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S. Res. 83-

IN SUPPORT OF A STUDENT FEE TO HELP THE ARBORETUM BOARD

_______________________________

In the Senate of the Associated Students

_______________________________

MARCH 5, 2016

SUBMITTED BY SENATOR CERVANTES TO THE COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITY AFFAIRS

_______________________________

A Resolution

In Support of a Student Fee to Help the Arboretum Board
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Whereas, an Arboretum is defined as a site where trees and other woody plants are deliberately cultivated for scientific, educational, and aesthetic purposes;
Whereas, the University of Nevada campus was designated a Nevada State Arboretum in 1985 by the Nevada Legislature and signed into law by Governor Richard Bryan;
Whereas, the Arboretum Board is eager to strengthen ties between the Arboretum and the students, and is open to new ideas about how that might be done.  
Whereas, the University of Nevada Arboretum Board only gets $500 annually from the university’s Vice President of Finance;
Whereas, half of that money is spent on saplings for the annual Arbor Day tree giveaway, which mostly go to students. The remaining money is spent in various ways depending on the year;
Whereas, this past year the money was spent on the tree markers which the Arboretum Board plans to install on April 15. Other years the money has gone to new plantings or garden maintenance;
Whereas, given this budget, the Arboretum Board is limited to what it can accomplish.
Whereas, the Arboretumserves an educational function. Students taking botany and biology can view and study tree species from around the world rather than just reading about them.  Students in education can curriculum materials for Head Start and K-12. There’s also the opportunity for economics projects, sustainability and design, geography (mapping), and history;
Whereas, trees beautify campus, contribute to sustainability, attract prospective students/staff, and help clean the air by absorbing air pollution and catching dust;
Whereas, the trees in the Arboretum are an ongoing experiment to see which species of trees will thrive in northern Nevada.  This information is useful to community residents and could be valuable for landscapers in times of climate change;
Whereas, getting more funding to the Arboretum Board would help accomplish a part of the University of Nevada’s Master Plan which includes planting more trees;
Whereas, it would also contribute to the university's effort to achieve Carnegie Engaged distinction as it offers numerous ways for students to get involved via internships and service projects to serve the public.
Whereas, funding will help maintain thestatus as a Tree Campus USA, a national distinction that requires a tree care plan, Arbor Day celebration, tree budget, Arboretum Board, and student service project.
Whereas, the funding will not go to salaries or routine grounds maintenance. Those services are provided by the university through UNR Grounds Services.
Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada are in support of implementing an annual 50 cent fee per student that would go towards the Arboretum Board;
[bookmark: _GoBack]Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to the Arboretum Chair, Cheryll Glotfelty, Sustainability Committee Chair, John Sagebiel, Provost Kevin Carman, and President Marc A. Johnson.
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