
Committee on University Affairs 
82nd Session of the Senate of the Associated Students 

Minutes for Friday, January 30th, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.  

President’s Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 
 

 

Posted at the ASUN Offices in the Joe Crowley Student Union,  
Frandsen Humanities Building, the Ansari Business Building,  
Mathewson- IGT Knowledge Center, and online at  
www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Feenstra at speakerprotempore@asun.unr.edu.  

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Feenstra called the committee meeting on University Affairs to order at 2:02 pm in the 
President’s Conference Room. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Senators Benford, Crook, Feenstra, Green, Ramirez, Stewart, and Suppe were present. 
 
Interns Miller, Trujillo, and Teixera were present.  
 
Interns Atienza, Tampanich, Crockett, and Shepps were absent excused. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  

 
4. MINUTES 

a. The minutes from December 3rd, 2014. Senator Crook moved to approve. Senator 
Benford seconded. There was no discussion, motion carried.  

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Review of Liaison Positions 
Senator Feenstra explained that she liked the idea of liaison positons in theory but in 
practice they don’t seem to work out very well. She asked the committee to provide 
feedback on whether or not they are talking to the correct departments or maybe there is 
a better way to communicate with them. 
 
Senator Crook has met with both of her departments and has had some productive 
conversations but none of them have resulted in possible resolutions or ideas pertinent to 
the committee. She has met with the departments to see how ASUN can help write 
resolutions and they just wanted help promoting services. She thinks that coming up with 
a way to promote services would be better. 
 
Senator Feenstra asked if that had been one of her campaign platforms.  
 
Senator Crook said yes and that she had also met with Inkblot and they are willing to put 
out weekly Twitter or Facebook feeds for new services.  She suggested having it 
integrated into the university Affairs committee where there job would be to come up 
with new ideas.  
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Senator Feenstra liked the idea, especially because Speaker Fabbi had asked the chairs to 
evaluate their committees to see where they would like to go next session and to see if 
any changes need to be made to the committee descriptions. 
 
Senator Crook said that they would use their own platforms to see if it is something that 
students are interested in and would like to see, maybe even become its own committee. 
 
Senator Feenstra said it sounded a lot like Pack Praise and that they could possibly merge 
the two together to show students what the university is doing and what ASUN is doing 
for the students.  
 
Senator Ramirez said they should focus on student organizations on campus because they 
are here every day would know what problems they are facing.  
 
Senator Feenstra said it sounded like President Pereira’s campaign platform last year 
where he wanted to have town hall meetings with club leaders.  
 
Senator Green said he will be putting one on for the College of Education.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked what they thought of making it a University Affairs charge. 
 
Senator Ramirez suggested making liaison positons with the student advisory boards of 
each college and also incorporate bigger aspects like Greek Life and Res Life. 
 
Senator Crook liked the idea but pointed out that might need a change in the description 
of committee so that the focus of the committee is the students. 
 
Senator Feenstra agreed because they are representatives of the students. She asked if the 
committee overall thought the positions had been effective.  
 
Senator Green responded no. 
 
Senator Feenstra asked if they should scrap them, move towards making them more 
student based, or move towards using the positons to promote services. 
 
Senator Green thought promoting services is best, and would make communicating with 
them easier since they would know exactly what is needed.  
 
Senator Crook suggested having only a few liaison positions and not meet as often and 
then create other positions that would focus on getting content for the posts.  
 
Senator Suppe pointed out that clubs and Greek Life were already attending weekly 
meetings with ASUN. He felt that the liaison positions are the only way for them to have 
a voice.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked if he was referring to the Club Commission and how it already 
works with clubs and Greek life.  
 
Intern Teixera suggested not having them every week but rather every two weeks or every 
month since most positions don’t have weekly updates.  
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Senator Stewart agreed with Senator Suppe.   
 
Senator Feenstra pointed out that many of the councils really only need to hear about 
what ASUN is doing since they are already super involved and don’t need further 
promotion. 
 
Senator Crook liked intern Teixeira’s idea, suggesting making the first meeting of the 
month to discuss liaison. The second meeting could be to decide what services to 
promote and by the last meeting they have a list of services to send to Inkblot.   
 
Senator Benford asked if it would be more effective to have those entities come speak to 
them at the meetings. They would come when they need something, and then the 
committee would work with them when necessary. 
 
Intern Teixera agreed, saying they will come if they have a pressing matter.  
 
Senator Feenstra agreed and suggested reaching out to each positon and tell them who 
the chair is and when the meetings are so they can come when necessary. 
 
Senator Stewart thought some reaching out is still needed, especially to let the 
organizations know that ASUN often times does have the ability to help them.  
 
Senator Feenstra agreed. She explained that the discussion was leading to the breaking 
down of the liaison positions; some people are in charge of reaching out to see what 
services need promoting, others in charge of actually promoting, and as a committee they 
discuss what they believe should be promoted.  
 
Senator Ramirez suggested setting up town halls with the democracy plaza outside of the 
Joe in order to have the concerns of the students known.  
 
Senator Feenstra cautioned that using democracy plaza can bring in some strange results.  
 
Senator Ramirez suggested they review what gets written down and then as a committee 
decide what they should focus on for the rest of the semester.  
 
Senator Feenstra liked Senator Ramirez’s suggestion of doing democracy plaza while also 
reaching out to campus departments every month in order to have information ready to 
work with each month. She also asked what liaison positions should be kept. 
 
Senator Suppe suggested Student Run Businesses.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked who specifically he is talking to when liaising for them.  
 
Senator Suppe said he was primarily attending Budget and Finance meetings and talking 
to Speaker Fabbi. He also asked Senator Feenstra to let him know if she knows of anyone 
else he can talk to. 
 
Senator Feenstra responded that she didn’t know who else he could talk to.  
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Senator Crook thought they could get rid of the three councils for Greek as it is a bit 
awkward to promote Greek Life as part of ASUN. She didn’t know how much student 
conduct is involved.  
 
Senator Ramirez explained that many of the Greek organizations don’t always know 
exactly what is going on in ASUN and suggested having maybe one person still attend 
their meetings just to keep them informed.   

 
Senator Crook thought that doing that still had the same feel as promoting services and 
suggested having them be separate.  
 
Senator Stewart agreed with Senator Crook.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked if the committee thought they should keep the currently existing 
positions and just move Greek Life somewhere else.  
 
Senator Ramirez suggested getting rid of the Office of New Student Initiatives because 
the vice president works directly with them.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked if anything else should go.  
 
Intern Teixera suggested getting rid of Tutoring Services. 
 
Senator Crook thought Tutoring Services might have something students need to know 
about or would like to know about.  
 
Senator Green pointed out that if they are funding Tutoring Services then Tutoring 
Services should stay in order to hold them accountable. 
 
Senator Feenstra asked if they were giving them money.  

 
Intern Teixera pointed out that the tutoring center implies what services are provided and 
would most likely not have much to say throughout the year.  
 
Senator Benford clarified that they did not give them money, only that they supported 
raising fees. She wanted to make sure they still keep an open line of communication with 
them so that if any urgent matters arise, they still know they can reach out to the 
committee suggesting they check in every once in a while.  
 
Senator Ramirez suggested creating one position for all the services, especially since they 
will be moving into one building eventually.  
 
Intern Teixera asked how many times they had a report from them.  
 
Senator Feenstra was unsure of how many reports there had been total.  
 
Senator Ramirez explained they did not have many updates, and that most of hem 
weren’t relevant. He suggested they promote any workshops that occur.  
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Senator Crook suggested checking in only once a semester since there are never any 
drastic changes.  
 
Intern Teixera agreed that once a semester is good. 
 
Senator Feenstra explained that it was looking like there was a general consensus of some 
services needing to be visited only once a semester, others monthly, and do democracy 
plaza at the beginning of each month. She asked what services should be monthly and 
which should be semesterly.   
 
Intern Teixera thought Tutoring could be semesterly. He asked Senator Suppe how often 
he was getting a report for Student Run Businesses. 
 
Senator Suppe answered that he had only been there for two official weeks. 
 
Senator Feenstra explained that they technically don’t exist yet. That can be something 
that gets assessed how often they check in once they take off.  
 
Senator Crook suggested making Student Services semesterly and Career Studio should 
be monthly.  
 
Senator Green thought Athletics and Veterans Affairs could be monthly. 
 
Senator Benford thought RHA varied and was hard to say, but suggested semesterly and 
explained that Food Services is included in RHA.   
 
Intern Teixera suggested having only four or five reports for a liaison positions.  
 
Senator Crook thought the Center for Student Engagement could be dropped. 
 
Senator Ramirez suggested making the Counseling Center semesterly 
 
Senator Benford thought Student Conduct should be included as long as ASUN is 
involved in projects they do. 
 
Senator Feenstra suggested she re-write the committee’s description to say that they have 
decided to meet with each service x number of times but it is flexible should they be 
needed.  

 
Senator Ramirez clarified they should drop NSI.  
 
Senator Feenstra the stated that the Joe can be monthly. 
 
Senator Suppe thought Student Publications could be dropped.  

 
Senator Feenstra asked who wanted to do what.  
 
Senator Crook volunteered to talk to Inkblot.  
 
Senator Ramirez volunteered for Counseling and Tutoring . 
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Senator Benford asked if they could explain what was going on. 
 
Senator Feenstra explained that they decided to check in with the services to see what 
needs promoting. The senators will then bring that information to the meetings and as a 
committee decide what needs promoting, and then someone else will be in charge of 
talking to Inkblot.  
 
Senator Benford explained that Senator Ramirez made it seem like they were going right 
back to liaison positions.  
 
Senator Feenstra explained that they will be reaching out only on a semesterly or monthly 
basis.  
 
Senator Benford volunteered to keep her same positons.  
 
Senator Suppe explained that he thought they were going to keep their old positions, not 
pick new ones.  
 
 
Senator Feenstra asked if anyone else wanted to work with Senator Crook to 
communicate with Inkblot. 
 
Senator Suppe asked if they could just have one person liaison to Inkblot.  

 
Senator Crook was ok with that.  

 
Senator Stewart pointed out that as he read the rules for the 82nd Senate Session, he saw 
that there are organizations they should be talking to but aren’t. He asked if they should 
create positions for those organizations.  
 
Senator Crook thought they would be better served at a Town Hall meeting.  
 
Senator Feenstra thought doing democracy plaza every month might end up 
disinteresting students and that they would be better off doing it only for specific things.  
 
Senator Crook thought they could also handle problems from them as issues come up.  
 
Senator Feenstra liked that. She reminded everyone that Tutoring Services, Counseling 
Center, RHA, and Student Services will be contacted semesterly and Career Studio, 
Athletics, Veterans Affairs, Dining Services, Student Conduct, the Joe, and Student 
Publications will be monthly. They will find out what each organization wants, what they 
need promoted and as a committee they will decide. Police Services, Student Health 
Center and other organizations not already covered but listed in the rules will be on an as 
needed basis using democracy plaza.  
 

b. Safety App Discussion 
Senator Feenstra explained that they needed to check in with Raul Rodriguez to see what 
he needs for the apps they are working on.  
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Mr. Rodriguez wanted to know if the committee had any suggestions and asked if they 
had used them yet. 
 
Intern Teixera said he did not know they had a safety app and suggested more 
advertisement. 
 
Mr. Rodriguez explained that they did not have the app, instead they are trying to make it 
available for the public and possibly integrate it with the mobile app.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked the committee to look at the old minutes where they discussed 
Circle of 6 and Red Guardian 
 
Senator Ramirez liked Circle of 6. 
 
Senator Benford also liked circle of 6 as well. 
 
Senator Feenstra as Mr. Rodriguez if he would remind the committee about the details of 
each.  
 
Mr. Rodriguez said they are open to two apps and that they are free. You can also get 
more features if you purchase the apps. Red guardian sends alters to five people to a 
group you create and to the police. Circle of 6 adds 6 people from contacts to help. It has 
three premade emails that can be sent out with locations and can be forwarded to police 
and any other integrated services. They are currently looking at integrating it with the 
mobile app. He wants them to test it and see if they think it is beneficial 
 
Senator Feenstra asked if there would be any cost to integrate them. 
 
Mr. Rodriguez said no, they only need to create the backend on it.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked if he was asking the committee to write a resoultionin support.  
 
Mr. Rodriguez said he wanted the committee to look into integrating it into the mobile 
app. 
 
Senator Feenstra asked if anyone had any thoughts or if they would be interested in 
taking the lead on the project.  
 
Senator Green volunteered.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked if Senators Crook and Benford wanted to collaborate with 
Senator Green in writing a resolution. She also said if they want it on the next agenda it 
would have to be ready by next Tuesday morning, preferably Monday night.  
 
Senator Green said they will talk. 
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6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Project Updates 
Senator Green wants to start an initiative to do training in CPR and first aid through 
ASUN. It is important to offer basic training so that people are trained in case of 
emergencies when out in the real community. He found a service that does training for 
canned food donations. He would like to set something up one or two times per 
semester.  
 
Intern Teixera pointed out that Lombardi has two people trained to teach and that they 
do it for free so he suggested that Senator Green work with them. 
 
Senator Green fears that limiting the training to only Lombardi might get less people. By 
doing this, they can do some good in the community because participants could bring in 
a few cans to pay. This way, they are training people and having a food drive.  
 
Senator Feenstra asked Senator Green who he will be working with. 
 
Senator Green said he would talk with Programming to see if it is something that can be 
done and asked for anyone who was interested to help.  
 
Senator Feenstra suggested using Lombardi as a backup, or even integrating them into 
the program.  
 
Intern Miller had no updates. 
 
Senator Crook is working with Inkblot to promote services.  
  
Senator Ramirez is working on a project to expand the food pantry and to get it to be 
known better. He is also looking into getting different clubs to run it periodically. 
 
Senator Suppe had no updates. 
 
Intern Trujillo had no updates. 
 
Intern Teixera had no updates. 
 
Senator Benford is working on creating a “Health Week” for the second week of April as 
a way to give back to the university and the community. She suggested having University 
Affairs cooperate. She would like to show an appropriate documentary. She is also 
working on the leadership conference and editing the SAS. Senator Benford said that 
promotion would be good. There will be lots of events. The first day will focus on mental 
health. She would also like to do a cooking class and some sort of obstacle course for 
fun. She suggested having Senator Bustos, Speaker Fabbi, and Senator Mojica to come 
talk and give more information. 
  
Senator Feenstra asked if she wanted to have that on the agenda for next week and help 
from University Affairs. 
 
Senator Benford said yes and thought that was a good idea.  
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Senator Stewart is working on a professional fraternity council with Senator Andrew. 
Within his college, there have been different fees being charged and this is something his 
constituents want him to investigate and so he is trying to fix that.  

 
 

Intern Teixera left the room at 2:51 pm. 
 
Senator Green suggested Senator Ramirez.  
 
Senator Ramirez said yes. 
 
Senator Feenstra asked if any more comments. There were no more comments.  

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Senator Suppe asked if they had heard about the spelling bee from civic engagement because he is 
need of participants and asked for suggestions to nominate participants. 
 

Intern Teixera entered the room at 2:52 pm.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:52 pm by Senator Feenstra.  
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