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Direct Judgment 
 

 

 

Chief Justice Robert Eugene del Carlo, Associate Chief Justice Jordan Christensen, 
and Associate Justice Aubrey Powell write the following assenting opinion of the ASUN 
Judicial Council: 

 

Attorney General Steven Kish charged President Jake Pereira of behavior unbecoming of 
an officer of the Association, citing: 

 

ARTICLE III, SECTION IV OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE        
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA 

 

Per these citations, Attorney General Kish asserts that: 
 

1. President Pereira has demonstrated malfeasance in office, and 
 

2. President Pereira hosts affiliations which constitute a conflict of interest as 
he continues in his capacity as President of the Associated Students. 

 
 

Facts Revealed by the Hearing 
Attorney General Kish reiterated the facts revealed by his charge sheet and brief 

which are as follows:  

Mr. Pereira and Mr. Bezick entered the residence of Mr. Kish and asked him to delete 

an email which was sent to him by mistake by Christopher Cuellar. The email contained 

information regarding the dealings of Coffin and Keys. To the best of Mr. Kish’s knowledge, 

the attachments to the email named Vice President Bybee, perhaps accepting a tap from 

Coffin and Keys. Mr. Kish felt intimidated and threatened by the approach of Misters Pereira 

and Bezick. Mr. Kish deleted the email as requested, suggesting by his behavior that he felt 

intimidated. Mr. Kish was told to tell a friend, Mr. Cyrus Miller, who witnessed the email’s 

receipt, that the email was “ASUN business.” 

Mr. Pereira approached the council admitting he is 1) the President of the 

Associated Students, 2) a former member and former president of Sigma Phi Epsilon, and 

3) a current member of Coffin and Keys. As such, he described himself as fit to hold 

presidency and his membership in Coffin and Keys is not an influence in his administration. 

Furthermore, he describes himself as welcome in the Fraternity House of Sigma Phi Epsilon 

and his presence there was suspicious or out of character, therefore lessening Mr. Kish’s 

possible perceived threat. Moreover, as a member of Coffin and Keys, he has taken a lesser 

role and will continue on as President of the Association. 

Mr. Bezick spoke on behalf of Mr. Pereira’s character, speaking to the effect that Mr. 

Pereira was correct in his description of the night in question and that Mr. Pereira and Mr. 

Bezick approached Mr. Kish as brothers of the same Fraternity. Mr. Pereira is a current 

member of ASUN and Coffin and Keys. Mr. Bezick is a former senator of ASUN and a current 

member of Coffin and Keys. Mr. Bezick stands to gain public appointed office from 

President Pereira’s appointment to the office of Chief of Staff. 



Interpretation by the Judicial Council 

Mr. Pereira and Mr. Bezick said they approached Mr. Kish as brothers of the same 
fraternity when asking him to delete the email. When questioned by the Council as to 
whether or not he felt threatened or intimidated, Mr. Kish stated that he indeed felt 
intimidated and threatened. In that respect alone, it is inappropriate for any one individual 
to foster a threatening environment, intentionally or otherwise. Provided the office and 
professional positions both Mr. Pereira and Mr. Bezick have held, the Council assumes both 
are of sound mind to know how this situation would be perceived by their target audience, 
namely Mr. Kish. The Council finds it unbecoming of any officer of ASUN to have ever 
demonstrated such threatening behavior. Although Mr. Pereira has suggested he has 
changed and evolved since this incident, being a matter of only two months, it is 
inconceivable that Mr. Pereira has changed significantly to be responsible for the duties of 
the Office of President. ASUN is a learning environment; Mr. Pereira’s behavior in this 
instance is not conducive to the goals of ASUN. Additionally, with the prestige of the Office 
of President, Mr. Pereira would have marginally greater authority to act in the way he did on 
the night of February the ninth. 

Moreover, during the ASUN Presidential Debates, University President Marc Johnson 
posed a question provide by the audience which essentially asked the candidates about their 
membership in “corrupt, secret organizations” such as The Five (V) and Coffin and Keys 
(C&K). Then-candidate Pereira replied, “First and foremost, I would like to deny my 
membership in said organization…” The video evidence of this was posted to the Nevada 
ASUN YouTube account on March 12th, at least a month after the incident in which Mr. 
Pereira was exposed to Mr. Kish as a member of C&K. The Council therefore concludes that 
President Pereira campaigned under false pretenses and therefore committed 
misrepresentation, behavior certainly unbecoming of an officer. 

Mr. Kish invited the Council to deliberate the actions of President Pereira, namely 
malfeasance in office. According to the Constitution of the Associated Students of the 
University of Nevada, malfeasance is the only requirement for impeachment. This Council 
defines malfeasance in this singular instance, as a dynamic and contextually defined act, as 
illegal or dishonest activity by an official. Furthermore, malfeasance is defined by this 
Council as wrongdoing or misconduct by an officer. This Council finds the evidence provided 
by this hearing as sufficient to constitute malfeasance in office. President Pereira was 
dishonest to his constituents regarding his affiliation with Coffin and Keys. President Pereira 
was in the wrong in fostering a threatening environment in the residence of the Attorney 
Genreral, Steven Kish. 

The ASUN Judicial Council arrived at a conversation about impeachment when 
realizing that President Pereira was not transparent in his campaign, and that as a member 
and leader of ASUN he failed to maintain complete transparency with the student 
population. Additionally, President Pereira has had a history with the ASUN Judicial Council 
regarding previous misconducts throughout his election campaign. Refer to Kish v. Pereira, 
Kish v. Pereira-Bybee, and Kish v. Pereira-Bybee. As it stands, President Pereira does not have 
a history which suggests he would lead ASUN any differently than he has acted in accordance 
with this case. Given this new information regarding his affiliation with the organization 
known as Coffin and Keys (C&K), and his past history of misconduct during his campaign, 
this Council has decided to pursue the avenue of impeachment so that the student 
body can be the judge of this case by proxy of their elected representatives, the ASUN 
Senate. 

 

 



The ASUN Judicial Council wishes to emphasize the importance of this decision and 
to set the precedence that the ASUN Judicial Council cannot jeopardize the integrity of 
the Association by condoning this type of behavior.  The responsibilities of the Office of 
President include filling appointed positions, a job which cannot be faithfully executed by an 
individual with such conflicts of interests. For clarification, it is to be understood that the 
ASUN Judicial Council is not rendering this decision based on President Pereira’s affiliation 
with the organization known as Coffin and Keys, but rather as a result of President Pereira 
knowingly denying his membership before the Students of the Association. Furthermore, the 
Council would like to clarify that this decision is not an attack on the membership of Coffin 
and Keys, nor does it offer any opinion on the standing of such an organization. 

 

The council reached a majority vote to order the Senate to try President 
Pereira for impeachment according to Article II, Section 5 of the ASUN Constitution. 

It is the ruling of the ASUN Judicial Council that the charges against President Pereira 
are valid in the rights of malfeasance in office and behavior unbecoming of an 
officer. The ASUN Judicial Council directs the Senate of the Associated Students to investigate 
the fitness of President Pereira to hold the Office of President. 

 
The ASUN Judicial Council directs the Speaker of the Senate to heed the injunctions 

staying the appointments recommended by President Pereira. This is to uphold the integrity 
of the Association throughout the course of these proceedings. Additionally, the Council 
directs Speaker Fabbi to agendize the impeachment proceedings against President Pereira 
for the Meeting of the Senate on Wednesday, May 7th, 2014 (the Dead Day Meeting). The 
Council directs Speaker Fabbi to post the Agenda for the May 7th meeting four (4) days prior 
to the meeting, which would be Thursday, May 1st, by noon. It is requested that, in addition 
to the stated posting sites, Speaker Fabbi also forward a copy of the agenda for the May 7th 
meeting to the Chief Justice upon its posting. 

 
The ASUN Judicial Council directs the Director of Associated Students of the 

University of Nevada and Center for Student Engagement, Sandra Rodríguez, to purchase 
advertisement space in the Nevada Sagebrush and publish all opinions resulting from this 
hearing in the earliest edition of the Nevada Sagebrush. 

 
It is so ordered. 

 

 
The Council Majority of the Associated Students of the University of Nevada   


