
 

Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of 
Nevada 

83nd Session, 2015-2016 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF HR 4386: PATHWAYS TO AN AFFORDABLE 

EDUACATION ACT 

Resolution Number: 149 

Authored By: Senator Loera 

Sponsored By: The Committee on Public Affairs 

 

Whereas, HR 4386 is an act that seeks to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965, under Subpart 1, 

section 401, “to make certain improvements in the Federal Pell Grant Program and for other purposes”; 

Whereas, In Sec. 2. Increasing the Federal Pell Grant and Adding a Cost of Living Adjustment, 

HR 4386 aims to increase the maximum amount rewarded to $9,139 for the 2017-2018 award year and each 

succeeding year, as well as increasing the amount maximum by a percentage equal to the estimated increase in 

the Consumer Price Index for the most recent calendar year prior to the beginning of the award year.  

Whereas, In Sec. 3. Funding the Federal Pell Grant Program through Mandatory Appropriations, 

HR 4386 also seeks to appropriate unused funds from the Treasury to eligible students, effective for the 

2017-2018 award year, and each proceeding year. 

Whereas, In Sec. 4. Mandatory Federal Pell Grant Increases, HR 4386 advocates for an increase in 

the amount of the maximum Federal Pell Grant for which a student is eligible during an award year by 

increasing it by the difference the average total cost of attendance for first-time and full-time undergraduate 

students in the United States at public 2 year institutions, and the amount of the maximum Federal Pell Grant 

for which a student is eligible during an award year. HR 4386 also proposes to increase the Federal Pell Grant 

duration limit from 12 semesters to 15 semesters. Lastly, it offers additional Federal Pell Grants to be 

available to eligible year-round students enrolled in a program of study for one or more additional payment 

periods during the same award year that are not otherwise covered by the Student’s Federal Pell Grant.  
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Whereas, according to the Washington Post: Pell Grant Overview, The Federal Government “awarded 

$28.7 billion in Pell grants to almost 8.3 million students in the 2015 fiscal year.” Also according to the 

Washington Post, “the average Pell grant was about $3,600. The maximum Pell award for the 2015-106 

school year is $5,775”; 

Whereas, this resolution aims to make further improvements to the Federal Pell Grant Program, by 

providing additional funds to the Pell Grant eligible students which in turn would positively affect not 

only the Students at the University of Nevada, but students across the nation as well; 

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada are in support of HR 4386, a bill 

to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 under Subpart 1, section 401, “to make certain improvements in 

the Federal Pell Grant Program, and for other purposes”; 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution will be sent to President Marc Johnson, Representative 

for Washington’s 6th Congressional District, Derek Kilmer, and to the United States Committee on House 

Education and the Workforce House Ways and Means.  

 

Adopted in Senate on February 24th, 2016 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Lexi Jacobson, Secretary of the Senate 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
Nicholas Andrew, Speaker of the Senate 

 

 


