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Speaker of the Senate Caden Fabbi 
Associated Students of the University of Nevada 
Opinion Request 
 
Speaker Fabbi, 
 
In regards to your first question concerning what is quorum within a senate 
committee as of now, please note that the Constitution does not specify quorum for 
senate committees so I looked to the Senate Rules for further guidance. Senate Rule 
XII.a.4 states: 
 
 “A quorum of the committee shall consist of a majority of the membership of 
that committee, for committees whose membership is below the minimum prescribed 
membership.” 
 
Currently, the Senate Rules state that quorum for a senate committee is the majority 
of senators in that particular committee. I find that this rule addresses committees 
that are below the minimum prescribed membership more so than the committees 
that have met the prescribed minimum membership. I would recommend amending 
this rule so that it better addresses committees that have met the minimum 
membership requirement. This brings me to your next question. 
 
You have inquired to change Senate Rule XII.a.4 to read, “A quorum of the 
committee shall consist of a majority of the membership of that committee.” 
Moreover, you questioned if this change would violate Article II.2.b of the 
Constitution.  
 
Article II.2.b of the Constitution currently states: 
 
 “A quorum to do business is two-thirds of the membership.” 
 
I conclude that this proposed change to Senate Rule XII.a.4 would not be in violation 
of Article II.2.b of the Constitution. In my opinion, Article II.2.b of the Constitution is 
establishing quorum for the senate as a whole meeting to conduct business and is 
not establishing quorum for senate committee meetings, therefore it would not be a 
violation since the Constitution has not set precedents for senate committees. 
 
Additionally, I think it is important to look at the rules concerning membership of 
committees. 
 
Senate Rule IX.g.1-3 states: 
 



g.1: “Each committee shall be composed of at least five but not to exceed nine members 
unless pre-scribed elsewhere in these Rules for the committees. Each Senator shall 
serve on at least two committees.” 
g.2: “Should membership of a committee fall below its allotted minimum, the Speaker 
shall inform the Senate and seek Senators who wish to transfer to the committee.” 
 
g.3: “Should a committee be unable to obtain the prescribed minimum number of 
members, it may continue to operate, provided that a quorum of the committee shall 
be a simple majority of its minimum prescribed membership.” 
 
In my opinion, I find Senate Rule IX.g.1-3 contradictory. My recommendation is to 
strike subsection three because it contradicts subsection one which establishes a 
minimum amount of senators per committee. Furthermore, removing subsection 
three will ensure that there are more people involved in making vital decisions. I 
believe that having a minimum requirement of five senators per committee is 
extremely important and should be upheld. The more minds involved in the decision 
making process will allow for careful consideration of each choice before coming to 
an ultimate decision. A committee should not be able to operate with less than five 
senators. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kayla Hay 
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