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If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Blair at SenatorBlair@asun.unr.edu.  

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Blair called the meeting to order at 3:18 PM in Conference Room 405, 4th floor of the Joe 

Crowley Student Union 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

Senators Barragan, Blair, Cook, Crooks, Duvall, Jordan and Macaballug were present. 

 

Senator Bradley was absent excused.  

 

Legislative Interns Mah and Billman were present. 

 

A quorum was present. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  

 

4. MINUTES 

There were no minutes seeking approval at this time. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Fall Safety Forum 

Senator Blair said she wanted updates on everyone’s contacts and if they have responded 

otherwise they need to decide if they are going to push the forum back to the 18th. 

 

Senator Crooks said she had a meeting with Megan Pepper yesterday. She can’t make the 

event if they have it on the 4th but she is interested in going if it is on the 18th.  

 

Senator Macaballug said RHA is confirmed for November 6th.  

 

Senator Blair said it was always the 4th.  

 

Senator Macaballug said it is for whatever this Friday is.  
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Senator Blair said to follow up with them so that they know it is the 4th. She asked if they 

would be interested in doing it the 18th.  

 

Senator Macaballug said that no matter what, they are going.  

 

Senator Cook said Jake Thomas is going to get together with his contact at Uber and get 

back to him. He told him that it was on the 18th.  

 

Senator Duvall said she reached out to Campus Escort but she hasn’t received anything back 

from them. They have a large work force and she is personally friends with many of them. 

She is sure that they can get at least one representative from them at the event.  

 

Senator Blair said she reserved a room for the 18th but she had to do it a little bit earlier so it 

will be at 5:30 PM-7:45 PM because the Knowledge Center closes at 8 PM. The only way to 

get a good room on the 18th was to go through the Knowledge Center. Bookings at the Joe 

are getting increasingly harder to get, especially at the later times. 

Senator Macaballug asked if it was from 5:30-7:45PM. 

 

Senator Blair said yes. It will be in room 305.  

 

Senator Crooks said she doesn’t get off until 5:00 PM. 

 

Senator Blair said that was fine.  

 

Senator Macaballug said he is on duty that weekend.  

 

Senator Blair asked Senator Duvall and Senator Jordan if they still wanted to head the forum 

if they do it the 18th.  

 

Senator Duvall and Senator Jordan said yes.  

 

Senator Blair said she thought they should move it to the 18th. She asked if everyone was in 

agreement on that.  

 

The committee said yes.  

 

Senator Blair said that sounded like a better option because they still need to hear back from 

people. She asked Senator Barragan if he got any word back from the mayor.  

 

Senator Barragan said he hasn’t gotten any response from them. He may not have the right 

contact information for her so he was thinking that he should just email the city of Reno to 

try to find someone who is in charge of that portion. He isn’t sure why he hasn’t gotten any 

response.  

 

Senator Blair said that was fine. She asked Senator Barragan if he heard them talk about 

changing the event to the 18th from 5:30 to 7:45 PM. It will be in room 305 in the 

Knowledge Center.  
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Senator Barragan said he would have to check his calendar but he will most likely be there.  

 

b. Senator Reports 

Senator Blair said some committee members were looking into their own projects. They 

could report on those now.  

 

Senator Macaballug said he got into contact with Chris Partridge, Rachel Lucas and John 

Hegel. Mr. Hegel gave him some rough numbers but he will get with him to get specifics on 

that. It looks like they are doing pretty good overall with their conservation efforts. They 

have lowered their electricity usage to coincide with the city’s electricity grid effort. They 

have changed their ways so that has helped the school a lot. He will have his intern start on 

all of that.  

 

Senator Blair said she is going to start looking at lighting on the north side of campus. She 

will be out of town over the weekend so if anyone needs to contact her, texting is a good 

option.  

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discussion of Hard Waiver Insurance 

Senator Blair said that they came up with questions last week but she hasn’t sent those to Dr. 

English yet because Senator Henderson went to the Hard Waiver Insurance meeting today 

and she wanted to see if they would answer any of those questions first. She talked with 

Senator Henderson about those questions. They don’t want to be pushing too much at Dr. 

English without knowing what is going on. They should also assign research topics to 

everyone so that they can start getting that done. They wanted to finish this all up before 

November 30th so that they can report to the Senate. She asked if anyone was interested in 

any aspects of the insurance.  

 

Senator Jordan said he was interested in which schools have this insurance and how it works 

for them as well as exactly how they go about using it.  

 

Senator Blair asked if he would like to do that research. She said those schools also have 

their own medical facility. She asked if he would want to look into that too. 

 

Senator Jordan said yes. He asked if she meant medical facilities or hospital systems.  

 

Senator Blair said they were the same thing.  

 

Senator Duvall said she had a question about what groups of people might have a more 

desperate impact with this insurance.  

 

Senator Blair asked if that would be on our campus. 

 

Senator Duvall said yes.  
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Senator Blair said many people wanted them to look at the undocumented students as well 

as the low income students too. That also relates to the other question of how many 

students use Medicaid. She asked if Senator Duvall also wanted to look that up. 

 

Senator Duvall said she can look into that. She said someone else can look at the other 

resources that are on campus for people who want to look into getting Medicaid. That is a 

separate issue.  

 

Senator Blair asked if anyone wanted to look up what resources are available to help students 

get insurance that is outside the university. 

 

Senator Macaballug asked if Senator Blair could email her that.  

 

Senator Blair said yes. She said they also need to look into which students on campus are 

already using university insurance. She said that Senator Duvall was just going to look at who 

would be affected by the loss of it.  

 

Senator Duvall said she was looking into who would be affected by the gain of a hard 

waiver.  

 

Senator Blair asked if anyone wanted to look into how many students currently use 

university insurance.  

 

Senator Duvall asked if they even offered it. She thought it was just for the Graduate 

Student Union.  

 

Senator Blair said there is a university insurance. Senator Green said he had it because he 

does sports on campus. She thinks you can buy it through the university.  

 

Senator Crooks asked if it was already put into the student fees. They have a fee that allows 

you to go to the Health Center on campus as long as you are taking the minimum number of 

credits. 

 

Senator Blair said that is just for the Health Center, not for insurance. The Health Center 

will do a basic checkup, give flu shots, give free birth control and condoms and you can 

always go to them with any questions. For the insurance, that is for if you break an arm and 

you need an x-ray or you need bloodwork done. You either need to have your own 

insurance or a university insurance. One of the benefits of the university insurance is that 

they do all of that stuff in-house. You don’t have to send in anything for the insurance. You 

also get lower, maybe even non-existent, copays if you have the university insurance and you 

go through the Health Center. That would be a benefit to it. Student fees only cover basic 

services. She asked Senator Cook if she would look up how many students have university 

insurance.  

 

Senator Crooks said yes. She asked if they would tell them that information.  
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Senator Blair said if they asked a general question they would be fine with it. They don’t 

need to ask specifics, like what students have it. If need be, when she presents her 

information, she can say who has that information that would be willing to help the 

committee. Maybe they could just handle that research and they could later hand them that 

data. They can even do a presentation so the committee has a better idea of where to go with 

this. Another thing they should be looking at is what universities used the hard waiver and 

failed and ended up getting rid of it. She asked Senator Jordan if he also wanted to look into 

that. She said that he is looking at who moved to hard waiver already.  

 

Senator Jordan said that he would if he can find anything. He is not sure how he would go 

about that.  

 

Senator Blair said they can leave that question for right now and they can see if that 

information comes up in people’s research. The next question is what would be the copays 

and deductibles. That is something they need to send to Dr. English because it is not really 

something they can do on their end. The other is what the best estimate would be for the 

pricing for the students. They can also look at other university programs because she is not 

sure how they could get a good pricing. They could just look up in the pamphlets what the 

graduate students pay. She can come back with some of that information.  

 

Senator Crooks said there is some information about the insurance online but there are not 

many specifics.      

 

Senator Blair asked if there were any other specifics they wanted to look into that haven’t 

already been discussed. At this point, this is just preliminary research to see where they are as 

a university as well as how this would impact students. They would also see what they would 

get out of it. She doesn’t know long term, what it would cost students and if they could get 

that funded. This might be in other departments.  

 

Senator Duvall said the only things they can consider as part of this resolution are not things 

they can research. Questions like what it would cost for the students should come from the 

provider. Also questions like how the nation will be changing in the coming months is not 

something they can look into at all.  

 

Senator Blair said they can research some of the current trends such as what insurance looks 

like in Nevada. When you go on the exchanges, some of those may not transfer between 

states so if you have insurance through California, it may not cover you completely here in 

Nevada. That is also something they should look into. They should look into what is a safe 

insurance in Nevada if they turn down the university hard waiver insurance. She asked if 

someone wanted to research that. She asked Senator Cook if he could do some. 

 

Senator Cook said yes.  

 

Senator Blair told him to look at the exchanges or find if anyone has done research on 

predictions for what insurance is going to look like in the next couple years in Nevada. With 

administration changes happening soon, that may not be totally accurate. That stuff is 

affected more by state government.  
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Senator Cook asked if she just wanted predictions of future insurance.  

 

Senator Blair said yes. She said to also look at if the insurance from the exchanges transfers 

to other states and how good it actually is.        

 

Senator Duvall asked if they should look at the copays and other things the university 

currently offers. 

 

Senator Blair said she will look into the current ones.  

 

b. Discussion of Future Legislation and Events 

Senator Blair said she knows they already covered some things that they want to do but they 

can discuss them now.  

 

Senator Duvall said Senator Blair had talked about parking. She looked at a flow chart of the 

parking around campus and there are five people who do parking services. She asked if 

Senator Blair wanted to contact them.  

 

Senator Blair said yes. She will update on that next week to see if they have anything in the 

works or to see if they can get better lighting up there.  

 

Senator Crooks said she didn’t know if anyone noticed but some of the crosswalks have 

lights and some don’t. She is curious why some have them and some don’t.  

 

Senator Jordan said the lights usually go in a location that has had something happen there 

and they are then considered problem areas.  

 

Senator Crooks said that seemed weird and it doesn’t really seem to make sense.  The one 

light by the dorms has so much walking traffic and it doesn’t have a light.  

 

Senator Blair said that has been researched and the problem why they can’t have the light 

there is because there are already many street lights at that area and city ordinance states that 

you can only have so many lights in one area. There are also differing jurisdictions in there as 

well. That is a complex issue which is why it got dropped but they can pick it up again. This 

is always brought up. 

 

Senator Crooks said that prevention is better than just waiting for something to happen. She 

asked why they don’t put in the lights before something happens. 

 

Senator Duvall asked if that was on Evans. She looked the other day and she thought they 

had fixed all of that and put lights at all of the cross walks.     

 

Senator Blair said that was on Sierra Street. Evens is on the other side of the university. 

When they were thinking about doing the lighting on Evens, they were waiting to see what 

would happen with the new bus stops. That is something that they can also check up on to 
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see how the lighting is on Evans because that was an issue last year.  She asked if anyone 

wanted to look into that.  

 

Senator Duvall said she just emailed Jacob Boult and he said they had a resolution pass 

about that but it was the end of their term and they didn’t have much follow up because of 

that. They will just have to contact Facilities but she is not sure which department would be 

in charge of that. As soon as they figure that out, they can send them an email. A number of 

those streets are both city and state streets. Virginia is a state street because it goes all the 

way through the city. 

 

Senator Blair said it used to be the old interstate. Worst case, they can write their resolution 

aimed at the city of Reno and have the state resolve their jurisdiction issues. That is 

something they can bring up to Public Affairs. Even if they can’t get the lights on the 

sidewalks, if they get the jurisdiction issues fixed, that helps future people trying to work on 

that area. It is a great thing to bring up because safety is something they really like to focus 

on.  

 

Senator Crooks said she doesn’t like driving by that area every single day.  

 

Senator Blair said another thing to consider is the amount of people that live in that area. 

That includes the freshman in the dorms. Some of those people are new to Reno and won’t 

know that they have dangerous spots in that area so this conversation is relevant.  

 

Senator Duvall asked if Senator Macaballug still wanted to look into the carpooling.  

 

Senator Macaballug said yes.  

 

Senator Duvall asked if they would go through the same person. She was thinking 

Transportation Services and they could maybe invite themselves to one of their meetings 

because they seem to have a lot of issues with transportation.  

 

Senator Blair said it depends on what they want to do. If Senator Macaballug wanted to meet 

with them, that would be more constructive instead of having them come to a committee 

meeting. They may just watch and not say much or they may take up the whole time and say 

a lot. 

 

Senator Macaballug said he would just have a meeting with them.  

 

Senator Blair asked when they should have the meeting done by.  

 

Senator Macaballug asked who would be going to that.  

 

Senator Blair said she can go with him if he wants. She was going to let him do that. 

Carpooling is a mix of Parking Services and Facilities but Facilities would be more lighting. 

It might be easier just to have him and Senator Duvall.  

 

Senator Duvall said she would go. 
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Senator Blair said to coordinate that between the two of them within the next three weeks. 

Thanksgiving is in three weeks so they will not be having a meeting then.  

 

   

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 PM. 

 


