
Committee on Government Operations 
Senate of the Associated Students 82nd Session 

Minutes for Wednesday, December 3rd, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. 

President’s Conference Room, ASUN Center for Student Engagement 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Brooke called the meeting for the Committee on Government Operations to order at 8:10 
a.m. on Wednesday, December 3, 2014, in the President’s Conference Room in the ASUN Center 
for Student Engagement. Presiding committee secretary Jordanna Payne. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Senators Andrew, Brooke, Crook and Hood were present. 
 
Senator Ramirez was absent-excused. 
 
Senator Stewart was absent-unexcused. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time. 

 
4. MINUTES 

Senator Hood motioned to approve the minutes for November 19, 2014. 
 
Senator Andrew seconded the motion. 
 
The minutes for November 19, 2014 were approved unanimously. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Senator Reports 
Senator Hood stated that making teacher evaluations public was going through the Academics 
committee currently. There would be a resolution created on the matter. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. S.B. 82-32 An Act To Place a Question on the Ballot for the 2015 General Election Requesting the 
Authorization for the Senate of the Associated Students to Fill the Vacant Senate Seat Following the 
Election of the Speaker of the Senate 
 
Senator Andrew motioned to recommend favorably to the Senate S.B. 82-32. 
 
Senator Crook seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
A roll call vote was taken to pass the bill with the outcome of 3 yeas and 0 nays and the result of the 
bill passing. 
 

 
b. S.B. 82-33 An Act To Place a Question on the Ballot for the 2015 General Election to increase the 
number of credits a student must be Enrolled in order to run or hold office in the Associated 
students 
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Senator Benford introduced her bill by presenting data that supported her bill. The data included 
statistics regarding how many credits officers and workers for the ASUN Center for Student 
Engagement are taking on average. With the University moving towards 15-to-finish, the bill is a 
good idea. Currently the bill states that a student must be enrolled in 12 credits but Senator Benford 
was willing to change that number. She was also willing to allow the credits to come from an NSHE 
institution to accommodate students that took classes at the University in addition to a community 
college or other institution. 
 
Senator Brooke asked why 12 credits as opposed to 15 or 9 credits. 
 
Senator Benford answered that she couldn’t back up 9 credits with her data and that 15 credits might 
be a discouragement to students who are running. 
 
Senator Hood stated that anything above 12 credits would be denying non-traditional students the 
opportunity to run for office and that the number of credits a student was taking did not necessarily 
correspond to their aptitude to have an impact on the university. 
 
Senator Hood asked what would happen in the case of a graduating student that doesn’t need to take 
12 credits each semester in order to graduate. 
 
Senator Benford answered that all a student would have to do is show their plan to graduate within 
two semesters to Director Rodriguez and she would be able to waive that requirement for them. 
 
Senator Brooke asked Speaker Fabbi whether he thought it would be giving Director Rodriguez too 
much power for her to be able to waive that requirement. 
 
Speaker Fabbi stated that it wasn’t something that needed to be written into the constitution. 
 
Senator Brooke stated that, to him, a commitment to a course load showed a commitment to the 
university. 
 
Senator Hood motioned to amend page 2 line 14 to read, “be enrolled in at least 12 undergraduate 
NSHE credits.” 
 
Senator Crook seconded the motion. 
 
The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Senator Brooke thought that with that change to the bill the committee should add something 
stipulating how many of those NSHE credits should specifically come from the University of 
Nevada. 
 
Speaker Fabbi didn’t think it was necessary to put in the SAS; it would be more appropriate in the 
constitution.  
 
Senator Brooke stated that making that stipulation would be vital because even if they were enrolled 
in 9 University of Nevada credits. 
 
Senator Andrew motioned to amend page 2 line 14 to read, “be enrolled in at least 12 undergraduate 
NSHE credits, with at least 9 at the University of Nevada, Reno.” 
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Senator Hood seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Senator Andrew motioned to recommend favorably to the Senator S.B. 82-33 as amended previously 
within this meeting. 
 
Senator Hood seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed unanimously 
 
A roll call vote was taken to pass the bill with the outcome of 3 yeas and 0 nays and the result of the 
bill passing. 
 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time. 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Seeing no further business to come before the committee, Senator Brooke adjourned the meeting at 
8:31 a.m. 

 

 


