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 Attorney General Steven Kish filing per Title II, Chapter 207, Section 02, Subsection C as it 

pertains to the opinion on the Senate floor regarding the apportionment of seats. 

 When considering the Senate Bills on the Table as they were being discussed, the primary 

question was one of the apportionment and representation of undeclared and, as a result of new 

information presented by Elections Chair Jake Flynn, "interdisciplinary" and general studies students. 

Senator Jay had proposed a bill that would "ensure that students who have not declared a major within a 

specific college are not attributed to the population of any college." Further, it would have "students who 

are members of  multiple colleges or schools, or who have not declared a major, shall vote for the senate 

positions of only one college of their preference." The primary question arising from the legislation is the 

legitimacy of refusing to factor out students who have yet to declare a major in the reapportionment of 

seats. 

 This piece of legislation, presented at the same time as (and potentially in conflict with) the piece 

of legislation that would ultimately establish the reapportionment of the Senate as per the SAS and 

Constitution; this new reapportionment bill established the Interdisciplinary College, which included 

general studies and interdisciplinary students (including neuroscience majors). The questions from this 

piece of legislation included the requirement to provide representation to this new school under the 

Constitution and SAS, and how many seats this new college would be entitled to. 

 The interaction of these two pieces of legislation effectively precipitates the question of if these 

students would be eligible to run for Senate office, and if so, under which college. To answer these 

questions, we first turn to the Constitution of the Associated Students of the University of Nevada in 

establishing the paramount standard and requirement of this Association, and particularly the Senate. 
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Turning first to Article II which reads: 

"ARTICLE II—THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
SECTION 1. 

 
a) COMPOSITION AND TERM.—The Senate shall be composed of not more than twenty-two 

Senators, who shall be elected to a term of one year.  

b) APPORTIONMENT OF SEATS.—Each college and school shall have at least one seat. 

Thereafter, the seats shall be apportioned among the colleges and schools proportionally 

according to their respective enrollment numbers. The apportionment and number shall be set 

by law every two years.  

 

c) QUALIFICATIONS.—No person shall be eligible to be elected to the Senate who is not a 

member of the college or school from which that person is elected." 

 

 We can see the first question - that of Senator Jay's Bill - being answered with “seats shall be 

apportioned among the colleges and schools”; the enrollment numbers are the rubric by which 

reapportionment is established and regulated. As a question for and decision of the Provost, it is the 

opinion of This Office that such a bill is fundamentally outside of the jurisdiction of this Senate, as per 

the Constitution, Article II, Section 3, Subsection 3 which states Senate shall not “create laws that 

presume binding authority beyond the jurisdiction of the Associated Students.” 

 To answer if the new college would be required to be given a seat or representation, we again 

refer to Art. II Sec. 1(b), which clearly explicates the requirement of all established colleges and schools 

to "have at least one seat." Further, the answer to the next question is a result of the Provost's decision to 

establish a new college and set forth the "respective enrollment numbers" thereof  (which is, in turn, 

binding for this Senate); examining the later part of Sec. 1(b), the proportionality requirement means that 

the numbers are the deciding factor in the number of seats to be allotted to each and every college and 
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school. As such, the established Huntington-Hill Method of Equal Proportions is utilized per SAS 

101.12.a until such a time as this method is changed by a Senate Bill. 

  

Finally, Art. II Sec. 1(c) clearly explains the nearly moot question of running; undeclared, 

interdisciplinary, and general studies majors will only be eligible to vote and run in their new college. 

 

 With no Bill on the table to change the reapportionment equation in a way that would be 

"proportional," the Bill proposed by Senator Jay was voted down, considering it being unconstitutional, 

and the proper reapportionment with consideration given to a new Interdisciplinary School was passed. 

  

 

Dated this Fifth Day of December, Two Thousand and Thirteen. 
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