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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Henderson called the meeting to order at 4:09pm in the President’s Conference Room. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Senators Blair, Crooks, Henderson, and Urquidi were all present. 
 
Senators Crupi and Kohler were absent excused. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment at this time. 

 
4. MINUTES 

a) Minutes from October 6th, 2016.  

 

b) Minutes from October 13th, 2016 

 

 

Senator Urquidi moved to approve the minutes from October 6th and October 13th through 
unanimous consent. 
 
No Dissent. 
 
Motion carried. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

a) Senator Reports: 
 
Senator Blair 

She met with both senior editors and they already talked to Gov Ops to change the SAS so 
there are less specific details that hurt more than they help.  
Senator Blair said they have seen a lot of resubmissions for undergraduate research funding. 
The new rules would force someone to submit a paper if they received funding twice. This 
would increase the number of papers NSRJ has so they can produce two publications instead 
of one per year.  
Blair said Scott Mensing said it has been a problem because they wanted students to apply for 
research and funding but found it had been mostly the same students receiving funding over 
and over. 
Senator Blair suggested the Writing Center have classes to write abstracts and begin research 
papers. The students would have opportunities to practice orally defending their papers. 
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Senator Henderson said she is waiting for Senator Jordan to send who the Liaisons are so the 
committee can begin to write legislation because she doesn’t know how to write official 
legislation. Senator Henderson wants to start writing some legislation before the semester ends 
so they can begin the Spring semester editing the legislation.  
She said Senator Blair has good ideas and told her to keep talking to NSRJ and be ready to 
write up rules about receiving funding multiple times. 
 
Senator Blair mentioned that Nevada Bound is coming to the meeting to film for their 
promotional videos. 
 

Senator Crooks 
Senator Crooks asked who she is a liaison for. 
 
Senator Henderson informed that Senator Crooks is the liaison for the libraries on campus. She 
did not know who to contact so the first job is to figure out who in the libraries want the 
senate to talk to. She told Senator Crooks to reach out to the libraries so they knw the 
committee would like to help in any way they can. 
 

Senator Crupi 
 
Senator Kolher 
 
Senator Urquidi 

He said there was nothing new for his liaison but was going to help Senator Crupi with 
Engineering majors advising changes because his college has very poor advising resources. 
 
Senator Henderson told Urquidi to let the committee know if he or Crupi needed any help.  
 
Dr. Beattie suggested talking to Derek, Vice Provost for advising. He oversees all channel 
advising and is probably the best expert on campus. 
 

Legislative Intern Mehtaji 
He said he worked with Senator Crupi to make a list of all the advisors and their contact 
information to get in touch to schedule a meeting either before or after break.  
 
Senator Henderson told Intern Mehtaji to post his list on the committee facebook page so 
everyone can have the information. 
 

Legislative Intern Moreno 
She said she was working on fixing the weaknesses in the Travel scholarship. 
 
Senator Henderson said the senate budget was put on hold so the committee was not going to 
pursue the issue but when the budget gets reopened her work will really help. 
 

Legislative Intern Ung 
 
Senator Henderson 

She is still waiting on someone from Gov. Ops to come to the meeting and help with 
legislation. 



Committee on Academics 
September 15th, 2016 
Page 3 
 

She said she was happy with her committee and the work they have done. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Ways to support student academics  

Senator Henderson wants to find ways to promote students and academics as a whole. She 
asked the committee to consider what they can do to get students to help other students and 
encourage each other for success. 
The committee is a liaison for the faculty but the impact on students is limited. Senator 
Henderson wanted to find a way to reach out to students in a way that isn’t programming. 
 
Senator Crooks suggested working on ways to make it easier for students to enroll in classes 
and online difficulties in MyNevada. Her two biggest suggestions were to improve enrollment 
and financial aid in MyNevada because students have the most stress over those two aspects. 
 
Senator Henderson suggested creating a workshop of some kind that teaches students how to 
use MyNevada better. 
 
Senator Blair suggested the KC computing center or Orientation classes to help freshman with 
easily navigating MyNevada.  
 
Senator Henderson suggested a feedback program that goes directly to IT so online problems 
can be quickly fixed.  
 
Senator Crooks suggested adding advisor reviews like the course and professor reviews. It 
would increase accountability for the advisors because many students heavily rely on advisors 
for help. 
 
Senator Henderson liked the idea because there are so many students that use advising. 
 
Senator Blair said the Honors advising has a paper to fill out after advising meetings that ask 
how the meeting was and if it was helpful. She suggested other advising offices doing a meeting 
review form as well. 
 
Senator Henderson talked about an email she received after going to the writing center that 
asked for a review of her visit. She thinks a similar database would be good for advising. 
 
Intern Mehtaji said he will talk to Senator Crupi and ask if advisors would be willing to 
implement a review process. 
 

b) Finals Preparation  
Senator Henderson mentioned possibly working with the SS&W committee for ways to reach 
out to students and provide resources for success during finals. She said it would be something 
like pencils and post-its. 
 
Senator Crooks suggested getting scantrons, blue books, and pencils and put them in Pack 
Place to encourage students to study in the center for student engagement. 
 
Senator Henderson liked the idea and liked advertising for Pack Place as another place for 
students to study. She asked if the committee should do a campaign and tabling or advertise 
over social media. 
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Senator Crooks suggested advertising on social media and word of mouth. She suggested 
giving away coffee and donuts one day. 
 
Senator Blair also liked the idea and mentioned that next semester it could be more helpful to 
do a poster campaign. She suggested talking to Pack Place and ask how many people actually 
use Pack Place. 
 
Senator Crooks said she liked the idea of giving resources like scantrons that save students 
some money rather than stress balls and playdough.  
 
Senator Henderson liked that Senator Crooks’ idea directly helped students. 
 
Senator Blair suggested to table somewhere other than in front of the Joe to spread the word. 
 
Senator Henderson said some kind of student support for during midterms and finals could be 
added to the definition of the committee. She liked the idea of an academic support system 
aside from what University Affairs does for students. 
 
Senator Blair mentioned the PackFit yoga event that is being planned. She suggested talking to 
VP Sprigmeyer to try and merge the event with the Academics Committee 
 
Senator Henderson said until the next meeting to think about what can be added to the 
definition of the committee to help students directly. 
She will also talk to Dr. Mensing more about the community research projects. 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Senator Blair asked if the committee would meet next week or during finals. 
 
Senator Henderson said there would be a meeting next week because the week after is finals week. Next 
week will be the last meeting of the semester. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

Senator Henderson adjourned the meeting at 4:33pm. 
 

 


