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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Blair called the meeting to order at 3:21 PM in Conference Room 406, 4th floor of the Joe 

Crowley Student Union 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

Senators Barragan, Blair, Bradley, Cook, Crooks, Duvall, Jordan, Macaballug were present. 

 

Legislative Interns Mah and Billman were present. 

 

A quorum was present. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  

 

4. MINUTES 

There were no minutes seeking approval at this time. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Fall Safety Forum 

Senator Barragan said he emailed the City of Reno to try to get in contact with the mayor. So 

far it was unsuccessful. He thinks he may have her personal email so he is going to contact 

her personally. He just has to look through a bunch of old emails to find hers. He will let 

everyone know if he finds it today.  

 

Senator Macaballug said he needs to confirm with RHA but he is pretty sure they are going 

to be there.  

 

Senator Crooks said she reached out to Megan Pepper but she didn’t respond so she is just 

going to give it to the Fraternity and Sorority Life office. 

 

Senator Bradley said she talked with Senator Chui about what they were thinking of doing 

with Police Services. She will get together with her again to figure out exactly what they want 

to do.  
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Senator Duvall said Campus Escort is right next to their offices so she will check with them 

tonight.  

 

Senator Jordan said it was concerning that the event is on Friday and not many people have 

responded. They are pretty big entities so it isn’t just a matter of yes or no.  

Senator Blair said that was true. The event is not this Friday but next Friday, November 4th. 

The reason it is on Friday was because it was hard to book a room that would hold more 

than twelve people. They can push it back again if the committee prefers trying to get the 

November 11th day instead. She asked if that was a holiday. 

 

Senator Bradley said it was Veteran’s Day.  

 

Senator Blair asked if Thanksgiving was the 18th. 

 

Senator Barragan said it was the 24th. 

 

Senator Blair said she can try to get something the 18th if the committee feels there is not 

enough feedback. She said she would do that.  

 

Senator Duvall asked if they could quickly brief the interns about the event because they 

weren’t at the last few meetings. 

 

Senator Blair asked if Senator Duvall would like to brief them since she is heading the 

forum.  

 

Senator Duvall said no because Senator Blair was the committee chair. 

 

Senator Blair said she was just asking. She said that the idea behind the Fall Safety Forum 

was to have different entities on campus focus on one safety project. When they were 

brainstorming a couple of weeks ago, they thought of having a nightlife forum for when 

students want to go downtown for the bars and concerts. They can tell the students where in 

downtown Reno safe areas are. They could also have a safe driving series. That is kind of 

what they wanted for the forum but they didn’t want to plan the entire event. The different 

clubs and organizations can put out their ideas of what they would like to see. Senators 

Duvall and Jordan were going to head the forum because she will be out of town for that 

unless they do move it to the 18th.  

 

Senator Jordan asked if they could set a deadline for the organizations to respond and if they 

don’t have a lot of responses by that day, they can push it back.  

 

Senator Blair said that since Friday is already a holiday, Thursday doesn’t give people enough 

time to email back. She says that if by Tuesday they still don’t hear from people, they can 

decide then to change it. That would be the 1st.  

 

Senator Macaballug asked if they would push it back if all of them don’t respond or if only 

half don’t answer by that point. If they do an all or nothing thing, it would be hard to get 

everybody. 
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Senator Blair said it would probably be half but at this point, no one is confirmed. Everyone 

has maybes. It is looking like they will probably have to push it back but they have Tuesday 

at the latest because they all have their assignments that are due tonight or sometime 

tomorrow so hopefully that will give them a better idea of what to expect. They could always 

evaluate the situation tomorrow night to see how any people they got answers from.  

 

Senator Jordan said they can do it all the way until the next meeting on Wednesday.  

 

Senator Blair said that was true. That only gives two days if they need to cancel it and they 

need to contact people in that time to tell them. She thinks it would be okay if they are 

willing to cancel on Wednesday. She just wants to respect the club’s schedules.  

 

Senator Barragan said they would be giving them a 48 hour notice and those who wouldn’t 

get the memo would be the ones who didn’t answer in the first place so they wouldn’t care 

regardless. 

 

Senator Blair said she will try to book a room for the18th at about 6:00 PM. They will also 

bring up the issue next Wednesday to see if it will go through for Friday.           

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discussion of Hard Waiver Insurance  

Senator Blair said last week the committee discussed the Hard Waiver Insurance and she 

wanted everyone to come up with guidelines of what the committee wanted to see done with 

that. They had discussed sending a guideline to Dr. English’s office for their research to see 

what they would like to see before they make any decisions.  

 

Senator Duvall said she wanted to make sure that they are not specifically affecting the 

student population. They need to see the current statistics of students who have insurance 

such as car insurance and Medicare as well as those who don’t have insurance. That is the 

most important data that they could get.  

 

Senator Jordan asked how much the insurance will be utilized and to what extent.  

 

Senator Macaballug asked what universities tried it and failed.  

 

Senator Jordan said they talked about the UC schools having their own hospitals. He asked 

how many schools that use this have their own hospital networks. He suggests that they look 

at other colleges as well.  

 

Senator Crooks asked about the copay and deductibles.  

 

Senator Blair asked that with all of the questions, what would they be able to find themselves 

and bring to Dr. English.  

 

Senator Barragan said he thinks they should do research on their own and get their own 

answers and then let Dr. English get her own answers and compare the two. 
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Senator Blair said she can send Dr. English an email with all of the questions. She asked if 

they wanted to give her a deadline to answer them by. She was wondering if they could set it 

by next week.  

 

Senator Jordan said it is Dr. English’s thing and if she wants to do it, then she will respond 

in a timely manner and if she isn’t really ready to talk about it then it isn’t one of her 

priorities.  

 

Senator Blair said it is not fully what their priorities are but the committee needs to take a 

stance on this as well. If they think it is important for the students, then they should not just 

wait for her to do her research or to see what her department is going to do. They need to 

decide what they are going to do for the students.  

 

Senator Barragan asked if the end of November would give her time to get back to them and 

it would also give them time too. By December, they would have the information they need.  

 

Senator Blair said that would be a month and a half.  

 

Senator Crooks said that once they get the information from Dr. English as well as when 

they collect their information, that is something that they can present in Senate. They can 

then collectively decide on the issue because it is so important.  

 

Senator Blair said they can present their findings to the Senate on November 30th which is a 

Wednesday. Whatever Dr. English would like in those findings, she can give to the 

committee the week before. They can discuss it the 23rd as well as their committee meeting 

before Senate. The deadline for the committee’s information could be the 23rd.  They will 

have some time before they have to present to the Senate. 

 

Senator Duvall asked if they are going to be doing a survey through Webcampus.  

 

Senator Blair said they can figure out the questions like what other universities have the 

insurance plan and what other schools have hospitals on their own. The information like 

who this would effect on campus would be the long term questions.  Dr. English probably 

can’t get that information by November but they can use what information they currently 

have. When they present what they have in November, they can say that they want to find 

that information out later. They need to figure out how they want to start doing that process 

and figuring out how that would affect the student body.   

 

Senator Crooks said she doesn’t know how they are going to do all of this by the night 

before Thanksgiving because everyone will be gone already.  

 

Director Beattie said on November 23rd, Speaker Tiexiera will not be holding a Senate.  

 

Senator Blair said that the 23rd would be for their meeting deadline so that they could 

present at Senate on the 30th. That gives them a week to polish the information that they 

have and decide what they want to send to Senate. 
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Senator Bradley asked if that meant that the committee was going to meet on the 23rd but 

Senate is not.  

 

Senator Blair said they don’t have to meet if the committee doesn’t want to.  

 

Senator Bradley said she would prefer not to.  

 

Senator Blair said Senator Crooks won’t be able to be there. She asked if anyone else didn’t 

want to meet.  

 

Senator Barragan said he booked a flight that Wednesday so he can’t make it.  

 

Senator Blair asked if anyone would want to meet Monday or Tuesday of that week or if the 

committee would prefer to have the deadline the week before.  

 

Senator Barragan asked if that would be the 16th. 

 

Senator Blair said yes.  

 

Senator Bradley asked if this was really something they need to bring to Senate. The role of 

Senate is to do resolutions like they do in the committees and they would write the 

resolution and then send it to Senate to talk about it in discussion there.  

 

Senator Blair said she wants to bring it to Senate just to update them on what they are doing 

and to tell them that they may start moving this to a resolution but they are stuck and ask for 

suggestions. It would not be to have a full conversation on the issue. She wants to see if 

others have any ideas for this so that they are not the only ones deciding on it. It is a big 

issue but they can wait until they write the resolution to bring it to Senate.  

 

Senator Bradley said that Senator Blair could update the Senate in her report at the meeting 

but it doesn’t need to be a full Senate conversation because there is a lot of people at that 

table. 

 

Senator Blair said she didn’t want it to be a full conversation but she wanted to talk about 

what they wanted to bring to the Senate and what their suggestion is moving forward. 

 

Senator Macaballug said that even if they are not going to present this to Senate, they still 

need to find the information.  

 

Senator Blair said it is important information and they need to figure out what they want to 

do with it. She asked if the committee would rather do it by the 16th.  

 

Senator Crooks said she thought it would be helpful if, before Senator Blair sends out the 

email, she brings it up in her update and asks the questions. That would close the gaps so 

that they can write the resolution without having all of the unanswered questions.  
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Senator Blair said she can do that tonight at the Senate meeting. 

 

Senator Bradley asked if Financial Aid could cover health care if a student doesn’t have it 

yet. 

 

Senator Blair said that was one of Dr. English’s main arguments but that was the argument 

against mandatory health care if you are an undocumented student because you don’t 

necessarily have Financial Aid. That’s why it was brought up to have a different pool for 

those undocumented students.  

 

Director Beattie said it is important to look at how many eligible students the school has. It 

may be something like 44%. He has to look at the exact number. That means that there are 

that many families that are making $30,000 or less per year. They know that many people 

that are eligible in this area, based on the demographics of Reno, are okay with the program 

because they are not incurring debt to do that. Only one in four that are eligible get the full 

PEL. The people who are eligible come from cultures that are diverse. Instead of going into 

debt, they will leave college and go out and save up money to go back to college before 

taking Financial Aid, especially in the amounts of $1,500 a semester. He asked how much the 

students pay a semester. He was thinking $3,000 to $4,000 for in-state students.  

 

Senator Barragan said it is about $4,000.  

 

Director Beattie asked what the percent increase would be if they added $1,500 to the 

already $4,000. He said it would be over 25%. That is a huge increase. Looking at these kinds 

of things is important and economics shows the price of elasticity of demand. The price of 

elasticity of demand on tuition is that for every dollar raised for the cost of college, how 

would that impact enrollment? That is what they need to fine tune. The number of 

undocumented students on campus is probably a small number, maybe around 300. After 

that, they would have to find out how many students would have to pay for this mandatory 

insurance versus how many students are actually utilizing it. Maybe around 80% of students 

are on their parent’s insurance in some way. He said he could be wrong and that number 

could have changed over the years. When the committee talks about gathering this data, 

these are all different numbers that they will want to look at. If only 200 people on campus 

will be using this, then they will be negatively impacting 300 undocumented students that 

would possibly drop out. That is a cost/benefit analysis that they need to talk about just so 

these 200 students can access this insurance. He’s not sure what all the numbers are and they 

can’t make an informed decision without all of those numbers. 

 

Senator Barragan said he thinks they can still find these figures but as for him, he feels that, 

based on the information he already has, he does not feel this initiative is needed. He does 

not see himself supporting this initiative. He can still go out and find the figures, but unless 

he finds something that will change his mind, he will not support this initiative. He wishes 

everyone had access to insurance but you inconvenience so many more people then it 

benefits and those people who may benefit from it may not necessarily use it or even want to 

pay that amount. It is a weird situation for the university but also the nation is going through 

the same thing as well. All three presidential candidates have talked about how they want to 
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redo the healthcare in this country. He would have to put out a resolution or any legislation 

for something he isn’t sure is even going to be viable in the next couple months.  

 

Director Beattie said there is a flip side because he put forward some random numbers of 

students. The committee could find out that it is going to affect 25 undocumented students 

and there really is 500 students who may want access to the insurance. That paints a different 

picture. The numbers do matter and right now, they don’t know what they are. Pushing 

something through at this point, without having all the information, is a terrible idea. 

Turning it down right now is also a terrible idea. He has some personal feelings about why 

undocumented students should be here and why he wouldn’t want to see anything put in 

place that would prohibit that because it is one of the greatest things that the state of Nevada 

does. An undocumented student that gets an education and makes a million dollars in their 

lifetime is going to pay $300,000 in taxes. That is worth a $20,000 investment. If there was 

another outlet where he could invest $20,000 and make $300,000, he would invest every 

time.  

 

Senator Barragan said to Director Beattie that he agreed to everything that he has said. He 

said that with the upcoming election, healthcare is always a huge topic in this country that is 

always shifting. He asked if it would be wise to push this through just for the whole 

healthcare system to change.  

 

Director Beattie said that if Senate wanted to push a piece of legislation like this through, 

they know that if Trump gets elected, the insurance goes away. He is a privatized guy. If 

Hillary gets elected, she has aligned herself with Bernie and she likes Obama so it is probably 

going to stay.  

 

Senator Barragan said Clinton said she would revamp healthcare.  

 

Director Beattie said it will probably not be her first piece of action. Maybe she will. He 

doesn’t know her plan. It looks like they are planning on dealing with education costs before 

healthcare. They often change their plan when they are elected into office so that may not be 

the case. That is just the natural order of things. They could write the legislation to say that 

since it is in alignment with what is current, if it passes and the current government changes 

then they can write another resolution to say that they don’t support it. That is the ability of 

adding more legislation. Things do change. One Senate may say that they want the students 

to have a 3.25 GPA to apply and the next year, Senate might say that it took a big crash and 

people can’t get in. They could also say that it prevents Nevadans from going to school here 

as well because the top 10 percent from every other state are coming here. Senate could 

change their stance based on these outcomes. That is why constitutions have the ability for 

amendments. You sometimes have to change and rewrite things.  

 

Senator Blair said she will polish up the question so that she can present them in the Senate 

meeting tonight. By next week people need to start thinking about what they would like to 

research. It would be great if everyone on the committee took one aspect that they could do 

a little bit of research for. At the end of their term when they have all of their research, they 

can pass it to the next Senate to decide if they need to. She asked everyone to bring any 
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research they would like to see to the next meeting. She said she would send all of the 

questions to Dr. English by tomorrow.   

 

b. Discussion of Future Legislation and Events 

Senator Blair said she knew some senators had some personal projects that they wanted to 

work on.  

 

Senator Macaballug said the two main things that the committee have been focused on were 

the safety event and the wellness event as well as public safety. The committee should shift 

to on-campus changes and the first thing they can do is look at the school’s outputs. This 

includes carbon and electricity output. They can’t do anything about it right now until they 

have the information they need. They can go through Facilities for that information. He 

asked if that is something they could do as a committee.  

 

Senator Bradley said she was sure they have a paid staff member who is in charge that type 

of thing.  

 

Director Beattie said he doesn’t know his name, but he knows who Senator Bradley is 

talking about. There is a man in charge of making the campus greener.  

 

Senator Blair said she can contact that person.   As for the Sniff, Rachel Lucas is bringing in 

people so she is not sure if they are going to do their own impact analysis.  

 

Director Beattie said Rachel Lucas will be dealing with that person first. 

 

Senator Blair said she will also talk to Rachel to see if she would like to be in on something 

with the committee too.  

 

Senator Bradley said Michael Upton will have the information for the green person. She has 

been looking at some other things that universities do in regards to sustainability. At a lot of 

other campus’, living on site is a big thing throughout all four years where here it is not. 

Students tend to live on campus the first year and then they get an apartment because the 

cost of living here is lower. A lot of things that work at other universities might not 

necessarily work here because of that reason. It is interesting to look into what is going on at 

other universities. The UC thing that Speaker Tiexiera talked about had some really good 

ideas in it as well.  

 

Senator Macaballug said they could use the information to know where the university is at 

currently. He asked if Chris Partridge was going to know that information with regards to all 

of the buildings or just the Residence Halls. 

 

Senator Blair said they can ask them what they know and what they are looking at. They can 

go from there with what they want to do with that. He asked if Senator Macaballug wanted 

to take over that project or if he wanted her to do it first.  

 

Senator Macaballug said he could do it.  
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Senator Blair asked if he also wanted to talk to Rachel Lucas and figure out the carbon 

emissions. 

 

Senator Macaballug said he already talked to Chris Partridge. 

 

Senator Blair said she thought Senator Macaballug said that Chris Partridge was new. She 

said she will also talk to the environmental club because she knows that they wanted to apply 

for the Sniff once it reopens. She is curious about what their project is that they came up 

with at their meeting last week. They might be able to get some of their help with the 

project.  

 

Senator Blair said that a piece of legislation that she was thinking they could do would be the 

lighting for the north campus parking areas. It is too dark for people walking and for the 

people who have their cars there. It is also bad for driving if you don’t know where you are 

going up there. She has noticed that it is hard to see which parts are parking spots and what 

parts are the driveway. They need to see if there is anything in the works for that such as 

changing that by adding LED lights. If not, they should write a resolution for that.  

 

Senator Duvall said she remembered that Jacob Boult passed a resolution last session about 

adding safety lights and this is sort of in the same category.  

 

Senator Blair said they will do some research about that this week and then make an update 

at next week’s meeting.  

 

Senator Macaballug said they could look into reducing their electrical output. Once they get 

the information they need, there are many things they can do for that. There is a device that 

can be attached to vending machines that turns off the lights in them until they are being 

used. The software puts the machine in standby.  

 

Director Beattie said he thought they had a contract with Pepsi for the entire university so 

they probably provide those machines. This might be as simple as writing a resolution that 

asks Pepsi to provide greener vending machines on campus. He said that the man who holds 

the environmental position at UNR is named John Sagebiel. 

 

Senator Barragan said there is a 2014 document that has a detailed analysis of UNR’s energy 

consumption. It is 114 pages long. He has read it and it goes super in depth. He will send 

that out. 

 

Senator Macaballug asked if that included Peavine and PSAC as well.  

 

Senator Barragan said it was for 2014.  

 

Senator Jordan said he was just looking at dates for Health Week. In the committee they 

talked about doing it during spring break. There was a big pole. Spring break is March 18th so 

Friday the 17th would be the last class. He asked if they were thinking Monday through 

Thursday. He was thinking Monday February 27th through Thursday March 2nd. That is 19 
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days before spring break. March 6th is the next Monday. Teachers will probably be having 

their midterms that week.  

 

Senator Blair said she favors the February date better. That gives enough people time before 

spring break. Director Moore brought up that they want people to start thinking about 

working out more, especially with spring break coming up.  They want to give people 

enough time to have that Pack Fit mentality. The Pack Fit meetings happen right before 

their committee meetings at 2:30PM somewhere in Pack Place and it is a committee on the 

Pack Fit campaign. Vice President Springmeyer is the head of that. The committee can sit on 

that if they want. She is going to look into scheduling part of their room time to be the Pack 

Fit and then expand their room time so that it may be right before every week. She will keep 

them updated.  

 

Senator Macaballug said that another thing they can improve on is carpooling to school. He 

knows that some of the problems they have had in the past had to do with the liability and 

lack of volunteers. To make up for that, they could do a specific parking lot for people that 

carpool.  

 

Senator Duvall said they already have carpool parking in the West Stadium garage. 

 

Senator Blair said she doesn’t know if they still sell those passes. Those were a few years 

back. Last year some students complained that they didn’t have that. That was only a couple 

of people so she’s not sure how widespread that was.  

 

Director Beattie said they have the parking spots but it is only about eight spots a level. With 

21,000 students, there could be room for more of those spaces. 

 

Senator Macaballug asked if people would just decide to carpool together so they would go 

pick up a pass or if they have to assign a driver to pick up the pass.  

 

Director Beattie said he believed it was the first one but he is not sure if that was just for 

faculty or not. It is not someone saying they will be a driver and then they would get 

assigned people they do not know.  

 

Senator Macaballug asked if that would be something they can do. If they started that 

program, it would be tied to their committee.  

 

Senator Blair said he should contact Parking Services for that and then see what the status is 

for it. They could start seeing how feasible that would be. She asked if Senator Macaballug 

would like to take on that project. 

 

Senator Macaballug said he would like someone to help him. 

 

Senator Crooks asked if the rest of the committee thought students would actually be 

interested in doing that sort of thing. She personally doesn’t want to be in a car with 

someone she doesn’t know.  
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Senator Blair said that was true but it might be enough of an incentive if they gave out 

cheaper parking passes for it.  

 

Senator Crooks also asked how the passes are enforced. She could go in with three friends 

and get a carpool pass but how would anyone know that she was driving those friends. She 

is not sure how they would be able to tell if all of the carpool passes were being used for 

that. Some people might just try to get them cheaper and maybe try to sell them.  

 

Director Beattie said he noticed that the spots are always empty. 

 

Senator Duvall said they can instead look at the system and see if they need to change 

something that is already present.  

 

Senator Blair said she agreed. They should not speculate until they have more information.  

 

Senator Bradley said they could maybe run data on where the students live. It might be too 

invasive though. A lot of students live right by campus and they get their rides from the 

shuttles. She knows that a lot of people at The Summit don’t take the shuttle and they buy a 

parking pass. She said they can try to encourage them not to buy those passes and take the 

shuttle. They can investigate why they do that. Because so many people live right here, this 

might not be as big of an issue as they think it is.  

 

Director Beattie said one thing cities do about transportation is they work out deals so that 

students can show their I.Ds so they get tickets for cheap. When he was a student, showing 

your I.D. could get you on the bus for ten cents when it was $1.50 for a normal commuter. 

Busses here are about two dollars. If he was a student, he wouldn’t take a bus for $2 each 

way. That is expensive. In a college in the Bay area, they added the passes on to tuition at a 

discounted rate and every single student could ride for free just for showing their student 

I.D. It greatly increased traffic from poorer neighborhoods to that community college. They 

can explore many things like that too.  

 

Senator Blair said they can assign a senator to that next week after they get more 

information.  

 

Senator Macaballug said they should start stepping away from events. As a safety committee, 

they shouldn’t have so many programs.  

 

Senator Blair said the forum is more of a programming thing to see what other groups are 

doing and to connect with then, not for them to program.    

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Senator Blair said everyone has their assignments so they need to do those by next week. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:59 PM. 

 


