
Committee on Government Operations 
Senate of the Associated Students 84th Session 

Minutes for Friday, November 4, 2016 at 3:00 pm 

Presidents Conference Room on the 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 
 

 
Posted at the ASUN Offices in the Joe Crowley Student Union,  
Frandsen Humanities Building, the Ansari Business Building,  
Mathewson- IGT Knowledge Center, 1664 N. Virginia St. Reno, NV 89503  
and online at www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Jordan at senatorjordan@asun.unr.edu.  
 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
The meeting on Government Operations was called to order on November 4th 2016 at 3:02 pm in 
the Presidents Conference room on the 3rd floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding 
Secretary, Brooke Hansen. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

 
Senators Bond, Feng, Jacoby, Jordan, Macaballug, Smith, Senator T Jackson, and Taylor were present  
 
Senator Duvall was tardy excused.   
 
Roll call for the Interns was taken. Interns Alvarez, Mall, Se, Billman, Thummel, and Martinez were 
present.  
 
Interns Alvarez, Canfield, and Smith were absent.  

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
The Interns who were not present at the last Government Operations Meeting introduced 
themselves. Intern Conner Billman introduced himself saying that he majoring in animal science. 
Interns Se and Martinez introduced themselves as well, along with intern Mall who is a Super Senior.   

 
4. MINUTES 

 
Senator Duvall entered the room at 3:04 pm.   

   
  Senator T Jackson approved the minutes for October 7th and 21st by unanimous consent  
 
  Motion carried.  
 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 
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a. Senator Updates on SAS Projects 

The senators who brought up issues during discussion about these chapters will give an 
update on the research they made. 
 
Senator Jacoby met with Bryan Fidelibus to go over different areas of campus escort and 
how they compared to sound and lights and other programs. Senator Jacoby said that if 
you look up campus escort under the SAS it is very vague, however they do have 5 
different positions that have specific roles that should be in the SAS for more clarity. 
Senator Jacoby said that Bryan Fidelibus will be sending him information pertaining to 
campus escort and that campus escort will look similar to the other programs that are 
contained in the SAS.  
 
Senator Jordan said that he spoke with Dr. Beattie about the Senators going over the 
programs and services that are delegated out to the professional staff.  
 
Dr. Beattie said that the services are constantly changing, for an example; he said that two 
years ago campus escort gave about 30,000 safe rides to students on campus, however 
last year they gave about 54,000. Dr. Beattie said that he would not go into detail about 
numbers of staff members and changes such as that, for it wouldn’t allow for the changes 
that need to be made. However, for government officers it is different for there needs to 
be 23 senators in order to make the government work, but in the programs and services, 
there is no need to make changes such as the number of staff members. Dr. Beattie 
explained that as the program grows and changes, you would have to close down campus 
escort until they meet the requirements of the SAS. Dr. Beattie gave another example by 
saying that the front desk will change the number of people that they have working over 
the year, so he said that he would be cautious when changing the SAS on those minor 
details. Dr. Beattie said that it is necessary for the government to have a President and a 
certain number of people, however with campus escort, you have people that need 
certain classifications, for example the drivers, and if you get too specific in the SAS 
about the drivers of campus escort and an extra driver needs to be hired, then they would 
be turning people down for the job because the SAS is too specific. Dr. Beattie said that 
in some cases it is good to be specific in the SAS, but in some cases it is good to be 
vague. Dr. Beattie explained that the SAS is like their Constitution because the 
Constitution doesn’t cover a lot and that the Constitution takes 2/3rds vote of the entire 
student population, so that is why the Constitution is only about 4 pages long and why 
the SAS is over 100 pages, because the SAS is much more easily changed.  
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Senator Jacoby told Beattie that under sound and lights in the SAS, it lists the specific 
jobs that are needed, however it does not list their specific roles and asked if something 
similar should be done for campus escort. Senator Jacoby also said that campus escort; in 
the SAS takes up only about half of a page and that it says the coordinator of campus 
escort, which is incorrect.  
 
Dr. Beattie said that yes, it is incorrect.  
 
Senator Jacoby said that he was looking at following the format of the sound and lights 
section of the SAS, however not providing a coordinator but a director of campus escort 
and providing what the duties of each campus escort officer does.   
 
Dr. Beattie said that he would have to think about that. 
 
Senator Jordan said that the Senators should keep the sections of the SAS vague and that 
they should keep that in mind when they are talking to the people within the different 
programs on campus.   
 
Senator Jordan then asked if Senator Feng had talked with Inkblot.  
 
Senator Feng said that he was going to talk with Inkblot that day after his budget and 
Finance meeting and that he doesn’t see there being much change. Senator Feng said that 
that their part of the SAS is very vague, with only one page, and he believes that Inkblot 
would want to keep it that way.   
 
Senator Jordan then moved on to Senator Duvall who was assigned with the sound and 
lights section of the SAS.  
 
Senator Duvall said that she could not find time to meet with someone about the SAS 
change for sound and lights, which takes up about a page of the SAS. Senator Duvall said 
that her goal is to have legislation for the Government Operations Meeting to approve 
the next time they meet, if there are any changes.  
 
Senator Jordan moved on to Senator Macaballug.  
 
Senator Macaballug said that he emailed Sandy Rodriguez and that there were a couple of 
revisions with the subsidiaries that needed to be done because there are three positions 
that are not mentioned. In terms of the Judicial Branch, Senator Macaballug said that 
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Chief Justice Bruketta wanted to make a big change to incorporate a new position within 
the Judicial Branch and that the specifics of this change may take a while.   
 
Senator Jordan asked if there was a time Senator Macaballug was planning on meeting 
with Chief Justice Bruketta.  
 
Senator Macaballug said that they had already met.  
 
Senator Jordan allowed Senator Bond to give her report on the Pack Provision Program. 
Senator Bond sent Senator Jordan a bill pertaining to the name change of the Pack 
Provision Program. Senator Jordan asked Senator Bond what other information she 
found out when talking with Director Sekigawa of the Pack Provision Program.  
 
Senator Bond then gave her report on about her assigned SAS project. Senator Bond said 
that the main change of the program would be the name. In the SAS it says Pack 
Provision Program which makes the program sound like a club. Director Sekigawa said 
that the Pack Provisions Program is an established part of ASUN and wanted a name to 
reflect that. Senator Bond said that a majority of the pack delegations within the SAS 
were incorrect so Senator Bond was working with the Pack Provision Program to go 
through the SAS and fix all the incorrect delegations. Senator Bond said that the title of 
Director Sekigawa in the SAS is vice President. Senator Bond said that that was really 
frustrated Director Sekigawa, so Senator Bond was working on an addendum to fix the 
errors found in the SAS.  
 

 
Senator Jordan allowed Senator Taylor to give his report on his assigned SAS project. 
Senator Taylor said that he spoke with Dr. Mencing that week on Wednesday. Dr. 
Mencing said that the majority of what was written in the SAS was not dealt directly by 
him, but by his editors. Senator Taylor scheduled an appointment with Dr. Mencing and 
his editors for the following Monday so that way they can go over the SAS and the 
undergraduate research grant to see if there were any revisions that need to be made.  
 
Senator Jackson then gave his report on his SAS project regarding Turbovote. Senator 
Jackson spoke with Director Charles of Legislative Affairs along with Dr. Beattie who 
gave some insight on Turbovote. Senator said that the section of the SAS that covers 
Turbovote is fine however there was a question about the budget about where exactly the 
funds from Turbovote were coming from. To Director Charles knowledge, the money 
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for Turbovote came from the Legislative Affairs account, however, in the SAS it says that 
the money came from the ASUN General Fund account. 
 
Senator Jordan asked Senator Feng where the money for Turbovote came from.  
 
Senator Feng said that he believes that Turbovote is funded out of the Department of 
Legislative Affairs. Senator Feng then said that that may be incorrect and that Turbovote 
may actually be funded from the Center of Student Engagement. At that moment, 
Senator Feng checked the records to see how Turbovote was being funded. 
 
Senator T Jackson said that what Director Charles said that she was going to reach out to 
President Boone since he has clear break down of the funds. Senator T Jackson said that 
he and Director Charles had been waiting on President Boone to get back with then.  
 
Senator Jordan asked Senator T Jackson what the SAS says about where the money is 
coming from.  
 
Senator T Jackson responded by saying that the SAS says that Turbovote is funded by the 
ASUN General Fund.  
 
Senator Jordan said that Director Charles also said that she wanted part A from section 4 
removed and asked Senator T Jackson if he would like to write a bill that would eliminate 
that section.  
 
Senator T Jackson agreed to write legislation that would eliminate part A from section 4 
of the SAS. 
 
Senator T Jackson asked Senator Jordan to repeat the section of SAS he would be 
eliminating.  
 
Senator Jordan said that the section is part A section 4 should be removed.  
 
Senator T Jackson said that he would look further into that part of the SAS and that he 
hoped to have legislation on it by the next meeting.  
 
Senator Smith gave his report on his assigned SAS project. Senator Smith said that the 
day after he was assigned his SAS project he emailed individuals who work in the Career 
Studio including Vice President Springmeyer and Elizabeth Loun and asked them if there 
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was anything that needed to be changed within the SAS. Senator Smith said that when he 
met with Vice President Springmeyer and Elizabeth Loun, they were not very familiar of 
the contents of the SAS, so there were no errors that came to their attention. Senator 
Smith however did speak to Vice President Springmeyer about the Pack Internship Grant 
Program, in regards to the credit load, by changing the requirement of the 15 credits to 
only 12 credits.  
 
After Senator Smith gave his report, Senator Jordan asked if Senator Feng had the case 
sheets available.      
 
Senator Feng said that the funding of Turbovote was not under the account of Legislative 
Affairs and that he had not found the case sheets for the Students of Center Engagement, 
however he did believe that they are the ones funding Trubovote. Senator Feng said that 
the Center of Student Engagement pays for general things that the Center of Student 
Engagement uses.  
 
Senator Feng asked Senator Jackson that if he wanted to check with Sandy Rodriguez, for 
she could give him the correct answer regarding the funding of Turbovote.  
 
Senator Jordan said that the funding in the SAS can be amended instead of just striking a 
section of the SAS.  
 
Dr. Beattie said that he was looking through the legislation that went through regarding 
Turbovote and that the past few years Turbovote had been funded by Legislative Affairs. 
Dr. Beattie said that they have a line of $2,500 for voter initiatives but was unsure about 
the specifics of why Turbovote was funded.  
 
Senator Feng said that that line of money hadn’t been spent.  
 
Dr. Beattie said that Michael Ausbun, the former Director purchased something out of 
last out of last year’s budget in June and right before July hit, it switched, which means 
the money went away.  
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Senator Jordan told Senator T Jackson that he should find out where the funding of 
Turbovote is coming from.  
 
There were no further updates at this time.   
 
 

b. S.B. 84 An Act to Amend the Tom Davies Book Scholarship 
 
Submitted by Senator Jacoby 
 
Senator Jacoby introduced the bill, An Act to Amend the Tom Davies Book Scholarship. 
Senator Jacoby spoke with Mrs. Hayes at the Financial Aid Office and Dr. Beattie 
mentioned that the Tom Davies Book Scholarship currently limits the recipient of the 
award to only purchase textbooks, however there is no way to monitor, or enforce the 
rules. Senator Jacoby explained that the legislation would remove the restrictions on the 
award because the rules are not being enforced. Senator Jacoby said that the scholarship 
was still available however the legislation would remove the word “book”. Senator Jacoby 
then asked who Tom Davies was.  
 
Director Beattie said that he was the Director of the Book Store and that the scholarship 
was meant to honor him.  
 
Senator Jacoby said that by removing book, Tom Davies name would still be kept in the 
title and that the book store would still be given funds. The conditions that the 
scholarship must only be used for books and the prevention of fraud section, which 
stated that the manager of the book store shall implement and publish regulations to 
make sure that the scholarship will be used for books, was to be removed. There would 
be no regulations enforcing the rule that students must use the Tom Davies Scholarships 
for books only, if the bill were to pass.  
 
Senator T Jackson moved to recommend favorably An Act to Amend the Tom Davies 
Book Scholarship 
 
Senator Taylor seconded the motion.  
 
There was discussion on the bill at this time.  
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Senator Duvall asked why the bill was originally written the way it was.  
 
Senator Jordan responded by saying that he believes that since Tom Davies was the 
Director of the book store, he wanted students to continuously use the book store, and 
the bill was present in order to still honor him, without regulating how the money for the 
scholarship was being used.  
 
Dr. Beattie said that ASUN used to run all of these scholarships and they were 
comfortable using the honor system, were now the office of scholarship runs these 
scholarships and these scholarships are regulated and mandated by the federal 
government, making it hard for them to go by the honor system. Dr. Beattie explained 
that the wolf shop became more than about books and that once a scholarship is given, 
the office of scholarships have to make sure that the money is being used towards what 
the scholarship allows for.  
 
There was no further discussion 

 
The legislation was moved into a vote  
 
All senators were in favor of the legislation 
 
The bill, An Act to Amend the Tom Davies Book Scholarship was recommended 
favorably.  
 
Senator Jordan said that he wanted to talk to the Senators about his intern emailing them, 
and wanted the senators to know that he was not trying to make any animosity or make 
any power move, he just wanted his intern to be involved with the things that he does. 
Senator Jordan said that if any of the Senators have any issue with it, then they should 
talk to him.   

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. New SAS Assignments  

The Committee will discuss new sections of the SAS to review and revise.  
 
Senator Jordan said that there is one thing that was pointed out to him, and asked if 
Senator Smith if he wanted to take care of it since he had no current assignments. Senator 
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Jordan said that in Title 4, chapter 401, section 5c, he would have to add per semester 
instead of per year.  
 
Senator Smith said that he would make the change. 
 

 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
  
 There was no public comment at this time.  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

  
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 pm.   

NOTES. 

Unless otherwise marked by an asterisk, all items are action items upon which the Senate may take action. ASUN 
supports providing equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and 
accommodate physically handicapped persons desiring to attend the meeting. Please call the Speaker of the ASUN at 
(775) 784-6589 in advance so that arrangements may be conveniently made. 
 
 
 


