
 
Senator Crupi asked if it currently said “at least two days prior,” to the general election, not within two 
days. 
 
Senator McNeece said that it was against the SAS to schedule for the 14th.  
 
Senator Crupi said as the SAS currently sits, it says two days prior. 
 
Speaker Teixeira said that it could be four days prior.  
 
Dr. Beattie said they could change it to allow the night before.  
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Speaker Teixeira said that the confusion now was that the SAS reads that it could be a couple days before, 
but he wants to change it to read “within five days,” so that if it does need to be the night before, it can be 
the night before.  
 
Senator H. Jackson said that as the legislations reads, it is changing it from the current two to five, which 
is more of a constraint on scheduling if you are talking about the five days prior to.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said that was a problem with the writing because that was not the intent. It needed to 
read “debates shall be held at least five days within the commencement of the primary and general 
elections.” They need to amend the amendment.   
 
Senator Crupi said that amending it would make scheduling more difficult rather than easier. It changes 
having months to do the debate to five days to do the debate. Asked what the purpose or thought process 
behind intentionally having it the day for rather than few days prior.  
 
Senator McNeece said that right now in the SAS, you need at least two business days between the general 
elections debate and the general elections. In the constitution it states that general elections has to be 
Wednesday, Thursday, of the week of March 15th. This year it happened to land on March 15th and 16th. 
So if we are following the constitution and the SAS, the best case scenario is that we have elections 
debates the Friday prior to general elections. The debate would be a week before, then people get excited, 
the weekend hits, then we have Monday and Tuesday where we lose that momentum and interest by the 
time voting comes. In the SAS right now, it says that we give at least two days prior between events. What 
he wants is to allow the elections chair to choose between five days prior, or within that. SO they can 
choose whatever day, five days within, to choose when to hold the general elections. If they wanted to, 
they could choose the literal day before like this year, or they can choose four or five days before so they 
have that flexibility to work with scheduling. It’s not a restraint, it opens up what they can do.  
 
Senator Crupi was not understanding his issue with the weekend. Especially now that the debates were 
recorded, that gives the public more time to digest it, especially when there is historically low turnout on 
the debates themselves. The senator debates are weeks before the election. It gives the body time to go 
over what happened at the debates. The scheduling restriction right now is disallowing you from two days, 
but he thinks that this is making it more difficult to schedule because now this disallows scheduling from 
20-some days, instead of just two. As it is currently written, you just can’t have it two days before. This 
makes it so you can only have it within the five days before with the amendment.  
 
Senator H. Jackson wanted clarification on the goal of this. Was it to ease the process for the election 
commission or to increase voter turnout. Those things seemed contradictory to each other. The inherent 
purpose of having the debates was to have students learn and then reflect on what they learned. Having it 
the night before doesn’t give students time to think about it. Provisions in the SAS were put in place for a 
reason, and we should consider why they were put in place in the first place.  
 
Senator McNeece said it was both. It helped with scheduling but it depended on how they looked at it. 
Thought they lost more people with those four days during that four day break because people get out of 
school Friday, hang out over the weekend, and by the next week they lose interest and just forget about 
the elections and what they learned. That’s why he implemented within five days, so that the next election 
chair can do whatever they feel is the best outcome. It also helps too because they try to scheduling it on 
Monday and they seem to schedule it on a Tuesday, and they would to go through this process anyways. 
They had Johnson moderating the event and would hate to have to change it. It was all about flexibility. 
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He wanted to work around their schedule rather than having them accommodate the debates. If we have 
the election Tuesday night, they still had two full days to vote after the debate. If they are able to pull it up 
while voting is happening, it’s a reminder for them to vote and they can do it right then and there.  
 
Senator Crupi said that with trying to do that, part of the concern was scheduling, why not just make this 
prior to the general election. Why specify 5 days. They could have it the day it is currently scheduled, or if 
the future chair thinks they should have it earlier for the students to digest, they could it then as well. That 
gives you inherently the most flexibility.   
 
Senator McNeece said they had to remember that they had primaries as well. If they back it up past five 
when they have primaries, they get into that territory. If they don’t have primaries and it’s more than five 
days prior, it will be way too soon. This keeps it lined up so that the primaries can happen as well.  
 
Senator Crupi said that if they did amend that so that it would be within five days, they must clarify it is 
the general debates not the primary debates. Currently as it sits, it says “debates,”. That means that 
primary and general would be within the 5 days. They need to specify which.  
 
Senator T. Jackson wanted to point out his issue with scheduling. The elections commission is enacted for 
almost a full calendar year before the elections date. He had almost a full year to schedule the debates. He 
didn’t think a scheduling issue would be appropriate.  
 
Dr. Beattie said he booked the inaugural senate meetings three years out. Whether or not they change it, 
they might find something for the room. McNeece started booking rooms in April. They were able to 
move the ballroom, because as you get close you start to see some changes. He can vouch that McNeece 
started right away. He could book rooms three years in advance as, but then as the administrator, he 
would be doing the elections chair job. You couldn’t do the presidential debates a month out, because it 
the primaries aren’t settled, you don’t know who will debate. There is one week to do the primaries. He 
understood the point of view of McNeece. 
 
Senator H. Jackson wanted to recommend to the table the legislation. The legislation has been confusing 
for them all and some of the clauses needed refining. Recommended sending it back to committee before 
they refine it. 
 
Senator Crupi asked Dr. Beattie if he had data related to voter turnout in relation to date of general 
election debates.  
 
Dr. Beattie hadn’t since he had been in the position for the last three years, and all three years it had been 
like before. 
 
Senator Crooks liked the bill and agreed with McNeece. Didn’t think students needed 5 days to digest a 
debate. On Saturdays and Sundays most students don’t talk about the debates and it does lose 
momentum. There as a thin range for when you can vote. Thought it would be beneficial to have the 
debates closer to the election. 
 
Senator Duvall asked if they could amend it to say “prior” to the general election, because then they still 
get flexibility and it has to be before the elections. 
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Senator Duvall moved to amend the amendment to state: I move to amend page two, line three to say 
“debates shall be held prior to the commencement of the general election.” 
 
Speaker Teixeira asked if she was just going to do general, because she didn’t specify primaries.  
 
Senator Duvall asked if it could be included in the same line.  
 
Senator Crupi said that if they only specified general elections, that would say that both debates need to be 
held prior to the general election. The one-week gap was already held outside of what they are adjusting. 
There would still be that one-week gap between the primaries and the general election.  
 
Senator T. Jackson seconded.  
 
Senator Urquidi asked Duvall to repeat the amendment.  
 
Senator Duvall said page two, line three will read “debates shall be held prior to the commencement of 
the general elections” 
 
Senator Crooks asked if it gave the elections chair freedom to have it basically whenever.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said yes. 
 
Senator Bradley thought they should send it to the committee and not even amend things at the senate 
table. 
 
Senator Jordan said that because McNeece scheduled the debate and Johnson, if they don’t pass it they 
were going to have to change it because of the dates.  
 
Senator H. Jackson said she agreed that was an issue, but didn’t think it was a reason to change the 
legislation. 
 
Senator Crupi said that was also a timeline thing. That was before this. The intent was before that action, 
this would not work ex-post-facto, this would go into effect next election cycle.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said it wouldn’t help anyone to put it back to committee.  
 
Senator Barragan moved to previous question.  
Senator Bradley seconded.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said they would vote on the amendment of the amendment. They are voting to end 
discussion on this amendment, and vote on the original amendment.    
 
Senator H. Jackson asked if voting yes to move back to the amendment would move them back into 
discussion. 
 
Speaker Teixeira said yes, they were not voting on the bill as a whole, just the amendment that Senator 
Duvall proposed.  
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Roll call vote for the amendment to change page two, line three to read “debates shall be held prior to the 
commencement of the general elections,”. 
Motion to move previous question passed. 
 
Senator Duvall repeated the amendment to the amendment: page two, line three will read “debates shall 
be held prior to the commencement of the general elections” 
 
Senator Urquidi moved to recess until 7:09 pm. 
Senator Green seconded.  
Motion carried; Senate will recess until 7:09 pm.  
 
Speaker Teixeira called the meeting of the Senate of the Associated Students back to order at 7:10 pm. 
Roll call: 
Speaker Teixeira and senators Bond, Bradley, Chiu, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eshenbaugh, Feng, 
Green, Henderson, H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Kohelr, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, Urquidi. 
Quorum was present.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said they will send this back to committee so they can discuss it further. They cannot 
discuss this further because it wasn’t fast-tracked since it didn’t hit a committee.  
  

 
18. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

A. WTF Nevada ASUN 
Senator Barragan said the legislation had been written.  
 

B. Senator Reports 
Senator Cook said he emailed Jim Fitzsimons and was trying to meet with him for next week.  
 
Senator Urquidi said he wanted to meet with dean at least one more time before his term ends.  
 
Senator Taylor said he was meeting with Wolf Shop with Senator Bradley and Senator Feng to discuss 
some things with them. 
 
Senator Chiu said the student cadets were working on a schedule, and she would do her best to work with 
Campus Escort.   
 
Senator Duvall worked with facilities on parking and safety. President will bring it up on his meeting. 
Contacted RHA for a recycling competing for April.  
 
Senator Macaballug wanted to meet with college of science one last time for to see if they can get signs for 
the other colleges. 
 
Senator Kohler will meet with clubs about the undergrad research forum to increase participation. Will 
rewrite legislation for the current legislation session. 
 
Senator Bond said seeing the new debate format was cool. Not much has changed from last week. She was 
working on redefining how many copies of agendas were needed to be more sustainable.   
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Bradley said talking with plastic bags for wolf shop and looking into new compensation changes for ASUN 
officers. The SNIFF committee met today and will be having their choosing on the winner in March. They 
will have more CABNR town hall. Working with associate dean to get the student advisory board up, and 
Packfit too.  
 
Senator T. Jackson decided to work with Senator Jordan on fix any rewording any committee chairs 
wanted. It was easier to do on one giant document like the Clubs and Orgs policy manual and the funding 
policy manual. If committee chairs had any changes, please send to him or Jordan and they will write it up 
in on legislation.  
 
Senator Crupi said he was writing resolutions related HR 5965, which was about firearms and HR 6164, 
which is related to LGBTQ centers on campuses. Going to be researching how far they went with the 
acronym to make sure they included the whole thing. Will see it at senate in two weeks.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said that going off the bill, he met with senators working on that in Carson. Will be 
helping them gather students to testify on behalf of the bill. Will also help give testimony. 
 
Senator H. Jackson said Sparks high school started an after school program called We Teach where 
students learn what it means to be a teacher so their can be future college of education students. Got in 
contact with program facilitators and will talk about how they can expand the program to other schools 
and get college of education students involved, which is exciting because recruitment is something they 
need to work on within the college. Also having a bill go through Nevada State Legislature about having to 
change the requirements for teacher licensure because of the shortages in Clark county. She had been 
talking to different college of education clubs on campus to get their opinion on that, and hopefully can get 
a resolution through by the end of the senate session. 
 
Senator Green said he was excited. He had ideas for Blue Crew for the upcoming game. Looked forward to 
working with Director Cole. They asked athletics pitch ideas. Other than that, majority of his time has been 
spent on the legislation. Amy doesn’t kwon it was passed tonight, they are going to put it in a frame and 
give it to her. It will be super cute, but it’s a secret. 
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that the resolution was passed, which was awesome. It was the first they have 
done out of 30, and seven others have been assigned. On Friday, she will help the college of liberal arts 
with their Nevada bound presentations and showing COLA students around. At the smart talk she went to 
it was cool to see different COLA students there. Wanted to thank leg affairs for that. Tomorrow is COLA 
student advisory meeting and she will attend. 
 
Senator Henderson looked forward to helping with the READ week event and some legislation changes. 
 
Senator Crooks said that after her announcement last week, some people talked to her about how to apply 
to be senator for the journalism school. She talked to them about how you apply, what your job is, and 
things like that. Was trying to get more students excited to apply.  
 
Senator Jacoby said there was legislation supporting sexual assault awareness, and he will work on that. 
Needed more date before giving a presentation. 
 
Senator Feng working with Director Rojas about the diversity study abroad scholarship. Waiting on the 
USAC office. 
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Senator Jordan said he was working on pack fit stuff and with his college, a cultural event.   
 
Speaker Teixeira forgot to mention was that tomorrow college of business is having an event form 12-1 at 
the student outreach center. They want advice on how to improve career services on campus. Will be in the 
career center in the college of business, which is on the same floor as the dean’s office. Wanted advice 
across campus. If interested come to him after meeting.  
 
Senator Smith said he met with potential college of business senators. Wanted to talk to Springmeyer about 
having Packfit in the Wolfshop. This is not like BLf where it’s a onetime event, it’s ongoing and he has 
been asked all the time about Pack Fit. He met with Henderson to write bills.  Doing research on campus 
safety and there are a few different things worth exploring for the community.  
 
Senator Barragan said that besides what he said last week, the bill for WTF Nevada should be on next 
week’s agenda. Working with his college, there is a lot of waste in the labs. Trying to incentivize lab TA’s to 
recycle all paperwork after their labs. There are at least 10 sections each week for four different and physics 
classes and general chemistry classes. It would be a substantial amount for recycling if they were recycled. 
Not too hard to do but it was easier to do something simple with greater impact than something more 
complex that won’t see as much of an impact. 
 

 
19. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Senator Green said Wolf Pack Reading week was next week. Wanted more volunteers. Athletics is taking their time 
but only four people signed up and most of them are students who found it by accident.  
 

20. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Dr. Beattie said the position for coordinator of special events and programming close. On Friday will look over 
applications this week and they will have candidates come over the next few weeks. Hopefully in April they will be 
able to replace Stephanie to advise programming.  
 
Senator Smith wanted to let them know that a lot of people walked by in the Pack Place and asked there the 
Keurig was. That was kind of his fault. Since they didn’t have cups and they put efforts into being sustainable, eh 
thought that the Keurig was the worst of the cause. Even the CEO of Keurig says he regrets making it. If they are 
in there, throw on a cup of coffee on there to get the hang of it.  
 
Teixeira said that k-cups are the worst thing to happen to environment. 
 

21. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting of the Associated Students of the Senate was adjourned at 7:25 pm.  


