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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
2. Speaker Teixeira called the Senate meeting to order at 5:35 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd Floor of the 

Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy. 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

4. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Teixeira and Senators Barragan, Blair, Bond, Bradley, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eshenbaugh, Feng, 
Henderson, H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Kohler, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, and Urquidi were present 
 
Senators Chiu was absent excused. 
 
Senator Green was tardy excused.  
 
A quorum was present. 

5. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
There are no minutes up for discussion at this time. 

 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Joan York is an Instructional Designer in the Office of Teaching and Learning Technologies. They support 
WebCampus and work mainly with faculty but also cater to students. She wanted to know how students were 
doing with the new system. They switched to Canvas from Blackboard and she had a few topics of interest. She 
created worksheets for them to fill out and she will pick up later. The main topic was to find out if students were 
happy with the switch and to see how students had taken to the new system.  
 
Senator Bradley thought students adapted well but professors are struggling more or just don’t use it. Students 
picked it up quickly. 
 
Mrs. York said they try to support professors and offer trainings.  
 
Senator Crupi agreed. There was a learning curve for professors. For engineering, many professors use their own 
websites but they are beginning to move away from that. Students like it and he has heard good things in general 
about it.  
 
Senator Eshenbaugh heard from students taking online courses that they liked the online feature that lists 
assignments and their due dates. Now they don’t look through syllabus to figure out what’s due when.  
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Senator Henderson heard the calendar feature is confusing for students for certain assignments. It is not 
conducive to each student. It’s great for whole class assignments but not for individual projects.  
 
Senator Bond noticed that some assignments for web-based courses have different dates and it has reminders for 
later dates but not the first part. She missed a few assignments because of that.  
 
Mrs. York said they will look into calendar. 
 
Senator H. Jackson said they needed to make it more interactive. Some periods take quizzes during class and that 
was a cool feature. 
 
Mrs. York asked them to write down any other difficulties or suggestions. The third topic was accessibility; she 
asked if anyone had heard anything about that.  
 
The body had not.   
 
Mrs. York asked if students had enough access to help for basic processes and for issues. sHe does a WebCampus 
welcome at the beginning of the semester but it has low attendance. They do handouts to support students as well.  
 
The body had no further input.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said they will collect the worksheets and Dr. Beattie will give them to her.  
 
Steve Smith was the chief information officer. His office looks at all IT across campus. He wanted to hear from 
them but also mention a few things. They all use the towers and systems, he wanted to know what areas to pay 
more attention to. One thing is the tech fee. The board approved an increase and they supported it. That will kick 
in the next fiscal year July 1st. To make sure they have oversight, they put together a student tech fee advisory 
committee and they have two members on the committee, GSA has one, a couple of faculty senate members, and 
general technology directors. They get together once a semester to tell them how they used the money and future 
plans. They then advise if they sound good or should rethink it. Their fees principally go to pay for tech in 
classroom and other infrastructure like computer labs. They were talking about WebCampus, another thing web 
enabled is doing a different interface for MyNevada. The feedback he had was that MyNevada was good but 
sometimes not intuitive to find a way through; it takes time to get used to it. They are looking at different 
interfaces to reduce the number of clicks and will be more like the app store with iPhones. They will do a pilot this 
semester to get input from them. Another thing that they do out of his office is secret student IT shoppers. They 
had 4 students go out and look at online systems and services they use. They worked criteria to evaluate them and 
then write down any experiences and rate them from 0-5, 5 being great. They looked at canvas and they only 
report to him and the findings are published on the IT website. They are also interested in any suggestions for any 
systems or services they wanted the secret students to look at. If anything, let him know and he will send them.  
 
Speaker Teixeira asked how they were doing with the bugs for the new Wi-Fi.  
 
Mr. Smith said they had a few bugs at the beginning. They switched to eduroam around the end of the semester. 
They left the old Wi-Fi for a time and then shut it down last week. It all goes through eduroam now. He can 
explain it. The main problem with it was that they had phones that would only connect to the old one. When they 
first converted, and shut down the old system, they had problems there. He checked with the Help Desk and that 
issue seemed to subside. He wanted to know about any problems. 
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Senator Crupi said the security protocol for any Linex machines does renew with the same security protocol and 
they need to sign in every time.  
 
Mr. Smith said it was his fault. They do poor job of Linex support on campus and should do more since they are 
research based. He will look into it.  
 
Director Charles said it was ironic that on the “Academics” tab on MyNevada, History and Academics was spelled 
wrong. And if you hit unofficial transcripts, speech pathology is spelled wrong.   
 
Mr. Smith will talk to the people responsible for that.  
 
Senator H. Jackson said that with MyNevada on safari, the back button doesn’t work. It takes you to the previous 
website.  
 
Mr. Smith said that was an issue with the software having browser incompatibilities. One campus from Indiana 
University was cool. He didn’t know if they had the same browser incompatibly. He will come back later to see if 
they could do a pilot group.  
 
Senator Taylor heard from some students that the Wi-Fi didn’t work in some areas and in others it would connect 
but there was no internet.  
 
Mr. Smith said that occurred with the changeover but he hasn’t heard much of that now. If they do have that let 
him now so they can track it down. They need to be as specific as possible as to where they need to reconnect or 
where coverage shrinks. 
 
Senator Blair had the problem today in Cain Hall.  
 
Mr. Smith said that many of the guys in IT are in Cain. Some buildings like Cain are like sets for science fiction 
movies since they are concrete buildings and that is the death of wireless. He was going to talk about that. They 
will have 100% wireless connectivity inside and outside. They are concentrating first in classrooms and in places 
that students congregate at. They are also working with residence halls to get those taken care of. Over break, they 
redid Canada hall. Some halls, like Nye, are concrete bunkers and for wireless that was difficult and expensive. It 
will be in all the other places but they still had some where they couldn’t get good reception. At the help desk, be 
as specific as possible. If not satisfied at the help desk, he encouraged them to get a hold of him. They can stop by, 
call, or email and he was all over it.  
 
Director Charles said she had a class in the Wells Fargo Auditorium and her professor told them not to bring 
laptops since they couldn’t get internet in there anyways. 
 
Mr. Smith said Wells should have good wireless. 
 
Attorney General Harris said he had a class in there and he got perfect reception.   
 
Mr. Smith said that sometimes, people blame IT when they had different agendas. 
 
Senator Bradley didn’t know if it was the way the system was set up but if walking across campus or if doing 
homework outside, the connection was nonexistent.  
 

Senator Eshenbaugh left the room at 5:56 pm. 
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Mr. Smith said they had not gotten there yet and that was a matter of cost. It was stupid to not have Wi-Fi 
everywhere but they are concentrating on interior areas and classrooms and where most people congregate. 
Students come first and second is the external areas and that was further down the list. They still had offices they 
needed to cover.  
 
Senator Duvall commented that sometimes when she logs into MyNevada, it takes them to the prospective 
students’ page to apply. She can navigate out of it but thought it was weird.  
 
Mr. Smith said he didn’t know why it took her there but they should let him know about those kinds of things. He 
wanted to make them aware that the university is moving forward to recognizing diversity on campus. One thing 
he can do for that is to make sure they use preferred names on all online systems. It was on people soft system and 
with learning management on canvas. They just got it enabled for SSC and doing inventory of all systems to put 
preferred last or first name too. It will take time for that. Last thing was there will be a survey coming out in March 
or April about IT to see if they are hitting all the right places and what places they could improve on. He wants to 
figure out where they should put their resources.  
 

Senator Eshenbaugh entered the room at 5:59 pm. 
 
Dr. Beattie said they needed to fil out those forms. Candidacy closed on Friday and campaigning started today. 
Please don’t wear anything to senate or committees. ASUN is a campaign-free zone; keep the integrity of the 
process in place. Don’t make people question the campaigns of elected officers. Students do watch them right now 
to make sure elections are fair. Currently, they had 38 candidates total and all colleges except Journalism had 
applicants. The new session will choose a journalism senator and it should be a lively election.  
 
Skylar Brown was the university president at UNLV. He looked forward to working with them at the next 
Legislative Session. They look at the resolutions passed during his time as president and as they present them to 
the legislature, he hopes they will meet with the senators from the nine colleges at UNLV. Together they can get 
some things done. When they pass something, it represents 23,000 students but together they can represent more 
than 40,000.   
 

7. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 
 There are no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

8. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 
A. President of the Associated Students, Brandon Boone 

President Boone said the hydration station legislation passed last week so he was working to get the money 
out to purchase everything. For the roundabout, he was working to get art; he was working on that. 
President Johnson has designed art for that and is now seeking student opinions. He will create a task force 
with him, Speaker Teixeira, VP Springmeyer, the GSA president, and about 6 other students. He was 
crafting legislation to set procedures for ASUN stoles and will add to the chief of staff’s duties. He will 
make legislation to make Best of Reno and Pack Friendly Businesses Campaign official duties of the 
Director of Campus PR. He received data about TEDx and with $15,000, they gave student discounts and 
sold 395 student tickets, more than 2016. They came up 100 short of the goal of 500 but the event took 
place during the break. That won’t happen again and they would have easily met the goal if students had 
been here. 8 of the 22 talks were posted on YouTube and they were the fasted videos to break records. 
Anytime they watch the video, they see their logo at the beginning and end. 
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B. Vice President of the Associated Students, Jacob Springmeyer 

President Boone read the report into the record: “Hello Senators. I hope you're all enjoying this week, as 
we once again seek to Beat UNLV. PackFIT is off to an incredible start so far. 37 hours into campaign 
launch: >115k reach to unique users, >215k impressions total, 191 posts by 147 unique users. I have been 
working with the PackFIT committee on the campaigns implementation this week as we officially launched 
Monday. Please be sharing posts from the ASUN accounts as well as making your own posts on how you 
are PackFIT. I am meeting with the Brand Ambassadors tomorrow morning to discuss the plan for the rest 
of the campaign and their impact on reaching out to our constituents. Next week, we will begin tabling in 
the EL Wiegand fitness center and will be passing out swag then. To those of you on the committee please 
check your emails tonight as I will be sending out another meeting invitation for Friday! Thank you and 
enjoy the game tonight!” 
 

C. Chief of Staff, Sebastian Atienza 
Chief of Staff Atienza said he had the opportunity to meet with the marketing team for the university. They 
are putting together a presentation to give to the president about the final outcomes of the brand 
committee meetings. They have been working with different marketing materials and have reached out to 
different high school councilors around the area to see how they can help students most and to see how 
faculty will react to the new marketing they will launch. He and President Boone will meet with the Student 
Persistent Research Office to review the audience they are trying to target with the sexual assault campaigns 
and events. Senator Bradley had himself also had 1000 stickers for It’s on Us. Programming did change 
their dates for Mackay Week so they Mackay Endowment Fund Gala date has also changed. He had the 
sweaters for the Oversight Committee in his office; the ones they were supposed to get before Christmas.  
 

D. Deputy Chief of Staff, Michael Upton 

President Boone read the report into the record: “Hey everyone. SNIF closes next Wednesday. I have all 
professionals lined up to review applications. Thanks to Senator Blair and Bradley for agreeing to join. If 
anyone else would like to sit on the review board please let me know within the next couple days. Meeting 
with Rachel Lucas, Sandy, and James tomorrow at 8 am to work on Rachel's proposal. As for Pack 
Friendly, I am in the process of getting businesses renewed online. Please contact me with any new 
businesses you would like to see as Pack Friendly. Campus Bike Committee hasn't met yet this semester, 
but I'll let you all know when we do. That's all, thank you.” 
 

E. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Brooklyn Lawton 
 

F. Attorney General, Cameron Harris 
Attorney General Harris said campaigning started off today. He wanted to deal with violations as easy as 
possible unless necessary. If they saw anything, please send him an email or a message. He met with Chief 
Justice Bruketta so he knows how to file charges now.  

G. Elections Chair, Steven McNeece  
 

H. Director of Programming, Casandra Hurdle 
 

I. Director of Blue Crew, Kevin Bezick 
 

J. Director of Legislative Affairs, Veronica Charles 
Director Charles said the luncheon went well. He thanked Senator Duvall since she had many people 
texting and emailing them. She wanted to remind them they had the first wolf pack smart talk coming up. 
It will be called Breaking the Borders and it will be in Schulich Lecture Hall. Refugees will speak about their 
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experiences. It will be a good session. They had two different people up for appointment. They should be 
excited for Leg. Affairs since they worked with the Nevada legislature to pick up the intern bill. She will 
bring more information as she gets it. 
 

K. Director of Diversity and Inclusion, Gabriel Rojas 

President Boone read the report into the record: “Just let everyone know that we are working on contracts 
for the speaker and that the event will be right at the end of everyone’s terms so I hope they will want to 
volunteer one last time” 
 

L. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Richard Long 
Director Long said Commissioner Tarr was going to be there to speak during his report but didn’t realize 
public comment was going to be so long. He was going to mention they will send the approved policy 
revamp tonight or tomorrow over the listserv. They can check it out. If they had feedback, questions, or 
suggestions, they can send them to Commissioner Tarr commissionertarr@asun.unr.edu. Secondly, he 
wanted to give more numbers from the funding hearing; they are rough numbers and he will come back 
later with more accurate numbers later. For tier 1, they gave $21,907, tier 2 $23,500, tier 3 $1000, tier 4 
$19,500, and tier 5 $2200. The total allocated was about $68,183; that puts them at good standing for the 
rest of the year.  
 
Senator Crupi noticed that many clubs have not updated their info. He asked if that was because of clubs 
or because of them. 
 
Director Long said it was both since it depended on the case. They saw many are in the middle of officer 
transition and that takes time. The biggest problem is that clubs don’t know that they have a form for that. 
Another thing was that the iLead Conference is planned for September 9th and club renewals begin March 
1st. 
 

M. Chief Justice, Samuel Bruketta 
Chief Justice Bruketta said he went to the candidate meeting last night to present. If they had any 
information on candidacies, please work with him or the attorney general. He was looking at setting up a 
retreat over the summer and working with the Boyd School of Law for a mediation training. They will also 
work with CSUN. Like Dr. Beattie said, they are the greatest excuse for him not needing to do anything. 

 
9. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES 

A. Chair, Committee on Academics-Senator Henderson 
Senator Henderson had no report. 
 

B. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance-Senator Feng 
Senator Feng had no report. 
 

C. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement-Senator Green 
Senator Green said everything was going well. His committee voted on its first piece of legislation last 
week and they will see that next week. It was the legislation about civic engagement excellence. He and 
Dr. Beattie were still talking to get some things finalized. Wolf Pack READ Week was going well. He 
asked President Boone to please come to the schools to speak but he said no and volunteered Speaker 
Teixeira. He was hoping Speaker Teixeira would say yes but he also wanted to look at Dr. Ellis. If they 
are free on that Friday, it was from 12:00-2:00 pm. They needed five officers from each organization 
and athletics was also getting ready to assign people. He didn’t want it to seem like they were giving up 
at the end of their terms.  

mailto:commissionertarr@asun.unr.edu
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Senator Bradley asked if he reached out to the interns.  
 
Senator Green said he originally asked Director Koeckes about a third school for the interns but she 
was working another program that brought schools here. He didn’t think they would be senators by 
the time Director Koeckes was able to make that program happen so he hoped the next session would 
take it on. Also, Senator Henderson got them their boxes for the book and supplies drive. Posters are 
up and looked cool; please spread the word. 
 

Senator Green left the room at 6:19 pm. 
 

D. Chair, Committee on Government Operations-Senator Jordan 
Senator Jordan said he reassigned people on his committee to their committees. They will not meet this 
week since he was waiting for a few things to come in. he wanted them to have meetings set up with 
chairs by this Friday and let him know.  
 

Senator Jacoby left the room at 6:19 and re-entered at 6:19 pm. 
 

E. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs-Senator Eshenbaugh 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that at their last meeting, Director Chalres presented on two pieces of 
legislation and they will be writing opinons on that. They will see them soon at senate once they get 
some things taken care of.  
 

F. Chair, Committee on University Affairs-Senator Bradley 
Senator Bradley said they needed to pick up their shirts and push people to take the pledge. 
 

G. Chair, Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness-Senator Blair 
Senator Blair said the two pieces of legislation on the table tonight were from her committee and she 
was excited for that. For the safe driving initiative, she never heard back so she was assuming that 
wasn’t going to happen. They were thinking of turning it into a safe pedestrian campaign. They had all 
seen many people cross the streets while on their phones or with headphones, not paying attention. 
She wanted to bring awareness to that as well since many people weren’t aware of that issue.   
 

H. Speaker Pro-Tempore, Hannah Jackson 
Senator H. Jackson had no report. 
 

I. Chair, Committee on Oversight-Speaker Teixeira 
Speaker Teixeira had no report. 

 
10. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no comments and announcements at this time.   
  

11. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 
There are no candidates up for discussion at this time. 

 
12. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 

A. The following nominations were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate on February 2ND, 2017: 
a. NOMINATION OF MAX LARNERD TO BE PROJECTS DIRECTOR FOR 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS.  
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Director Charles said max was their projects coordinator for this entire session so far. He has 
done an amazing job in taking initiative for their political chalkboard and also planned the 
legislative luncheon event. He was well versed in SEAB meetings and took on a VP position 
during their Rock their Vote event. He was always the first person to volunteer and created 
events all the time. He would be great for this positon since he had a great set of leadership 
skills.  
 
Senator Urquidi moved to approve Max Larnerd to the Office of Projects Director.  
Senator Bond seconded.  
 
Mr. Larnerd said it was with great pleasure that he sat before them today as the potential 
projects director. Over the course of the 84th session, he has become familiar with the goals of 
the Department. Through a number of successful events like Pizza Your Mind, Wolf Pack 
Smart Talks, and Rock the Vote Week, Legislative Affairs has not only informed students but 
also provided a platform for meaningful student discussions. Their most recent event, 
Luncheon with the Legislators, was a meaningful stride to make sure the voices of students 
were not unheard. He had no doubt these events could continue next year while also growing. 
He has found his place in ASUN and loved the Legislate Affairs department. He wanted to 
continue to grow the department and hoped for their vote.  
 
There were no questions; the body moved to discussion.  
 
There was no discussion.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Yeas: Senators Barragan, Blair, Bond, Bradley, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eshenbaugh, 
Feng, Henderson, H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Kohler, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, 
and Urquidi.  
 
Motion carried. 
 

b. NOMINATION OF SPENCER SHULTZ TO BE PROJECTS COORDINATOR 
FOR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS.  
Director Charles said Mr. Shultz was up for the projects coordinator position. He had a 
different kind of involvement with NSHE institutions and served as the president for TMCC. 
He was well versed in the department in terms of projects and legislation. He has attended all 
their open meetings and has been a great asset in details for their projects. He was by far the 
most qualified candidate that could have applied. They were lucky to have him here.  
 
Senator Bradley moved to approve Spencer Shultz to the Office of Projects Coordinator.  
Senator H. Jackson seconded.  
 
Mr. Shultz said he didn’t know he needed to give speech but he had a lot of experience with 
student government at TMCC. They were a lot smaller but they also had a big impact for their 
students. He really liked that UNLV had made their presence known tonight and he felt that a 
partnership with TMCC would be great. He took the time to familiarize himself with SEAB 
meetings, booking rooms, and things like that so that he can hit the ground running and make 
sure events run smoothly. Although he will stumble, he looked forward to figuring things out 
and hoped they could offer advice along the way.  
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Senator Bond asked if there were any TMCC projects he wanted to do here.  
 
Mr. Shultz said they bussed students down to Carson and had them testify for SB 227. They 
had a lot of little events here and there. He asked if she meant in general or for Leg. Affairs. 
 
Senator Bond said either or.  
 
Mr. Shultz said that as far as he knew, they had a lot more people and could cover a lot more 
ground. Every event he had seen was something he wished they could have done that at 
TMCC. The only event he could think of was something called Pasta with the President where 
the presidents of different clubs, the university president, and hopefully ASUN’s president 
could sit down in one room to talk about what would help clubs and students.   
 
Senator Eshenbaugh asked if he planned on continuing his involvement in the 85th session. 
 
Mr. Shultz said yes. He hoped to hit the ground running and was going to depend on Director 
Charles to figure out where he can help. He believed in getting students involved because they 
can make a difference and also believed that ASUN can make a difference on campus, in the 
community, and even nationally and internationally.  
 
There were no further questions; the body moved to discussion. 
 
Senator Urquidi thought that was a good improv speech. He was familiar with different 
aspects of the university.  
 
Senator Henderson thought it would be good to have a drastic perspective change.  
 
Speaker Teixeira asked President Boone to explain how interested Mr. Shultz had been in 
getting involved.  
 
President Boone said that before he even enrolled in classes, he hit him up to find out how to 
get involved. He was one of the first people he met and wanted to apply for Chief of Staff, 
director of Leg. Affairs, and Attorney General. He was a total stud and would love to have 
him.  
 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas: Senators Barragan, Blair, Bond, Bradley, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eshenbaugh, 
Feng, Henderson, H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Kohler, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, 
and Urquidi 
 
Motion carried.  
 
Speaker Teixeira swore in Mr. Larnerd and Mr. Shultz.  
 

B. Senate Committee Changes 
 

13. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 There were no veto messages at this time. 
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14. CONSENT AGENDA 
There was no legislation filed for the Consent Agenda. 
 

15. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 
There was no legislation to be considered under first reading at this time. 
 

16. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 
There was no legislation to fast-track at this time.  
 

17. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 
There was no legislation to be considered for referral at this time. 

 
18. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 

A. S.B. 84 -- A Resolution to Address the issue of a University Hard Waiver Insurance Policy  
Senator T. Jackson moved to approve S.B. 84 -- A Resolution to Address the issue of a University Hard 
Waiver Insurance Policy. 
 
Senator Bond seconded.  
 
Senator Blair said the bill originally hit a pass when Dr. Hug-English came in to speak about the university 
moving toward a mandatory system rather than an optional one. They did some research and found that 
most undergrad students don’t use the system and that it would but a financial burden on students. Dr. 
Beattie talked to some grad students and they said they had many issues with the system. She also talked to 
students who said they didn’t like it because even if you had insurance, it was hard to opt out of the 
university’s policies if your personal insurance didn’t cover as much as the university’s policies.  As a 
committee, they found they were currently not in favor of a hard waiver policy but they did want the 85th 
session to reconsider once more information was available. The attached addendum had questions they 
wanted to be added to the survey so that the next session would know how students felt.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said another thing they should take into account was that it was paid in a lump sum 
included in tuition and fees rather than month to month. It would be like adding approximately $1300 a 
semester to tuition fees. If an in-state student, that was about 2 classes or 6 credits. A student paying for 
college on their own or taking out loans might have to sacrifice those credits to pay for insurance.  
 
Senator Bond asked Senator Blair if were the questions were going.  
 
Senator Blair said they were addressing them towards the Office of Persistent Student Research. The 
questions wouldn’t be worded exactly as they are written. They just suggested these questions to avoid 
getting biased data.   
 
Senator Crupi pointed out the reason they were deferring the decision was because health care was in the 
air right now. It would be best left to the new session until new information was made available.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Yeas: Senators Barragan, Blair, Bond, Bradley, Cook, Crooks, Crupi, Duvall, Eshenbaugh, Feng, 
Henderson, H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jacoby, Jordan, Kohler, Macaballug, Smith, Taylor, and Urquidi  
 
Motion carried. 
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B. S.B. 84 -- An Act to Create the Director of Sustainability in Place of the Deputy Chief Presidential 
Aid 
Senator Urquidi moved to approve S.B. 84 -- An Act to Create the Director of Sustainability in Place of 
the Deputy Chief Presidential Aid. 
 
Senator Kohler seconded. 
 
Senator Bradley said that over the past few months, there had been talk that since the deputy chief of staff 
was already functioning like the director of sustainability, this made sense. Currently they work with the 
SNIF. The need was because even though they had a committee, much of the efforts for sustainability 
should be on one person to fully explore all efforts. She and President Boone did research for other 
campuses to see what kind of positions they had and what their duties were; they realized they were 
missing something like this. They wanted to get back on track and be on the same page as everyone else. 
This would essentially take away the committee on SSW; safety would go to University Affairs and 
sustainability and wellness would be for the new director. She and Senator Blair noticed there were a lot of 
overlap between the two committees and when they get down to it, University Affairs can encompass 
what SSW is doing now since it is more broad. The only two duties listed for the deputy chief aid was to 
oversee the iLead Program and the SNIF program. In the future, if the program was successful, it would 
go to the chief of staff since the position did get a pay raise. The deputy also has been working with 
external relations and that would move to the Director of Camps PR. The pay grade would be the same as 
deputy as tier 3.  
 
Senator Blair moved to amend page 2, line 19 to read: “Be it further enacted that SAS II.201.03.b. is 
amended to add 8) Oversee and execute the iLead Mentorship Program.” 
Senator Taylor seconded.  
Amendment carried.  
 
Senator Jacoby asked Senator Bradley if the Director of Sustainability would be able to hire his or her own 
assistant directors.  
 
Senator Bradley said that currently, no but it can be written in. they modeled it like the Director of 
Diversity. They looked forward to having assistants later but right now, they didn’t need them.  
 
Senator Jacoby asked if essentially, they were taking a committee of at least 5 people and condensing it 
into one person. 
 
Senator Bradley said this is different because the one person would be under exec whereas the committees 
have senators with other duties. The branches are different and have different roles. The committee this 
year has struggled with finding its place and his would help with the programming aspects of 
sustainability.   
 
Senator H. Jackson said the Committee on SSW was also a special committee, not a standing committee. 
This position ensured that there will always be someone to think about sustainability and make sure it will 
happen.  
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said SSW won’t be put away; it will become a standing committee eventually. She 
was not huge fan since thr deputy chief of staff had other duties. The deputy chief this year focused on 
sustainability but this could impede someone else from bringing their skill set. In regards to SNIF that was 
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in a trial period; it might not be funded every year. Along with Senator Jacoby, they take away the 
discussion of sustainability and put it on one person.  
 
Senator Henderson agreed with Senator Eshenbaugh. They should incorporate it into the position but not 
changing the name. It narrowed it more and more. If she was applying and saw the name of Director of 
Sustainability, she would think that she couldn’t apply because she was a public health major. Really, 
anyone willing to put in the effort could apply. She agreed that the title should be more open but include 
the responsibilities if SSW. 
 
Senator Blair said that in regards to Senator Jacoby’s comments, she did talk to Senator Bradley about 
incorporating the safety and wellness to University Affairs since that is what they do anyways. Having 5-6 
people to discuss this can be done. Take for example how the vice president has a committee for 
PackFIT. They would also have more flexibility. The committee on SSW has been pretty limited 
considering that Deputy Chief of Staff Upton has been attending sustainability meetings with other 
entities on campus.   In terms of Senator Eshenbaugh’s concerns, she thought that President Boone has 
already covered those duties by stating that they will be moved to other exec positions. Much of the 
redistribution will add more to the Director of Campus PR so it will be pretty well balanced out. They are 
beign moved to better places. Just changing the name doesn’t encourage people to apply. Like they saw 
with their new Attorney General, he wasn’t even pre-law and he still applied anyways. Some people can 
still go with it because they want to diversify.  
 
Senator H. Jackson said that especially with sustainably, they needed someone that specialized in that area. 
This way, they will attract people who are invested in sustainability so that the position is more meaningful 
and productive.  
 
Senator Crupi said that they needed to decide one way or another to make SSW a standing committee or 
create this new position. He did think the position would be the better route because the reallocation of 
the duties made sense. At the same time, the director of Sustainability could still meet with University 
Affairs like the Director of Leg. Affairs meets with Public Affairs. They can still have committee meetings 
to make that more efficient. However, he will be voting no for two reasons. The first reason is that the bill 
goes back and forth between referring to the positon as Deputy Chief of Staff and Deputy Chief 
Presidential Aid. The second thing is that it was dangerous to eliminate or change something without 
reallocating the responsibilities first.  
 
Senator Jacoby said that going off of Senator Eshenbaugh’s points, they stated that the VP has his own 
committee for PackFIT but that is one program; not a committee that worked with people like the VP 
and created a system of support. It seemed to him that University Affairs was taking on too much and 
later on down the road a need for a committee will come up.  
 
Senator Bradley agreed with H. Jackson about the special committee. They had seen SSW dong a good job 
but it would be better if they had someone in charge all the time. She obviously chaired the Committee on 
University Affairs and it was based on what they wanted to get done. It was not super structured like other 
committees in the SAS; they had the freedom to do whatever they wanted based on what the chair and the 
senators wanted. She really thought that the SNIF just needs someone to focus on it. That project got 
thrown onto the ASUN agenda and it’s been flopping around. They want to make sure it is utilized well 
since it has student funds being used.  
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Senator Bradley a statement from Deputy Chief of Staff Upton into the record: 
“Hey Senators.  
 
I apologize for my absence. Although I have thoroughly enjoyed being the Deputy Chief of Staff, 
there needs to be more focus specifically on sustainability efforts lead by an ASUN official. 
Deputy Chief of Staff pulls two large projects into one position and neither coincide with one 
another. A Director of Sustainability position would allow for more time dedicated to the SNIF 
and ensure it is a lasting program on our campus. This position can also work towards student 
awareness of sustainability efforts on campus. This could be shown thru a Sustainability Week 
that emphasizes both the progress we have made with Sustainability at the University of Nevada 
as well as provide insight to future sustainability projects. I fully support the legislation creating 
the Director of Sustainability and hope all of you do as well.  
 
Thank you.” 
 

Senator Blair said that in regards to Senator Crupi’s comments about not reallocating the duties, on page 2 
lines 11-13 they do move around the duties. To the other positions, they are adjusting that to make sure 
the iLead is continued. As the chair of SSW, they are limited because they didn’t want to overstep on 
other people’s duties. Deputy Chief of Staff Upton had the connections needed and went to all the 
meetings; the committee didn’t want to meet up with them since someone from ASUN already had it 
covered. They would see more action if they had an exec position for this. If they really were so concerned 
with safety and wellness, they can recommend the 85th session have a committee. Three different 
directions for the committee made it difficult for the committee to do anything since those directions 
didn’t overlap much. They were going in different directions.  
 
President Boone said that in regards to changing the name to Director of Sustainability, his original 
intention was to change the name to Director of Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness. After doing research 
with Senator Bradley, they realized that most universities had specific individuals dedicated to sustainably. 
The idea behind focusing only on sustainability was that if they had an individual focused on all three 
areas then nothing would stop the individual to from focusing on wellness and doing the minimum to 
maintain SNIF. Sustainability is huge on college campuses and right now, Nevada is behind. That is why 
they wanted to focus on only sustainability for this positon. The reason they put it through SSW was so 
that SSW can recognize that they should dismantle and allow one person to focus on all sustainability 
efforts. He has already had many people approach him with interest in this position. They will also always 
have CABNR students and CABNR students always love sustainability.  
 
Speaker Teixeira said that when they went to Boise State, they met three colleges with directors like this.  
 
Senator Crupi said that on those points, in reading through the sections that Senator Blair pointed out, he 
apologized. The lines did move the duties around and the SAS is very general, that is not the bill’s fault. 
He did think it should be more clear as to what is being separated to whom but that will be a growing pain 
that can be addressed in the future; just as they did with the Director of Diversity and Inclusion.  
 
Senator Bond asked Senator Bradley if there was a reason why they referred to the position as Deputy 
Chief of Staff and Deputy Chief Presidential Aid.  
 
Senator Bradley said that was a clerical thing in the SAS as well. She and H. Jackson talked about 
revamping that later on down the road to make it consistent.  
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Senator Henderson that the position was there to director projects and initiatives on campus. The 
committee should be there as a liaison to committees and to implement legislation that voices the 
concerns of students in regards to sustainability. They wouldn’t get that as much with a director since the 
director is not as influenced by legislation on senate. She could see having both. She wanted the director 
to be created but didn’t want to lose the committee’s perspective on writing legislation for the whole 
campus.  
 
Senator H. Jackson wanted to reiterate some points that Senator Bradley made. The first point was the 
large amount of overlap that the Committees on University Affairs and SSW had. This would be a great 
way to clear that up so that one person can focus on it. The other problem was that SSW had senators 
being programmers. She liked that Senator Henderson discussed legislation as a perspective but it is the 
job of the exec branch to create and put on events.  
 
Senator Jordan said that in the committee, they only had two pieces of legislation come through the entire 
year. One of the reason they didn’t have many resolutions was because they focused on putting on events 
and because each senator was focused on one aspect of the committee so they didn’t work together much.  
 
Senator Eshenbaugh said that with thing overlapping, that is why they had Gov. Ops. assessing the 
committees to separate duties and move things around. A second thing was that the overlapping was 
happening because the current Deputy Chief of Staff was so invested in SNIF since he started the 
program. A future Deputy Chief of Staff might not have the same interests and could focus on other 
things. Between the committees being realigned and a new person entering the Deputy Chief of Staff 
position, the confusion would be cleaned up.  
 
Senator H. Jackson agreed with Senator Jordan’s comments. She felt that the legislation that SSW dealt 
with could have easily been delegated to other committees. She felt that University Affairs was very 
versatile so they didn’t need to keep SSW around for legislation. As for Senator Eshenbaugh’s points, she 
thought that what she said was valid but sustainability efforts and the mentorship program are very 
different. They need to have someone focus on each respectively because people do have different 
perspectives and passions.  
 
Senator Crooks felt they should have this position because many other campuses were focused on it and 
they were behind. On the other hand, they should have the SSW committee be an extension of the new 
positon to see the potential of the committee. This way the committee can focus on legislation rather than 
being overwhelmed with the different aspects of safety, sustainability, and wellness.  
 
Senator Bradley said that the deputy chief of staff was created last year to essentially a second chief of 
staff; but now we’re seeing that the position wasn’t really needed. They didn’t need that position, rather 
they need someone who can focus solely on sustainability efforts.  
 
Roll call vote: 
Yeas: Senators Barragan, Blair, Bond, Bradley, Cook, Crupi, Duvall, Feng, H. Jackson, T. Jackson, Jordan, 
Kohler, Macaballug, Taylor, and Urquidi  
Nays: Senators Crooks, Eshenbaugh, Henderson, Jacoby, and Smith 
 
Motion carried. 
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19. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
A. WTF Nevada ASUN 

Senator Barragan was still working on legislation and will send it soon; later this week. 
 

B. Senator Reports 
 

20. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no comments or announcements at this time. 
 

21. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Dr. Beattie said they had great discussion and vetted out the issues; he loved it. He thanked the secretaries for 
doing audits. 
 

22. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Teixeira adjourned the meeting at 7:07 pm. 

 


