
 

 

 

S. Res. 81-95  Agreed to November 20, 2013 
 

Senate of the 
Associated Students 

of the University of Nevada 
 

AT THE EIGHTY-FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Reno on Wednesday, 

the seventeenth day of April, two thousand and thirteen 

A Resolution 
In Support of the Dean’s Future Scholars Program Keeping a Permanent Lounge on 

Campus 

Whereas, University of Nevada’s mission statement emphasizes 

four main points: (1) Prepares graduates to compete in a global 

environment; (2) Creates new knowledge; (3) Improves economic and 

social development; and (4) Respects and seeks the diversity of the 

citizens of Nevada;   

Whereas, Dean’s Future Scholars (DFS) “empowers low-income, 

first generation students to graduate high school and achieve higher 

education by fostering long-term relationships and equipping 

students with the knowledge, skills, and support in order for  them to 

become responsible and productive citizens” (Dean’s Future Scholars, 

2013).  

Whereas, Campbell and Campbell (1997) stated that students in a 

mentoring program were retained at a higher rate than students not 

in a mentoring program and Salinitiri (2005) found that participation 



 

 

in a mentoring program has a positive influence on at-risk student 

persistence; 

Whereas, the DFS program selects Washoe County School District 

(WCSD) students initially in the 6th grade and mentors them 

through middle and high school with the goal of each student 

enrolling into an institution of higher learning. This early 

intervention builds a long-term relationship between the students 

and the DFS staff creating a sense of family, loyalty, dedication, and 

a drive to achieve an advanced degree;   

Whereas, since 2000, DFS has encouraged over 650 low-income 

first generation students to challenge themselves and achieve their 

dreams, while building a successful track record of outperforming the 

overall WCSD high school graduation rates. For example, in 2012, 

DFS’s graduation rate was at 85%, compared to the WCSD’s 

graduation rate of 69%, of which the graduation rate for low-income 

WCSD students was only 56%; 

Whereas, “many first-generation students had no or low 

aspirations for going to college prior to participating in pre-college 

programs” (Engle et al., 2006), hence the DFS program intervenes 

with this student population at a young age so then those students 

know that college is a possibility;  

Whereas, Tinto (1993) argued that it was beneficial for students to 

engage in “anticipatory socialization” or preparation of integration 

into the college social system prior to entering college (p. 98).  

Findings indicate that the “DFS program appeared to provide a wide 

array of pathways including mentoring, summer programs, and the 

lounge for transition” (Beattie, 2013, p. 115).    



 

 

Whereas, findings also indicated that the DFS lounge acts as “a 

safe haven for the reproduction of social and cultural capital on 

campus” (Beattie, 2013, p. 117). The lounge not only provides 

academic support, but also acts as “a second home where students 

can eat, sleep, study, and interact with other DFS students and staff 

in a variety of ways” (Beattie, 2013, p. 115)   
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Secretary of the Senate 

 

 

 

 

Speaker of the Senate 


