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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Speaker Teixeira called the Committee on Oversight to order at 4:04 pm in the President’s 

Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy.  

 

2. ROLL CALL 

Speaker Teixeira and Senators Blair, Bradley, Eshenbaugh, Feng, Green, H. Jackson, Henderson, and 

Jordan were present.  

 

A quorum was present.  

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  

 

4. MINUTES 

There are no minutes to be heard at this time. 

 

5. REPORTS 

a. Secretary of the Senate 

Secretary Godoy introduced the new secretary who was there to observe the meeting. Points 

memos will be at senate.  

 

b. Speaker Pro-Tempore-Senator H. Jackson 

Senator H. Jackson said that the syllabus was made and was pretty set in stone but if they 

wanted to look it they can. She will have copies at Senate but can send it as well. She planned 

on doing a committee workshop on the 16th. Usually, committee chairs come in and discuss 

what they do and what each committee is about. She wanted to see if they wanted to 

something different for the workshop.  

 

Senator Bradley asked if they could split it up. Last year, they had people take a long time. 

They could have half the committees one week and then the other the next and they could 

do activities. Instead of only them talking, they could also do lessons.  

 

Senator H. Jackson said her plan not to have one person talk the whole time. She wanted to 

have lessons on the 16th for bills/resolutions and committees. She also wanted to have 

Director Charles come to talk about ASUN’s legislative agenda for the upcoming session. 

She would love to have them be involved in different aspects of the curriculum but she 

specifically referring to teaching about committees.  

 

Senator Henderson asked if they could make a cool music video that explained the parts and 

what they do and then they would have it for the rest of the year.  
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Senator H. Jackson liked having different activities for each committee. She asked them to 

brainstorm and find ways to be on different committees. They will sit on different 

committees but her goal was to have them all learn about all the committees.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said they could have them come in individually.  

 

Senator H. Jackson said that was hard since the application got extended so much so that 

they had limited time. She wanted to stretch it out as much as possible but also had to take 

into consideration the most important stuff.  

 

Senator Eshenbaugh wanted something more interactive. She asked if they could do a 

mingle event with nametags and the interns must go around talking to someone from each 

committee.  

 

Speaker Teixeira asked if they could do speed dating. When he was intern, right after senate 

the senators stayed in their seats and the interns went around the table seat by seat to meet 

all the senators. Right after they got to pick their mentors and what committees they wanted. 

 

Senator h. Jackson said that was part of the mentor selection process which was earlier in the 

process. She really liked that idea.   

 

Speaker Teixeira did not know of the nametag since it took away from the conversation. 

They are afraid when they first walk through the door but he wanted them to ask more 

questions. If they know the committees then it would take away from the conversation.  

 

Senator Eshenbaugh said the mentor selection process was before the committee workshop. 

She asked if it would be beneficial to have interns paired up with senators sitting on the 

committees they wanted to sit on as well.   

 

Senator H. Jackson said it was complicated with scheduling. Usually they try to pair mentors 

with people they would work well with and that they liked. They will be doing projects so 

the pairings worked in different ways. It was hard based on college or committees only since 

some degree of preference was involved. She added that Senator Jordan and she wanted it to 

be based on the relationship of the individual and the senator since that is where they get the 

real experience. If they had any ideas on holding senators accountable, please let her know. 

She didn’t want it to be her talking the entire time. A big part of it was learning about ASUN 

and how it functioned but she wanted to make sure they got experience.   

 

Senator Bradley thought that they should have a weekly meeting. Encouraging them to do 

that would help and keep them accountable and that is also when they can go over 

questions. When she was an intern, she saw the internship as more than just ASUN things. 

They see them as guides and role models. 

 

Speaker Teixeira said they can do that during office hours to help with time commitments.  
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Senator H. Jackson thanked Senator Bradley, she liked that idea. For individual intern 

updates, they will be updating her on meeting times for when they meet with senators. For 

projects, she wanted them to do a specific project. She asked them to think of a project they 

could do, whether it is legislation or an initiative.  

 

Senator Green asked if interns did their own projects like how Leg. Affairs and 

Programming interns do their own events.  

 

Senator H. Jackson said it was in the original plans but because of limited time, things were 

cut. When she was an intern she did. She talked to President Boone about doing a 

presentation on No Walls and then find an idea for them to do; but then they would only 

have 2 weeks to really implement their idea. Based on how the schedule is set up, she would 

rather prefer they do individual projects because of time constraints.  

 

Senator Bradley asked if they talked about meeting in the spring. It was only a fall program 

traditionally but she wanted to keep meeting in the spring for some guidance on the 

campaign process. If they wanted to, they can keep the meetings or doing projects.  

 

Senator H. Jackson said that she explained to the interns that the internship was only for this 

semester but they could meet informally in the spring. They can work during the spring on 

things like platforms. She knew that many of the interns that join are not sure if ASUN or if 

Senate was something they were interested in so giving them the option to leave in the 

spring was good. They can still go to committee and Senate meetings during the spring.  

 

c. Chair, Committee on Academics-Senator Henderson 

Senator Henderson said the fair went great on Wednesday. They had great presenters and 

research to show. They did not have a ton of students but all the ones that did come stayed 

for at least 10 minutes and walked to the tables. This helped show them to how committees 

should be run. Academics should not plan events but rather oversee faculty events that relate 

to academics. What they focus on now is working with Scott Mencing to build research 

forums. She wanted to be oversight for academics. That is where the committee should go 

to be more beneficial. Her plan for the next couple of weeks will be to review the committee 

handbook. Her legacy binder was only minutes. She will make it a more structured thing 

with goals and things like that so that the next committee can get to work right away. 

Academics committee is not very big but they can still help other groups on campus.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that most of the committees should move away from being event 

based to being oversight on what is done on campus. University Affairs should be all things 

that deal with the university. It is easy for students to do things on campus rather than doing 

events. They had a programming staff and could collaborate with them if they needed to. 

They serve their constituents and should help the faculty and constituents reach a common 

goal.  

 

Senator Henderson said it became super clear to her that the programming board could have 

done it better but it was her responsibility to do it. As senators, they are here for students 

whereas the programming board does events that let students get the most out of their 
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college experience. They should focus on that; events are fun but there are other groups that 

have more resources. Senate should be there to promote for students.  

 

Senator Jordan said a big step would be to remove mandatory events from the SAS. 

 

Speaker Teixeira said that Senator Henderson actually talked to him about that right after the 

event. She will rewrite most of the SAS in reference to academics and they should all do the 

same. Safety Walk and the Veterans Breakfast are all traditional Senate Events but some 

committees have events with no real point.  

 

Senator Green said he did some of the events because the SAS said so but he also did them 

for civic engagement, because he felt it was his job to coordinate and implement those kinds 

of events for students. 

 

Speaker Teixeira said that most of his events are coordinated by other people and he just 

gets students to attend. Service Palooza was the exception to that rule since Service Palooza 

is an event that Senate puts on with Programming. Programming already has an event that 

day. When they plan events they need to think if that event would be better done by 

someone else. 

 

Senator Bradley said that Service Palooza was mostly them directing a large amount of 

entities and that made sense but doing something like Cocoa with the Constituents should 

not be done.  They just serve as liaisons for those clubs and community members.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that is where he was coming from. He and Director Hurdle had 

conversation where she pointed out that Senate was doing a lot of programming events that 

the programming board would have done a much better job.   

 

President Boone said they are the legislative branch and their purpose was to pass legislation 

but they had not had much of their own legislation this session. The programming board is 

useful and Director Hurdle can assign liaisons for events they plan but he wanted to remind 

them they are legislators, not programmers.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that was where the frustration stemmed from. They have had a lot of 

legislation come through from the exec side but nothing from them whereas previous 

sessions have had a lot of legislation to help students.  

 

Senator Eshenbaugh agreed but feared that some of the days or events they are trying to 

have, like Constitution Day, didn’t fall under anyone’s branch and that is why the ball was 

dropped. She worried things might not get done even though they need to be.   

 

Speaker Teixeira said Constitution Day could have been done by Legislative Affairs. 

 

Senator Blair thought that was more of an oversight issue; they make sure Legislative Affairs 

gets the event done. If they do a forum for safety, then they can ask different campus 

resources what they had planned and just coordinate communication. They can still do the 

events but just not be as involved in little details.  
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Senator Bradley said that Senator Crupi talked about them not needing to have legislation to 

be a good senate. They need to make sure that what needs to be done gets done. They don’t 

have to look at the campus’ needs; they can ask what students need. For University Affairs, 

they talk about what they should do for liaisons. Last year, former Senator Cervantes sat on 

the Arboretum board and that is why so much legislation came from there; she focused on 

the needs of the board and tried to address it.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that what Senator Crupi said was kind of true but they also need to do 

what students need. 

 

Senator Green said that it was hard to have legislation for the committee on Civic 

Engagement.    

 

Speaker Teixeira said that made sense but if there was a civic engagement opportunity, it was 

their job to get people to attend. You might not write legislation about civic engagement 

events but they are getting ASUN and students involved.   

 

Senator Henderson felt the same with Academics. They didn’t have much legislation but an 

example would be helping the Office of Undergrad Research to get more students to 

participate and attend events they put on. They can advertise events. She felt that legislation 

would not make sense but being a helping hand would.   

 

Senator H. Jackson said their main role was to make laws and change existing ones if needed 

but their main role was to serve as representation. It could be saying something on behalf of 

a college, writing legislation, or connecting people with events. That is what they do; not 

necessarily initiating things but connecting people around campus. 

 

Speaker Teixeira said they don’t need to get too focused on subcommittees. They are 

senators before they are subcommittee members. If they wanted to do something that fell 

under a committee they were not on, they could pass the legislation and help outside of 

committee meetings.  

 

Senator Blair said if they got away from projects, they could be more creative on legislation. 

On their committee, they are so focused on the wellness event they don’t discuss other 

things. It takes time and energy to plan an event. They could instead be trying to figure out 

ways to have effective legislation.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said Senate had a big voice. It is not always legislation that changed things 

but also supporting things. They could support initiatives that are diversity based.  

 

Senator Henderson thanked them for helping; she appreciated them and her committee.  

 

d. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance-Senator Feng 

Senator Feng said they are doing financial reviews and Director Long and his commissioners 

are doing a great job. He is working with Senator Smith to write legislation to hire more 

secretaries and a legislative clerk.  
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e. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement-Senator Green 

Senator Green said a new nonprofit was going out in the next 6 days. It was Pack 

Independence located on campus and could give them more information later. He and 

Senator Jacoby and Director Long volunteered at the national education showcase and got 

to meet different university representatives. The STAC showcase also went well and 

Director Long and Senator Jacoby were also in attendance. They got to talk to a bunch of 

different people and gave tours around campus. He also got to be a keynote speaker and it 

was cool despite only begin given 30 minutes to prepare. The next one will be on October 

24th from 9 am -1 pm. He will talk more about it at Senate. ASUN is in the lead for the 

award from the Center. He asked them to please sign up for the 100 hour challenge on 

GivePulse. He asked them to go to the subgroup and do that. One of the cool things he saw 

about GivePulse this past weekend was that many of the freshmen that showed up did so 

because they saw the event on GivePulse. A lot of them were not part of clubs or other 

organizations on campus so he also tried to recruit many of them for ASUN. The civic 

engagement series letter was sent to Dr. Ellis and she came back with a lot of questions. He 

was still waiting for her to send it back. Director Koeckes said that one of their new 

community partners was an academic based group that focused on reading literacy. The 

group will find the schools and they just send people there so that will cut down significantly 

on the work they have to do. He was asked to sit on a committee with President Johnson 

and Dr. Ellis to discuss issues they see on campus for diversity. He will talk with Director 

Rojas to discuss issues they see and for ideas to improve. He hoped that senators will also 

approach him with issues they see.  

 

Speaker Teixeira applauded him for his work with GivePulse and everything else.  

 

f. Chair, Committee on Government Operations-Senator Jordan 

Senator Jordan said there will be no meeting this week. The way he set up the committee, 

senators will have two weeks to work on their projects since at the last meeting; some 

senators had not made any progress. Next Friday, they will start with a new batch of 

projects. He was thinking of having his committee review all the instances in which events 

are mentioned as well as the duties of committees. He asked them to think about the 

changes they wanted and he will send people their ways in a couple of weeks.  

 

g. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs-Senator Eshenbaugh 

Senator Eshenbaugh said they are doing a luncheon instead of a breakfast. They are working 

on different requests from Veterans Services. She will contact Director Hurdle to make sure 

they get a programmer assigned so everything goes smoothly in terms of getting venues and 

whatnot. She will also put in an inkblot request once the location is completely confirmed 

they have been in contact with The Blind Onion and just need to get the paperwork done.  

 

h. Chair, Committee on University Affairs-Senator Bradley 

Senator Bradley said Cocoa with the Constituents will be November 16th from 10 am – 2 

pm. She already put in the SEAB form and the inkblot order was submitted. They had 

enough hot cocoa left over from last year so they don’t need to buy any. She talked to 

programming about using things they already had that they might not have use for to make 

sure they don’t buy things that ASUN already has. For It’s on Us, she and Chief of Staff 

Atienza had a meeting with Jennifer Lowman. Ms. Lowman was the director of campus 
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research. They are going to be sending out a sexual assault survey on November 1st similar to 

the one they sent out two years ago. They are going to meet to discuss how they can 

incorporate the data into the It’s on Us campaign. They will also meet with Megan Pepper 

sometime next week to get Greek Life involved somehow. She will meet with the director of 

RHA as well to get them involved. They were thinking really big for the campaign and 

wanted people to take pledges seriously. VP Springmeyer talked about the green dot 

trainings they were hoping to bring so they would like to integrate those together. They will 

also integrate the campaign into Pack FIT. The logo from inkblot was approved so they are 

hoping to get signs, t-shirts, buttons, and stickers; as many things as possible to make it a 

campus wide initiative rather than just another thing that tells students what to do.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that this year, President Johnson discussed how they had the amount 

of sexual assaults on campus skyrocket ever since they started to talk about it. They didn’t 

know if the numbers were going up because it was happening more or because there was 

now a way to talk about it. This is a huge initiative that their constituents needed and that the 

campus needed. A couple of years ago when Abby Feenstra did it, they had people sign 

pledges and then they linked them together to make a paper chain. Then they hung the chain 

through the first level of the KC. If they got a list of people or some way to show how many 

people signed that would be huge.  

 

Senator Bradley said that was great idea. It made her think of when you go to Wal-Mart and 

you get to write your name on a piece of paper when you donate money. She was going to 

talk to College of Liberal Arts senators later to have the arts somehow involved. They do 

projects and things like that that revolve around 1 theme. She wanted to talk to them about 

doing a theme for sexual assault. They really wanted to pull together as many people as 

possible for this campaign. If they had contacts or knew of something that would be good, 

please send it her way.  

 

Senator Blair asked if they did do the paper chain, they should also look into ways to make 

sure they are being sustainable. Maybe they could use recyclable paper.  

 

Senator Green asked if they could not use the video resources to do that. 

 

Speaker Teixeira said that they could model their video after Baylor’s for It’s on Us.   

 

Senator Bradley said there was a really cool video that Baylor did but they wanted to pull 

people that are influential on campus. They wanted ASUN people to be in the video but 

more than just them. If they had anyone on campus that was influential, she asked them to 

send the names her way since the meeting with Inkblot was coming up to discuss the video.  

 

President Boone said he meant to mention this earlier but there have been instances of 

people typing up their sexual assault stories and posting them around campus. They don’t 

have to use their real names or anything like that but they could do something like that as 

well since it is effective and different.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said another thing that came up in his meetings with President Johnson was 

partnering with Blue Crew. He heard a while back that most sexual assaults that happen on 
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college campuses happen on game day. He can research it more since he didn’t remember 

where he heard it but they could have t-shirts made for It’s on Us and have students wear 

them to a football game or something like that.  

 

Senator Blair said that the video they showed should also include faculty and staff, maybe 

even janitors so that students can see different faces and have different perspectives.   

 

Senator Bradley loved all the ideas and wanted to bring up that they would be having a 

forum later on in the year. Justine Hernandez from the crisis hotline will hopefully be able to 

moderate it since she was good for that. She will contact Ms. Hernandez later. She also 

looked up things that the campus had done that weren’t necessarily ASUN related. She 

wanted to push things like the Slut Walk and green dot trainings so she will contact them.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that they might be able to pass a resolution in favor of It’s on Us 

trainings or green dot trainings. He knew that the 81st session definitely passed It’s on Us so 

they could do green dot trainings.   

 

Senator Bradley forgot to mention earlier that for her meeting with Ms. Lowman tomorrow, 

she will bring up asking if the data they collect could reflect the game day fact or if it was 

already covered.  

 

i. Chair, Committee on Safety, Sustainability and Wellness-Senator Blair 

Senator Blair said that everything was ready for their event tomorrow. She still needed to buy 

the things for the goodie bags so she will buy those today after senate. Today, they started 

talking about fall safety projects and decided they wanted to put on a forum. They decided 

they wanted to invite different campus entities like the police, RHA, Students Against Sex 

Slavery, and other groups like that. They were hoping for Tuesday at 6 and having the theme 

be nightlife. There are a lot of freshmen that go downtown but they don’t necessarily know 

what places are safe or how to be safe at night in Reno.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that could be a lot of research. He was interested in that since the 

university was interested in becoming more research oriented. They could get a heat map 

made with all the places where students hang out and then another for places for crime. 

Then they could overlay them.  

 

Senator Blair said that she noticed that the lighting on north campus was really bad. She 

asked if they had anything in the works for that or if it was something that was being 

pursued on campus.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said he didn’t know if it was in the works but they could talk to facilities 

and CC Dr. Ellis on that email. They can always pass a resolution that says they are in 

support of more lighting on the north side on campus. They can talk about how other 

campuses do it and what they can do.  

 

j. Chair, Committee on Oversight-Speaker Teixeira 

Speaker Teixeira said they had the main discussions during Senator Henderson’s reports and 

he hoped they were okay with that. If they had any questions or comments, they could reach 
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out to him. They can continue to discuss that now or later, whatever they wanted. That is 

what he wanted to talk about today.  

 

Senator Blair asked if they had any questions for Dr. Hug-English. She had a meeting with 

Dr. Hug-English set up and wanted to see if they had any specific questions to ask since it 

seemed like senate was overall against it.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said he and President Johnson discussed this issue a lot on Monday. 

President Johnson said there would not be any new fees until 2019. He suggested she tell 

them to talk to the administration first before they came in and asked for senate to endorse 

new fees.  

 

Senator H. Jackson asked if that was the woman who came to a senate meeting a couple of 

weeks ago to talk about health insurance.  

 

Senator Blair said yes.  

 

Senator H. Jackson would ask again if it would disproportionately affect underrepresented or 

undocumented students. She kind of answered the question but she wanted more 

information.  

 

Senator Blair asked if they can recommend unfavorably in a resolution. If they didn’t have 

fees, they write a resolution saying they were not in favor of getting new fees.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said yes since that would be a good baseline for future senate sessions.  

 

Senator Henderson said there were a lot of things they needed to keep in mind from their 

standpoint. They had a vested interested working for Wells Fargo but also are professionals 

in their fields. They had to take the university’s standpoint but also consider that they need 

real facts.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said they came to them because they are professionals and senate is just 

students. They often times think that gives them leverage.  

 

Senator Blair said that part of the research was also talking to the grad students to see how 

they liked it. She talked to the grad student that she works with in her lab and he said it was 

really frustrating to have the mandatory fee. They need to ask the grad students how they 

actually view it besides just how the administration thinks they view it.  

 

Senator H. Jackson said that there were a lot of things in it. They had the vested interested 

and that is why they asked for their consent but just because something worked on other 

campuses, that doesn’t mean it will work in Nevada.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said they had a great discussion. He sent out doodle polls a couple of nights 

ago and will send them out again. He won’t be done until the end of the week but as of now, 

early morning seems to be the best option. He asked them to put the times that worked for 
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them, not just the times they wanted. Not wanting to get up for a 9 am meeting is not an 

excuse.  

 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

There is no old business at this time. 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

a. The committee on oversight will have a discussion on civic learning initiatives that the 

speaker brings to the table.  

Speaker Teixeira invited Mark Walker and he will come in three weeks. Stacey Muse will 

come tonight. She had a PowerPoint presentation on this and was really excited. That could 

be a legislation opportunity for them.  

 

Senator H. Jackson said that if they had not met her yet, she was amazing. She did her 

dissertation on community involvement on campus which is what they are trying to do. She 

asked them to please ask her many questions. There are a lot of opportunities present here 

and so many community partners are willing to work with them.  

 

Senator Blair said the office of undergrad research was looking into doing community based 

research so that was something that would tie it all together.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said that Director Rodriguez had told them that they needed people higher 

up than just Scott Mencing to get things to happen. Sometimes students have agendas and 

the administration has their own agenda and they don’t always align. Maybe passing 

legislation would be a good way to get civic learning opportunities on the administration’s 

mind. They need to ask her what ASUN can do to help.  

 

Senator H. Jackson said that they should match the list of designated service partners with 

opportunities on GivePulse.   

 

Senator Green asked if their dean was coming to senate tonight.  

 

Speaker Teixeira said she was coming the 19th and will give a presentation. They had people 

lined up all the way through December.  

 

b. Speaker Pro-Tempore Jackson will give an update on the intern program 

 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  

  

9. ADJOURNMENT 

Speaker Teixeira adjourned the meeting at 4:56 pm. 

 

 


